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PREFACE. 



HE author of the following work 
is known in Germany for the emi- 
nent fituation he holds in one of 
their univerfities, and for his lite* 
rary produ&ions, particularly his 
celebrated piece of Alcibiades. 

The prefent performance is gene- 
rally intereftingy not only for the 
; merit of the ftory, but for the in- 
formation, it affords us refpe6tfng 
the fecret tribunal^ an inititution 
whici*, though it could never be 
traced to its receffes,.made mona^chs 
tremble upon their thrones. It was 
compofed of more than a hundred 
A % thou- 
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thoufand individuals, held together 
by an invifible chain, known to each 
other, but Iroiiftinguilhable to the 
reft of the world, whole fittings 
were covered with -the rnoft impe- 
netrable lecrecy; whole decrees were 
arbitrary and delpotical, and were 
executed by aflafiins -whole fteel fel- 
adorn failed 40, reach the heart of its 
unfortunate vi6Um, 

In this fituation we have a* Unk- 
ing example of the evils in which 
ignorance and impoiition are capa- 
ble of involving on laaankind. The 
conferences that follow, when men 
yield up their underftandings to the 
.dictate of authority, are (dreadful and 
.deftru&ive beyond the power of hit- 
,maii penetration to calculate. This 
is but a fmall part, and, however 
^eadfulaa^sdeteftablej, is compare 
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I lively* an infignificant part, when we 
eoatraft it with auricular confeffion, 
the inquifition, the ftar*ch amber, the " 
court of high copamiffion, and the 
baftile. Let us remember this, and 
congratulate ourfelves that we are 
bom in an, age of illumination, and 
at a time when the artifices of fu- 
pCTftiti^xs aad; tyranny a*e fated ta 
wmifh before the torch of truth. 

In addition to this high hiftorica! 
moral;, this romance has another 
merit by which it is farther -allied^ to 
hiftory. It comprifes a curious de- 
, tail as to the chai-a6ter and adven- 
i tures of the emperor Winceflaus, 
the emprefs Sophia, Sigifmond, king 
of Hungary, and Queen Barbe, toge- 
ther with the manners of the antienf 
chevaliers, monks and nuns of thofe , 
times. Thefe portraits are in gene* 
A3 ral 
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ral of diftinguifhed fidelity, and in- 
troduce us as it were to the perfonal 
intercourfe of men, the dates only of 
whofe tranfa&ions are handed down 
to us in chronicles. 

The tranflator has prefixed to the 
work an elfay on the fecret tribunal 
and its judges* by Baron Bock, which 
will probably be thought an ufeful 
accompaniment to the majority of 
readers. 



ESSAY 



E S SAT 

ON THE 

Secret Tribunal and its Judges, for- 
merly exifting in Westphalia, 

Extradled from the Second Volume of the 
Mifcellaneous Works of Baron Bock* 



HE free courts and free judges of 
Weftphalia,' whofe power and conftitution 
rendered them fo famous and redoubtable 
about the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, that they were on the point of ex- 
periencing as rigorous a perfecution as the 
, Templars, are at prefent nearly forgotten, 
few traces of them being preferved in hif- 
tory. The Angularity of thia inftitution, 
of ^ which fo little is known, and which 
has a near refemblance to that of the illu- 
minated, fo rapid in its progrefs within 
thefe two or three years in Germany in- 
duces me to give fbme account of it here. 

A 4 Thft 
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4 T*fie cyfgiir erf rfre free counts- zw$ faxr 
judges may be traced bacH, to the reign 
of Charlemagne. They pretended to be 
the fucceffors of the imperial commiffioji- 
ers (mijfis per Umpora difcurrentihus\ who 
made their circuits through the empire 
once a year or oftener- To thefe com- 
miffioners complaints might be preferred 
.againft the governors of provinces, and 
orfter principal o^ffieeWi 5 afid ; before thsm 
might be pWdtd ctfuftfc of whkh the de- 
cifion belonged exclufively to the empe- 
ror. It appears too, that the ordinary 
magiftrates had no power' to inflict fever er 
punifhment than pecuniary fines, fo that 
thefe commiffioners were the fovereign.. 
judges of almoft all caufes,. having thsq 
power of condemning in the emperor* s - m 
name to corporal pains y either thofe w.hofe . 
crimes were fuch, tha£ the fentence was 
not allowed to be commuted for a mulct, 
or thofe* who, refufing to pay what they 
had been amerced by the common judge, 
incurred the guilt of rebellion. 

The nature of this commilfion required 
two different kinds of proceeding j one 
public, the other private. Sorcery, magic,, 
and facrileg.e, ranked in the clafs of cripies. 
not to be committed ; and refpefting tbefe. 
inquiry mud neceffarily be made uifecret* ' 
Hence may be inferred, that if the firft 
/ fittings 



SECJBLET TRIBUNAL. J^ 

fittings? of this tribunal were -held in pub*, 
fie, there were, others ta which every, bed} 
might not be admitted^ 

As it was not practicable for thefe. con* 
miffioaersr to xsiaain. long f ut one- place, 
their, proceedings Were ufually conduced 
in.a.fu«miary way. In general two per* 
Ions of known probity, fomethnes piore^ 
were chofen in each diftriflt ; thefe,. being 
fworn* were charged to examine intothet 
crimes of the accufed, and on their report- 
(entente wa$ * definitively pafled.-— 'Thd 
names of thefe jurors were carefully con-<. 
cealed, that they might not be miftrufted, 
to that people lived in* perpetual difquie* 
tude, and a man could repofe no coafi* 
dence even, in hi* own hrother. 

If we compare thefe extraordinary cook 
miffions, eitabiiihed by Charlemagnn, with, 
the fecr^t tribunal, which wa$ pofterior* 
weihallfind between them the moft per* • 
fe£fc refemblance. 

The fittings of the. latter were called 
free proceedings (freidinge) ; the place, 
where they were held, free tribunal (frei* 
JIM}\ the commiffionexy a. free count- 
Cfiei^rafJ\ and the jurors, free: judges* 
tfriefchaeppen.)* the* xluke of Saxony*, 
who waa th* fovereiga cjtiief of the coin* 
ipiffi oners, in the time of Charlemagne,, 
held the feme rank in the. free tribunals^ 
in which quality he had the right of pre- 
. m . A 5 * Anting 
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Tenting to every feat, and nominating the 
free counts, who were afterwards inverted 
with their "officer by the emperor as fed* 
daries. 

At this tribunal, as at the old, offences 
of all kinds were tried ; complaints were 
received againft thole, who refufed to be 
tried by their regular judges ; and the 
fittings were held in the open air, though 
there were others in fecret, where the 
principal bufinefs was conduced. From 
the latter circumftance is derived the name 
of fecret tribunal heimliche amU The peo- 
ple knew not the free judges, who were 
bound by a terrible oath to deliver up 
father, mother, brother, fifter, or friend,, 
without exception, if they had done any 
thing cognizable by the tribunal, hi fuch 
cafes they we*e obliged to relate all they^ 
jknew concerning the affair, to cite the 
culprits, and, it they uere condemned,, 
to put them to death wherever they found 
them. Ttus the members of the tribu-. 
nal, in quality of imperial^ commiffioners, 
Ulaintained the authority of the emperor 
ihroughout the whole extent of the em- 
pire, without troubling themfelves about 
: fljie rights of the territories in which they 
£*ercifed thei* power; and would In- 
fallibly have overturned every other ter- 
ritorial fovereignty, had they continued 
to fubSft* - 
/ 4 . The 
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The fecret tribunal is mentioned in hif- 
tory, as an eftablifhment publicly known, 
fo early as 121 1, foon after theextindtfon 
of the grand duchy of Saxony. Before 
that time the free counts probably derived 
their powers from the dukes of Saxony, 
by whom they were undoubtedly nomi- 
nated as fbvereign chieft of the imperial 
commiflioners. It was not, therefore, 
till after the extin6tion of thar duchy, 
that the fecret iriburials were known pub- 
licly. No prince of the empire would 
longer fuffer in his dominions an impe- 
rial commiffion, independant of his con- - 
trol ; and every one confequently endea- 
voured to become himfelf the chief of 
that commiffion* The archbifliop of Co- 
logn, who had obtained the duchy of 
Weftphalia, was the only perfon who > 
oppofed this; and fo effe&ually, that 
throughout almoftxalLWeftphalia, he wad ; 
acknowledged fole chief of the fecret tri- " 
bunals. For a time the free counts of 
that country were nominated by him, and 
oi him received the inveftkure of their 
offices. 

In this, ftate the feeret tribunals remain- 
ed for fome time : -but towards the end of 
the fourteenth, and beginning of the fif- 
teenth century, they fuddenly rofe to fb 
formidable a degree of power, that all 

Germany 
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Germany became alar-naed* I fell! m>ty 

: I ^eHete y exaggerate^ if I fay,, that at 

*: thft«j^iod there wera.fnore . uhaa £t kua-* 

drext thoufend &fe$ judges ;int the em{»^ 

f jprho put to deaths in ail manner c£ way4* 

:^:"'-''HBfe whom the tribunal condemned^- ■* 

£. ,,.. Whea in Bavaria*- in Franeouia, itf Sua* 

.^v^bia* any one refuted to appear "before hi$ 

*$* regular judge* immediately reoourfe was. 

had to one of the free tribunals of Weft* 

phalia, where fentence was pafled* which 

was no fooner known to the ©rdfcf of jfre4 

judges, than a hundred thoufafid affaffintf 

were.fet*in motion, who had fwora not to 

fpare their nea^eft relation, or their deareft 

mend. 

If a free judge werg kflown to fay to a 
perfon condemned by ther fecret tribunal* 
whom he wilhed* to fave, " The bread of 
44 any other xountry is as good as the 
" bread of this/* a mode of expreffion 
ufed on thofe occafions, his comrades were 
bound by their oath to hang him up oil 
the firft \tree, feven feet higher than any 
ether criminal. To> the fentences paffod 
by this tribunal no demur was to be made* 
They muft be executed out of hahd, with 
the utmoft punctuality, and the moft im* 
pKcit obedience, though the perfon to 
whofe lot it; fell had confidered the per* 
ton cor\de*nned< as the mofl; virtuous nw* 

in 
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k> th* world* Thw kidueed aknofl: ail 
p&foAfr of birth, ^tid fortune to feat ad* 
Hiiflkm' into the orde* . Every- prince, bad 
. feme free judges in hk council ; and. the** 
were feme even amongft the raagiftratesr 
of tbej Imperial cities *." In. thofe day* 
more gentlemen; were free judges thaaara 
now free mafens. lathe procafo whki* 
the city of Gihabruck. had- to every ot) 
agairift Conrad of Lang-en,, when- the Iat~ 
ter.w.aa condemned, near three huudred 
free judges were prefent at the fitting., o£ 
whom part was of the order of nobility* 
part Ample burghers f. In fhort, manji 
princes alfo fought adoiiffion, as- theMuko 
of Bavaria, the margrave of Bsandear 
burg, &c. 

The fervile , obedience exacted by the 
fecret tribunal from it's members, appears- 
in the following fpeech of duk« Wiliiara 
of Brunfwic, who was one of the" fre$ 
judges : " I muft hang duke Adolphus o£ 
" Slefwic, if he came to fee me,, or my 
" comrades will hang me J,.'* . , 

# Werlich relates, in his Chronicles of Augftenft 
p. 2. c. 9. that theyce were thirty -fix jw%es m th«' 
city of Aug/burg alexne. From this an eftimate ma*jc 
be formed how many there were in the whole of 
Germany. ' - \ 

f Beim. Krefl". vons archid.. Wefen, in App. p* 
161. 

% John von Bafcfee is Reform, Moaaft* 111; .4*. 
p. 942; - ,. .-...••; 

It 
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It was extremely rare for any one to 
*fcape from the purfuit of the fecret tri- 
bunal j for the free judges, not being 
known, watched the moment when a 
prince went abroad frpm his palace, a 

! gentleman from his caftle, or a burger 
rom the place of his abode, to go by 
night and nail to his gate the citation of 
the fecret tribunal. If he did i*ot appear, 
after this ceremony had been three times 
performed, he was condemned ; though 
he was ufually cited a fourth time before 
the execution of the fentence ; after which 
he was delivered over to the vengeance of 
that invincible army of the free judges, 
which quitted not the purfuit till he wa$ 
hunted to death. 

When a free judge was not of himfelf 
ftrong enough to feize a criminal and hang 
him, he was bound not to lofe fight of him, 
till he found a fufficient number of his 
comrades to enable him to execute his 
purpofe, and thefe were bound to affift 
him, without aflcing any queftions, on hid 
making certain figns. They hung up the 
perfon condemned with a willow branch, 
inftead of a rope, to the firft tree in the 
high road, but never to a gallows. If 
they were obliged, by circumftances, to 
kill the criminal with a .poniard, or in 
fome other way, they fattened the corpfe 
to a tcee, and left. their knife in it, that it 

niigU 
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might be known he had not been affaf- 
finated, but executed by a free judge. 

All their operations were enveloped m 
the profoundeft myftery, and even now it 
is unknown by what fign * the fages > as 
they called themfelves, knew each other r 
ftill lefs are we acquainted with the greater 
part of their regulations. Though the 
emperor was reputed chief paramount of 
the order, what paffed in the fecret tri- 
bunal was forbidden to be revealed to 
him ; only if he afked whether fuch a p.er- 
fon had been condemned, he might be 
anfwered yes, or no. If, however, he 
afked the name of a perfon condemn- 
ed, this he was not to be told. A proof 
of this may be feen in the anfwers the 
free counts gave the emperor Robert in 

The emperor, or the duke his repre- 
sentative, could make free judges no wher£ 
but on the red foil, that is to fay, in Weft- 
phalia : moreover, k muft be in a free tri-r 
bunal, and with the affiftance of two or 
three free judges as witnefles. - As to the 

* In a writing at Hcrfbrt have been obferved the 
following letters : S. S. G. G. Thefe according to 
fome fignify in German : Jloc % ftein, gras, grein r in 
Englifh, Jojci, Jone, grafc moau." S. Pleffinger, 
T. IV. p. 490. ' 

j- App. datt. Dc Faee public*, p. 177. 

mjftxcal 
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jayftical meaning of the appellation red 
foil, it has not yet. been expjainad.. J?bs 
baps ir was, giveji to. WeffpKalia-i becaufc 
the field qF the arms of Saxony, wa&gule^* 
The. free judges /werefo tenacious ofthei* 
rights, that, king Winceflaus having, iny 
tended to create free judges in WeGphaliAc, 
of his own authority, when the ..empexor 
Robert afked haw the. real free judges were, " 
to. behave to th^m r was- aafyvered* that: 
they ihould hang them up on the. fpofc. „ 
without mercy* • 

T^e emperor alone had a right to grants 
proteSion to. thofe who had been con^, 
- demned by the feeret tribunal,* This was- 
, *ne of the referves iaferfced by Charle, 
magne in his capitularies. 

The real caufe of the decline of thefe^ 
tribunals was the territQriar fovereignty 
the princes gradually, acquired in their 
Hates* In their endeavours to fupprefs an ', 
eftablifliment independapt of their • autho- - , 
Tity they were fo affiduous, that the finali 
ly fucceeded. It has never been entirely 
abolifhed, however, by the laws of die 
empire, it has only been confined to it's 
arigioal purpafes, and to certain diliricts* 
The emperor ftill bellows free tribunals ad 
feoffe, and many are ftill to be found m 
the county of Mark,- and in the duchy of 
Weft] halia : but they haare lott their indeV 
pcadeosy, and exercife their functions pn- 
* s ly 
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ly in the name of the.fovereign in whofe 
territories they are eftablifhed* 

It appears highly probable, that the pro- 
digious increafe of power acquired by the 
fecret tribunals at the end of the four- 
teenth century, and beginning of the fif- 
teeath, was owing to the anarchy which 
then prevailed in the empire* ' Neither 
the chamber of Wet?lar, nor the aulic 
council then exifted j and it was impof- 
fible for an individual to obtain juftice of 
a prince, or of any of the ftates of the 
empire : v thus the. fecret tribunal for fome 
time remedied this defeft in the Germa- 
nic conftitution, and rendered themfelves 
equally feared and refpe&ed* ' 
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.T was on a Monday, the Morrow 
" of all Saints, that the emperor WinceC 
" laus conduced to his palace the prin- 
" cefs Sophia* daughter of John duke of 
* Bavaria." ^ 

Thus begins the manufcript which we 
ia^e for our guide. We cite this intro- 
' duftion in order to obferve to the reader* 
that our bufinefs is to copy not to invent : 
and having^ premifed this circumftance* 
we (hall convey him at once without far- 
ther circumlocution, into the midft of thofe 
fcenes of feftivity, of which, as the manu- 
fcript informs us, the emperor's marriage 
was the occafion. 

Already, in conformity to the cuftoras 
of the age, had three days elapfed in every 

kind 
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kind of pleafure. The fourth, that of ce<- 
kbrating the marriage, was at length* 
ufhered in^ and it was ufuat to fpend it. 
ifc greater fobriety* 

To this it is to be afcribed, that the,fpirits 
of the &$pevar< werra joytefr a-nd deg*effed- 
when he received the hand of his bride : 
nor was it till the- approach of evening, 
when the ample, balk- o£ the pa^eof 
Prague began to be filled with the dancers,, 
that he applied himfelf to his bottle, thence 
to acquire the gaiety and diflipation o£ 
thought, of which* hs bacd;need in his pre«- 
fent, fo critical fituatibiu 

Indolence and love of eafe had nevter*, 
evtnitr h& early^yc^te,, fuflfered Kim to 
Join in the pfeaftires of the dancie \ and he- 
refiga&i them now to the yotmg men and- 
maidens-, noble and plebeian 1 , wbom the 
Angularity of his character had induced* 
him, twtftout diftin&ion, to admit to this 
entertainment; For himfelf, he retired' 
to a earner of the Hall to play with the- 
duke of Katibor at draughts ; an amufe-' 
menti, it muft be confefifed more fuitable 
to his dignity z^d ag£ than that of danc- 
ing- ' , • > 
- In another corner of the hall the augttflr 

Bride f was feated^ as little participating in 
the tumultuous joys of the-Affemmy as her 
pWfegmatic 1 fariband. Her . perfon was 
charming, andhad.aH the-btoomof ripen* 

ing 
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>ing 'youth* Educated in the folitude of ^ 
.convent, flie had - readily -left it to afiunte 
the imperial diadem ; and as readily would 
inveTCttfsned, :te (pe»d theretbe reilef har 
4ays, the moment *flie beheld ihira .fcy 
whom & was to fee placed ^on • her 4iead. 

Tiie -emperor Winoeflaus^a prin«affho, 
;4hs*igh ifti*he *ig&w fcf fois years, <(4ie*flas 
;«Kfc'y^fctty) feemed already gwroir up to 
4nd<Jlett«e ^and tloUi, the ufual companions 
oof old age ; his ^countenance pale QQd <ra- 
^arerous, 4ug'eyas-du& and lifefefe, unldfs 
«rben^the eireliiig glafs gave them *an ap- 
ypeaJ«ftce L of -animation-; the emperor Win- 
-^cefcui, -tfhpfe mind was *s deftitute of , 
liable qualities, ^as&is perfcn of the graces ; 
4*e <whom, hut for 'the external fymbols 
(Of his ftation, it 'would have 'been fcnptff- 
iibleto diftinguifli from the meaa^ft Wilis 
Jubje&s— what a hufbaod for Sophia! 

It is -not known whether -this jaftfcrtu- 
»nate princefs ever felt ibr another that at- 
tachment^ >whtclv at*he'foot of the -altar, 
- and ^agawift the wifli of twr heart, 4be had 
jiaCbrowedto Winoeflaus. Ckrtainhbw- 
^everit ie, that in this -numerous affetnbl y,; 
4n which <he was firft in beauty as ia^a5E^"~ 
there was aot a man, if ^we ^exce^t the eld 
duke of Ratibor, tke intimate friend other 
4iufband, to whom that hufband could be 
Referred. Judge from this drcumftance, 
how deplorable was the fituation of -this 

young 
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young maiden, whofe heart,' formed for 
tendernefs, aiked only to love ; and who, 
as virtuous as innocent, regarded as cri- 
minal every refleftion to which fhe was led 
by companions, that continually obtruded 
themfelves to the disadvantage of her lord. 
Meanwhile Sophia had been fo fortu- 
nateas to find in the duke of Bavaria, what 
few daughters meet with in * a father : a 
friend, the confident , of her moft fecret 
thoughts. It was from affe&ion to him, 
flie had given her hand to Winceflaus j 

. which flie would willingly have with-held, 
had fhe not known that her father had 
placed his happinefs on feeing her emprefs. 
She faw no alternative, therefore, but to 
fubmit to ber deftiny, or deftroy all the 
hopes of a man to whom fhe was fincerely 
attached, and become the inftrument of 
his ruin and difgrace* 

The duke of Bavaria too prudent to 

.abandon his daughter in fo diftrefsful a 
moment, and unable to prevail upon her 
to join in the tumultuous pleafures of her 
nuptials, partook of her fojitude in. this 
crowded affembly, liftened to her fighs 
and her regrets, . ami by the counfels of 
wifdom traced out the condufl: it would 
henceforth become her to purfue. 

" It is time, my daughter, and more 

" than time," faid he to her, " to ba- 

" nifli the gloomy train of ideas that oc- 

* " cupies 
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* e oupips your mind. Thefe comparifons 
" to the diikdvantage of your hufband, 
<« this defire of not being elevated to the 
u rank deftined you by fortune, and of 
■**- returning to your convent, thefe fighs, 
* e thefe regrets, are all too late. I fliall 
* c alwayis indeed be ready to liftea to 
u them j but at the fame time I will never 
u ceafe to, remind you of the advantages 
*' attached to your elevation, and to which 
" you feem too much inclined, to ihut 
44 your eyes"/* 

" Advantages, my father !? exclaimed 
"Sophia. "What! this crown! the title 
** of emprefs!" 

" Doubtlefs thefe are trifles^" replied 
the duke. " But do you regard as equally 
€ * Infignificant, the power of promoting 
* € the happinefs of fo many nations ? the 
* c power, perhaps, by your virtues, by that 
" angelic and irrefiftible fweetnefe, which 
* f /enchants even me, of reftoring a de- 
" praved princeto virtue, whom no pther 
** means have been able to reclaim?" 

" Ah! thought Sophia, her eyes over- 
flowing with tears, this would be attempt- 
ing to trarifmute lead into gold. 

4 €C Do you regard as equally infignifi- 
'*' cant, theliaving paid obedience to your 
* c father's will, and rendered him happy 
** by the facrifice of your inclinations to 
-" Jiisi" , ' - 

Sophia 
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Sophia preflbd thfe'hand dFthe dtikejo 
v tier lips, and. affured'hini, that this motiye 
washer 6nly.£onf6latiqn, when Ihe ^e- 
ftefited cja the crowd of forrows th$t were 
.about to bQ'herjjQftxon as the wfe pf^Wjji- 
ceflaus. 

*' ;te\Lme not? fa# th? 4*ike, « ft!! 
."" pie £oty r my child, df forrow. l$u,ir 
"^ .poffi^iethe ftould be unhappy,. w,hp-!-" 

"Rqac^er, letme ftpp. Thou^ttt eafily 
divine what were the arguments wljid* tlji$ 
prudent f after ^roployed withes daugh- 
ter. Hiftory informs jis, .jftat; the f v^nq;a- 
'ble duke was one of the <jnoft dpjjugjxt 
prince$.of his timej ^dthat,iiQdiU|g^puld ~ 
.refill theforce of truth wh^p. k proceeded 
from his lips. ^Npr were Jhis e£4s&* 
« yotjrs ineflfrttual. 

Sophia became calm for the raoipejjt : 
and her condttffc 4uripg a Jong ajid dffljft. 
jng marri^je with a man, who could 4n- 
fpire her with no ientiment but averfiQp j 
fier -fidelity, patience, ^nd tfie attentive 
cares fhe beftowed Qnher h\ift>£i*4j Under 
the misfortunes in whichhe was frequently 
plunged by his jnifgdnduft, >were certain- 
Jy the -fruit of the leffbns Ihe recsiv^d on 
this Qccafioji from her "father* .and wluph 
were interrupted by an : ^vent, that ,^re 
(hall. reftrve. for ths following chapter., 

C H A P. 
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CHAPTER It. 

THPE night being for advanced, the 
dancers ceafed their fport. Part of the 
guefts feated themfelves to take refrefh* 
ment, and reft their wearied limbs: others* 
tired of the fcene and intoxicated with 
wine, funk in the arms of deep. Among 
the latter was the aueuft Spoufe of Sophia* 
After a difpute with his antagonift at 
draughts, which according to cuftom, he 
had decidedin fay our of himfelf, a vaft gob* 
let, which he twice emptied to celebrate 
liis vi&ory, laid him fenfelefs in his chjur. 

Sophia arid her father were too deeply 
engaged«in conversation, to think whether 
he were afleep or awake; and probably 
nothing but the fcene which on a fudden 
broke on them, could have diftra&ed their 
attention. 

Silence had reigned undifturbed in the 
hall for the fpace of half an hour, when it 
was interrupted by the found of harmoni- 
ous inftruments, approaching at a diftance, 
and faluting -the ear with' tones far more 
grateful than the harfli and difcordant ones 
which had animated the dancers. " What/* 
cried Sophia, looking at her father, " do 
" I hear ?" The mttfic continued to ap* 
proach. " Celeftial harmony ! added flie, 
clafping her hands together ; " as fweet, 

Vol. I. B « as 
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" as affe&ing as that of the nuns in the 

cc choir of my convent! happy, happy days, 

** that I fpent in that peaceful retreat !" 

Who does not know. the power of har- 
.jnony, even^over'hearts awake to no tender - 
rfentiment? What then muft have been 
its effeft on that of Sophia ! 'Her eyes were 
filled with tears, and the ipeftacle, that 
in a few moments prefented itfelf, com- 
pleted her .emotion. The gates opened.: 
; a troop of young damfels appeared, and 
advanced with flow and meafured fteps to 
the place where Sophia was feated. . They 
fung to the apcompanyment of harps and 
flutes. Their fong, had it *beeiThanded- 
down to us entire, would, no doubt, have 
been far from exciting the applaufe of mo- 
dern connoifieurs, for both the words, and 
the mufic were adapted to the unpblifhed 
tafte of the age : yet fuch was their effeflt 
on the emprefs, that her inmoft foul was 
moved ; and it was probably the firft oc- 
currence of the day that had awakened in : 
•her the leaft fenfation of pleafure. 

" O thou P* fung the damfels, forming 
an ample circle round theprincefs,— " who 
<* haft this day exchanged thy virgin zone 
" for an imperial diadem, may happinefs 
" be the refult of the exchange ! Thou haft . 
* c relinquifhed 'the title of maiden, to af- 
" fume the more grateful appellation of 
<** mother of thy people. Accept it then 

with 
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* with fatisfa&ion ; accept it with joy. 
u irifpire our mailer with paternal reel- 
" ings, and we will ever regard thee as the 
" fQurce of our happinefs. Behold thefe 
" flowers to which the fpring gives birth, 
" and which we lay at thy feet amidft 
" the frofts of winter. Our hearts, and 
u thefe ornaments, fo dear to us, are the 
" only prefents we have to offer." — Thus 
faying, the floor round Sophia was ftrewed 
with all the, native perfumes of fpring, 
and the damfels kneeled at the feet of their 
fovereign. While they eagerly endeavour-' 
ed to kifs the hem of her robe, fhe who 
led the band, advanced with a timid air 
towards the princefs, and kneeling prefent^ 
ed her a coronet of flowers in a vafe of gold. 

The emprefs, in the excefs of her emo- 
tion, was unable to exprefs hex feelings : 
fiie held out her hands to the damfels that 
kneeled round her, and, regardiefs of her: 
rank, (looped to embrace them. 

" Charming, angelic creatures i" cried 
fce at length. " Dearefl: children, with* 
u what emotions you fill my heart ! yes 
" I will be your mother: through my* 
" inftrumeiitality your lord and mine fliail 
" become your father. But what are the' 
" words of your fong ? O repeat them 
" to me again ! -* 

^They were preparing to 'execute her 

commands, when {he .made a motion "with 

B 2 her 
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fcer hand and faid* "I would not hear 
*' thejn fung; your mufic is enchanting, 
** but I wifli only to have t?he words/' 

The leader of the troop obeyed, and re- 

seated what *her companions had fung, 

srith a grace and expareffion that gave i^ew 

charms to what ihe delivered. ^ 

Sophia wept, and tenderly prefling the 

ba»d pf the yov^ng maiclen : ". Yes, 8 ex- 

A claimed fhe, looking at her father, " yev 

^ •*< I fwear to you, and to thefe innocent 

* **< young wbmen 4 that I will be a mother 
*5 to them. All the affeftiona of my heart 
■ € f fhali be engroffcid by my people* Pfc* 
M tiently will I endure " 

i A glance ftom the duke reminded ber, 

* that fte w?as in the midft of a numerous 
aflfembly* and. not alone with him.*— She 
ftept. After a moment Vfileaee, " What is 
-**• your name?" faid ihe> ip the gentleft 
a»d TOoft endearing tone, to the young 
.damfel who had recited the words of the 
#>ng«— " Ida/ 5 replied the young woman, . 
/qafting down her eyes.- 1 —" Ida !" refumed 

f Sophia. " I once knew a princefs of that 

**' name: is it poffible you. can be-—— " 

" My mme is Ida Munfter," faid the 

r young woman, blufliing inftantly like 

' Jfearlej:. -" I am the daughter of ~a ftatu- 

■ M ary !" 

" The daughter of a*— -What ! fo 
*< handfcms, of f© noble a deportment, 
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« fo— what (hall I fay? and the daugh- 
" ter only of a ftatuary!" 

" My father is a very honeft' man, and 
** a loyal fubje& of the emperor. ,,% 

" Wonderful girl L matchlefs of thy 
* kind !" . % 

** O no!" cried Mar* retiring a few fteps,. 
and poinding to her companions. " How 
u many among thefe are- my equals V 
** how many fuperior to me !*- 

We beg to' inform the reader, that Ida' 
*was miftaken in this particular: Her com-' 
panions were'goed fort *>f girls, and their 
perfons far from difagreeable : but not one 
of them could at all compare with her. 
In them every thing betrayed a want of 
education ; every thing evinced *hat it was 
to thefolemnity. of the day alone they were 
indebted for an appearance above their fta- 
tioh y whilil Ida in fpite of the elegance 
of her drefs, feemed as much at her eafe 
as the ladies of the coutt by whomihe was^ 
furrounded,. and who fought by their 
whifpefs t6 abafli hen 

Sophia took in good part the indfreflf 
teflon Ida had given her. u You are 
u all my children, you all are equally 
*< dear to me:'* cried flie, ftretching 
out her hands to the young women, who 
had remained on thei^knees. " RHe, and 
416 let me give you fome token of the fa- 
w tisfe&ion. I have received. Here, pretty 
B & " bluer 



12 HERMAN OF UtfNA. 

" blue eyes ; and you* my little Tparkler, 
" take thefe remembrances ; and let them 
w fometimes remind you of your emprefs, 
" your mother." Inftantly fee began to 
difencumber herfelf of her magnificent 
bracelets, and diamond bows, and diftri- 
bute them amongft the young women, who 
timidly withdrew their hands, on her offer* 
ing them fuch valuable prefents* " Take 
" them, 'take them," faid Sophia; whd 
conceived that all the trappings (he wore, 
were her own, and was yet to learn, that 
an emprefs had lefs command over her 
jewels than the loweft perfon of her court : 
" take them, my dear children* and bear 
" me in your remembrance." 

Sophia wa& in an extacy, a delirium of 
joy : but it was a delirium from which fhe 
was quickly awakened by the princefs of 
Ratihor, governefs of the houfehold, who 
whifpered fomething in her ear. " Am 
" I emprefs," replied Sophia, " and not 
." at liberty to difpofe as J pleafe of my 
" ornaments?* Then recollefling herfelf : 
" .This at leaft," added fhe, "is my 
" own," loofing a chain of gold from 
.her neck. " Take it, my dear Idat It 
" was a prefent from my godmother, the 
" .coijntefs of Wirtemberg, and is no 
" jewel of the crown*" Ida made a low 
reverence, and cafting her eye modeftly 
on herfelf faid, " I am already more fplen- 

diuly 
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** didly adorned than becomes my ftation ; 
" yet were it not too bold in me* while I 
€ * decline this gift of my fovereign, I 
cc would requeft of her another more a- 
** greeable to my wiffies." "Afk what you 
** will : there is nothing I can refufe you/*' 

4< O ! " one of thofe beautiful ringlets 
" that flow down that bofom : what a pre- 
" fent would it be to me ! I fhquld deem 
ctr it the proudeft ornament and moft dif- 
** tinguifhed mark of honour ; it fhoulcT 
« be- ----"—« Ehthufiaff r cried So- 
phia, and at the fame time flie cut off a 
k>ck of her. hair with fuch eagernefs, that 
the point of the fciffars fctatched her neck, 
Ztnd tinged her handkerchief with blood, 

Ida had fuflkient prefence of;mind to' be* 
one of the firft to flop the bleeding with 
her veil. .The hall inftantly refounded 
with the cry of the emprefs is wounded !" 
though neither the paia nor the wound was 
greater than the prick of a, pin might have: 
occafioned* The guefts approached in* 
crowds to witnefs the difafter, and the up- 
• roar that prevailed about Sophia, terrified 
her more than the trifle that had given rife 
to it. The trembling Ida and her compa- 
nions were difmiffed by the princefs of 
Ratibor with the feverity of a rigid gover^ 
nefs j and the company broke up. 

: B: 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER HI. 

% ON the arrival of the young damfels, all 
the company had gathered together, and 
even Winceflaus was roufed from his ftu- 
por of intoxication. Sophia had had a 
thoufand witneffes, a thoufand fevere judg- 
es of her anions. The laft incident fe- 
doubled their murmurs. Diffatisfa&ioflt 
was marked on. the countenance of the 
emperor ; the duke of Bavaria appeared 
^mbarraffed; and it is faid, that the bride, 
before flie retired^ received a^evere repri- 
mand from the pripcefs of Ratibor. • The 
old lady could not forgive Sophia* for ex- 
cluding her from the converfation flie had 
hfid with her father. A fignal from the 
young emprefs had forced hex to withdraw t , 
after in vain obferving, that explicit orders 
were given her not tb quit her. majefty for 
a moment. The fpite fhe had conceived 
againft the princ^fs* in eonfequence of 
tyiis exclufion, manifefted itfelf in the re- 
u&jDnftrances flie made her, refpefting the 
conduft it became her to purfue in her new 
£tuation a and her recent behaviour to the 
young wonted ( The extreme pfeafure So- 
phia nad felt from a, drcumftance of To 
trivial importance #s the coronet of flow- 
ew, her familiarity with perfons of no 

con- 
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cohdition, her cbnverfetion vrith Ida, h*r 
prefents, and particularly the adventure 
of the lock of hair ; were all cartvafled and 
reprefented m colours fo tmfavourable, 
that Sophia herfelf was cohfounded, and 
carried her condtfcenfieft fo far as to ac- 
knowledge, that flie had g*ne too great 
fengths, that fee did not ytt know what 
decorum permitted an emprefs to do* and* 
that fhe had too much of the fimplicify 
ufually acquired in a convenr y of which 1 
Ae would endeavour to correct herfelf, 

Sophia was conduced to het chambef,; 
«ad there compelled a Second time to- 
Jiear, from the mouth of her hufband, th* 
ie&ure (he had already received froifi the 
governefsofthehoufehoM. The reproaches 
of Winceflaus were chiefly refpe&ing thfe 
jewels of the crowh, which the erbpfcefe 
had been fd liberally drftributifcg, but: 
which were, preferred by the ititenerence 
©f the princefs of Ratibor. " I bdaev$/*' 
lirid he to her, #$ he examined the jewel* 
inclofed in their calket, " that you would; . 
* 4 have given away even your Weddifig 
" ring."— O no/' replied Sophia, " 1 
** am jiot ignorant how heteflaty it is B 
" lhould keep that to remind m« of my 
** d^y.^^Wineeflatte Iras too ftufcid to 
Jrerceive the pofeat. of this reply j but the, 
bride was alarmed at ^hat fte had laid* 
She was afraid of i>drig'afe«d whether fet 
B 5 ., had 
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v had need of fuch a monitor ; and fhehaf- 
' tehed therefore to give another tumtothe 
converfation. She poffefled drie of thofe 
gentle and benevolent hearts, which* if 
ever they infli&^an involuntary wound, 
are eager to apply to it the healing bahn y 
"and foften, by obliging expreffions, the 
poignancy of a thoughtlefs repartee.— 
" Have not I too received a prefent ? faid 
flie, fhowing Ida's coronet of flowers, 
which was placed on a table in its vafe. 
" But no: this precious gift is not for 
," me ; I hay it at the feet of my emperor/* 
* Wincefl^us muft have been even a more 
contemptible being than he was, had he 
not been moved by the affe&ing air with 
which the charming Sophia offered him 
her coronet. He cfofped her in his arms, 
called her a good girl, which was one of 
his tendered expreffions, and then let her 

Eo, in order to fet down the gift, which m 
is eyes was of no value- But perceiv- 
ing the golden vafe, in which Ida had 
prefented the cotonet of flowers, and ta 
which Sophia had paid little attention, he 
exclaimed with aftonifhment, " What is 
^ this? 5 * -- " It is. the vafe in which the 
u flowers were prefented to me^ faid fhe. 
~-" And this fitk handkerchief?"— So- 
phia imagined, that it had been employed 
as afcreen to the flowers, that the moif. 
Cure pf the air might not diminifh their 
4 , bloom* 
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blooms— Winceflaus (hook his head,, as 
he removed the handkerchief, fancying he 
underftoocj this method of making pre- 
feats.— 4 < Ah," refumed he, contemplating 
the vafe with complacency, the. weight of 
which aflured him that it was equal to a 
good number of crowns : u Ah, I thought 
- €C no one wotlld have prefumed to offer ai* 
* c emprefs fo paltry a prefent as a coronet 
•" of flowers. Let us calculate the value 
«* of this vafe." 

While Winceflaus was making his cal- 
culation, Sophia withdrew to a window to* 
hide her tears. She felt a fenfation which, 
flie could not define. Her heart was fo* 
opprefled, that fhe was ready to faint. 
She opened the cafement for air. " O hea- 
• cc . ven P' faid the, in a low voice, and with 
a figh, " grant me ftrength always to ac- 
" quit mylelf with propriety of the long and 1 
'«* painful tafklhave to perform. Suchfen- 
" timents in an emperor ! and' that em-* 
-" peror-my hufband T What a being l 9p 

" The vafe/' cried Winceflaus at larf, 
€C is worth precifely three hundred crowns* . 
'" What"* is the name of the young wq- 
?' man who brought it you;" 

" Ida Munfter r " anfwere.d v Sophia; with 
a voice that almoft* betrayed the tears fhe 
had been flieddihg. ' ; 

" Ida Munfter"! ' very well. But* come> 
" my dear .whyC 'do you* remaift fo long; 

expofed* 



u 
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" expofed to the cold air ? fchat 1 , yoa 
c< have been crying! is any thing the 
" flatter with you? 

u Alas! what can be more diftcefliiig,'* 
repfied Sophia, clafpicg her h^ids^ * 6 thai*: 
u to receive prefents from one's fubjs&s* 
*' and not have the power of requiting^ 
*!" them ? The trifles I difbcibuted to thofe 
cc kind hearted girls were taken from 
u .them, while I am obliged to keep what 
u they have given me/* ; , 

. " Ypu are miftaken ; the prefeat you 
** would have made them was. incompara- 
u bly greater than that which you re- 
" ceived. w 

" And is it not thus fovereigns fhould 
* c teconapenfe their fubje&s? 

" But the people are intended to (hare 
* " with their emperor what they gain un- 
<" der his protection," 

4C Oh ! take without fcruple what your 
u princes, your nobles may give you: 
" but thefe tradefmen, thefe artifts, thefe 
* mechanics, who , ? " 

'** I tell you again, yon are miftaken. 
** Among this cutis of my fubje&s there 
" are many who are able to pay,* and they 
** do f$* The nobilky are poor in com* 
** parifon with them : labour and industry 
* <c procure treafures to thefe, which the 
" great *an only acquire by {dander and 
" we fpeils. of m e©«my." 

^T Win. 
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Winceflams was in the right : the cir- 
cuvnitanccs of the different raaks of focie- 
ty, were nearly as he had depi&ed thenu 
But Sophia was act to be conceited by 
this logic, aaad {he continued to weep; 
perhaps from regret at not being able to 
make compenfetion for the preferit Ihe had 
received, and partly, perhaps, from a pro* 
fpe& of the melancholy pilgrimage that 
lay before hen 

The emperor called his valet to undrefs 
him ; and Sophia's women entered to put 
theif miftrefs to bed. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SOPHIA was not rendered fo happy 
by her new fituation as to forget, like 
many young married ladies, every pre* 
ceding attachment and pleaiure. The 
fcene of the young damfefe prefenting 
their flowers, the only one fhe had found 
interefting during the celebration of her 
nuptials, had never quitted her mind. 
It was . the , laft obje& of her thoughts as 
ihe refigned herfelf to fleep, and the firft 
image taat prefented it&lf when fhe awoke 
in the morning. She fent for Ida, b*t Ida 
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-was indifpofed. She fen t a fecond time y 
ordering the meffenger, if Ha were un- 
able tocome to court, at leaft to' enquire 
the names of her companions. Thefe, 
not being indifpofed, repaired-immediately 
to the emprefsv. 

The generous wife of Wmcefkus could 
notfuppprt the idea of receiving a preferit 
from perfons of that clafs of her fubje&s 
which is fupported by induftry, without 
making them a feturn. She accompani- 
ed, therefore, her obliging thanks to the 
young women, with- prefents that' could 
not be taken from them, as they cojifti- 
tuted no part of the jewels of the crown, 
but had been the property of Sophia while 
fee was yet unmarried- 

The princefs of Ratibor deemed both 
the prefents and the thanks fuperfluous ; 
and conceived that the emprefs compro- 
mifed her dignity by the converfatibn- Ihe 
held with fuch ptebdan fimpfettmsi The 
term Jimpleians, which (he employed on 
this occafiori, was not altogether improper. 
In the' whole company there was not a 
fmgle Ida, They knew nothing beyond 
Tinging -their fong, and anfwering Sophia 
with awkward timidity*.* The - emprefs 
queftioned them concerning Jd^, being at 
a lofs to comprehend how this young wo«- 
man had been able fo far to lurpafs her 
companions,- who were of- the, fapae ciafe 

as 
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; as herfelf, and mull confequently have 
received the fame education. Through 
the anfwers they gave, flie fometimes per- 
ceived traces of fecret envy, fometimes 
of contempt for merit whifch it was im* 
poffible for them to attain. Sophia dif- 
covered, however, from their account^ 
that Ida was m only child ; %hat her pat- 
rents were rich, and loved her tenderly ; 
that fhe was too haadfome, too attra&ive, 
to be loved by her companions ; and that 
heT inclination for folitude, owing to aeon- 
■ibioufnefs of her fuperiority, or, as they 
termed it, her pride, feldom permitted her 
to mix in the circle, m which (he had per- 
formed the day before f© brilliant a part, 
• The many commendations beftowed ok 
thefe young women by the emprefs, would 
have been more than fufficient to procure 
them the admiration of the whole court, 
had not Ida fo far outfhone them, that her 
name was repeated from every mouth, and 
her idea alone occupied the -attention oi 
every mind. The young courtiers had 
not forgotten the inexpreffible grace with 
which flie prefented ' herfelf. They en* 
"quired into the minuteft circumftances re- 
fpe&ing her ; befieged her father's houfej 
aiked where fhe was to be feen; were 
aftoniflied at not meeting her any where, 
and pitied her for not being born to a more 
elevated, rank* Among them y however^ 
.♦ ' " ' - • was 



was onfc, the young Herman of Unna, a. 
gentleman of Weftphalia, whofe condufik 
was the reverfe of ail this* He never pro- 
Bounced her same, afked no qufeftitotfr 
concerning hef, and neither pitied nor ad- 
mired her in public ; but, filled with her 
idea* he. thought of her inceffafctly in pri* 
vate> and had dlfcoverecl the church, to 
which fee regularly repaired to bear mafa* 
^before bis comrade* hi*d gone through half 
their refearchefc, 

Herman was only eighteen years of age* 
Admitted early to the court of Winceflaus*. 
which was far from being the beft poffifile 
ichool, hk pHncipies upon the chapiter of 
love, his virtue and his morals* could rart 
be fappcrfed very ftri& ; and of cpurfe he 
regarded his inclination for a girl, wham, 
Arom difparrty of rank, he could never 
think of marrying, as a matter of trivial 
importance. A favourite and confident of 
the emperor, in whofe ferviee he had been, 
almoft from infancy, in quality of page, 
he had frequently been his agent in a va* 
riety of intrigues j which prove Wincef- 
lans to have had little delicacy in affairs of 
love, and that he coutd make himfelf 
happy without feminizing tmtters too 
aicely..' Thus circumftanced, when wa« 
Herman to have imbibed fentiments fuita- 
fcte to his birth and the virtue of Ida f It 
juuft be acknowledged, hotrever,, m his 

favour, 
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favour, that he had formed no criminal 
deligns : he fuffered himfelf to be led on 
by his paflion, without once looking for- 
ward to its confequences. 

Notwithftanding every attempt of our 
young courtier, he could not gain accefs 
to the houfe of old Munfter. His door 
was open to thofe only who had bufinefs. 
with him ; and he had too much penetra- 
tion to be the dupe of artifice. Herman 
was obliged therefore to content himfelf 
with the pleafure of feeing/ the objed of 
his attachment at the church to which fhe 
went daily to offer up her orifonsj but her 
devotion was too fincdre, her attention too 
profound, for a fingle glance to ft ray to-' 
wards her admirer. Befidej fee feldom 
appeared v at church without a large thick 
veil, not put on to attrafl: the eyes of 
gazers, rather than fcreen the counte- 
nance from obfervation ; for it was a* 
coarfe and unadorned as the veil of a cqul- 
mon mechanic's daughter. 

It was only on Sundays, when her fa^ 
ther went to church in his beft fuit of 
clothes, and with a fword by his fide, that 
foe appeared With her face unveiled, walk* 
ing by her mother. A new light then 
feemed to- Herman diiFufed through the 
aide, though it was a light that fliane not 
for him. What would he not have given 
for one of thofe looks., fo tender and fa 

devout^ 
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with Sufanna, omitting however fome few 
particulars ; and Sophia faw in his atten- 
tions to that lady, nothing more than ill- 
timed or exceffive proofs of gratitude, 
which flie did not fail to interpret with-her 
ufual indulgence. The commendations 
which the emperor beftowed on madam 
yon Baden, induced even Sophia to fhow 
her fome efteem. Soon, however, (he 
was made acquainted with the foolifh 
amours of Winceflaus, and flie was then 
firft convinced^ that to all her other trou- 
bles muft be added that of having a rival, 
and a rival too fo lunworthy of hen She 
frequently wept in fecret ; and the prin- 
cefs of Ratibor once furprifing her in 
tears, feized that opportunity of gaining 
her confidence, which fte had before at- 
tempted in vain. 

.. Sophia thought (he could not depofit 
her griefs in the bofom of a perfon attached 
to her more fincerely. The fqle confident 
of her rnoft fecret thoughts, her father, to 
whonj her hufband had hinted, in a man- 
r ner far from equivocal, a defire of liis ab- 
foice, had quitted Prague a few days after 
the marriage ; and his unhappy daughter 
was thus left, without refource, to the 
guidance of her own discretion. For the 
firft time in her life Sophia embraced the 
governefs of the houfehold ; and though 
this lady feemed to employ herfelf only in. 

, giving 
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giving her difagreeabte information ref- 
pe&ing the caufe of her chagrin, yet fhe 
found a fort of confolation in fpeaking of 
her misfortunes, and giving free rent to 
her complaints, and to the contempt fhe 
felt for fo unworthy a huftiand. 

From this moment the princefs of Rati- 
bor began to affumc dcfpotk authority 
eve? the empreft. She exalted or deprei- 
fed whom fhe pieafed ; prefcribed to So- 
phia, what obje&s to love and what to hate ; 
and, a* Ida was forgotten at court, it 
woi*ld not have been allowable to revive 
the remembrance s>i her, had even the 
emprefs defired it. 

■ .. ■ » ■■ , ■ ■ ■ » •" ■■■■ 

CHAPTER.V. , 

HERMAN, meanwhile, never ceafed 
to think of his beloved Ida. The difficulty 
he found in fpeaking to her, or obtaining 
a ftngle look, inflamed him the more, and 
exalted her in his eyes. Her obfeure birth 
which at fij-ft had been a matter of fo total 
indifference, now began to difquiet him* 
He wiflied either to raife her to his own 
rank, or reduce himfelf to a level with 
her*. To effcS this^ a thoufand roman- 
tic expedients occurried to his mind : for 
though romances did not then exift, the 

. heads 
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heads of young perfons were nqt 4efs fer- 
tile in imagining .extraordinary adven- 
tures, which- amufed them as much as 
Voofcs of this ftamp amufe our contempo- 
raries. -~ 

To elevate Ida to an equality with him- 
felf, to addrefs her with honourable de- 
fign*, and to make her his wife, appeared 
to Herman impoffible. The confent of 
the, emperor to an unequal match might 
probably be obtained ; for on that head, as 
oa many ottiers, he was extremely indul- 
gent:! but Herman had relations who 
were not fo indifferent. He was poor, and 
the place of chamberlain, which he had 
filled with diftinftion for fix months, was 
far from lucrative. It is true the parents 
of Ida were rich ; neverthelefs, all things 
confidered, Herman began to be of opi- 
nion, that he feould find the fecond road 
to.happinefs the mofl: eafy.' He refolved 
therefore to reduce himfelf to a level with 
her; and to Sacrifice to his love, rank, 
family, and all his future hopes of prefer- 
ment. 

It is not known what fteps he took to 
obtain, this end* He probably attempted 
to gain admiffion into old Munfter's houfe 
as an apprentice : but whether the crafty 
ftatu^ry recolle&ed the figure he had fo 
often , feen in different difguifes, or whe- 
ther he had other reafons to be on his 

guard, 
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guard, it appears that Herman failed in 
his fcheme - f for our manufcript reprefents 
him, fliortly. after the period in which he 
muft have made thefe .attempts, in as 
hopelefs a fituation as at the commence- 
ment of his amour. 

We have obferved, that Herman was 
the favorite and confident of Winceflaus, 
Pale and deje&ed, he was more officious 
than ever in attending his mafter ; and all 
his looks feemed to exprefs the defire he 
felt o£ being afked the caufe of his defpon- 
dency, and receiving proffers of afSftancc. 
But Winceflaus faid not a word. He re- 
fembled not thofe princes who are always 
ready to gratify the wifhes of their favo* 
rites ; on the contrary, he poffefled one 
of thofe cold and infenfible minds, which 
receive from thofe around them but flight 
and fugitive impreflions. One might have 
been tortured before his eyes without his 
betraying any emotion.; have died without 
his- perceiving it.j and returned to life 
again without his exprefling any aftonifh-' 
ment. 

, This frigid indifference to the iove-fick 
torments of a chamberlain of eighteen, 
will probably be .thought of little import- 
ance., though to him, whom it concerned,- 
it doubtlefs appeared otherwife.-*-But , to 
go on with aur ftory. . > 

Herman 
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Hertnan was of the number of thafe 
fortunate mortals, who frequently owe to 
fome unexpe&ed event, the accomplifh- 
meiit of their deareft wilhes. To the 
langQifhing looks of our hero, the emperor 
paid no attention, and underftood nothing 
of their meaning. Meanwhile, regardlefs 
attd ignorant as he was of them, fie re- 
folved to employ his young confident in a 
bufinefs as aulplcious to his views as Her- 
man himfelf could have defired. 

" Herman," faid he to him one day, 
** what am T to think of thee ? Art thou 
" blind, or doft thou wifh not to fee the 
* chagrin of thy matter ? Why doft thou 
€< not afk what difturbs my repofe." 

Herman bowed,, without anfwering; 
for what indeed could he have faid ? How 
was it poflible to difcover in features, like 
thofeof Winceflaus, traces of forrow, or 
of any other fentiment ? How conjecture 
inward trouble from the countenance of a 
perfon whofe manners were at beft neither 
mild nor engaging ? The reproach of 
the emperor was fupremely unjuft, and. 
filence was the only anfwer that could be 
giVen it. 

" Yes, H^rinan," continued Wincet - 
laus, " I am in the greateft embarraff- 
€ * meht ; and as you have extricated me, 
* c from difficulties on to many former oc- 

, u cafions, 



HERMAN OF UNNA. 31 

" cafions,. I ani difpofed.to think you may 
" ferve me on this." 

Again Herman bowed, and felt a fecret 
fatisfa&ion from the words of the emperor, 
as they recalled to his memory certain ad- 
ventures in which he had been the princi- 
pal a&or, and eveji kindled in his heart a 
vague kind of hope of fpeedily attaining 
his purpofe. 

- " I am in the greateft want of money," 
refumed the emperor. The dower of 
" my wife has been all fwallowed up by 
" the expences of the nuptials. You 
" know I was not fparing. Forty thou- 
" Fand florins were a good round fum 5 and 
" required me to be generous. Well, 
" they are gone ; and with them have I 
u obtained an infupportable cenfor of my 
" conduct. This is what I have left; 
" while that alone which rendered her t 
c< perfon defirable is vaniflied for ever/' 

The heart of Herman revolted at this 
language. He had long indeed witrieffed 
the imprudent prodigality of his mailer, 
as well as his biindnefs to t\\e knavery of 
thofe by whom he was' fur rounded: but 
forty thoufand florins, the whole dower of 
a princefs confidered as rich, and which 
were equal to the portion which the king 
of England had lately given with his 
daughter, to the great fatisfa&ion of 16s 
fon-in-law — the diflipation of fuch a fum 

Vol. L G con* 
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confounded all the ideas of Herman ; and 
had not the emperor named madam von 
Baden, to whom he afcribed a part of this 
extraordinary expence, it would not have 
been poffible, for our young chamberlain 
to have unriddled the myftery. 

Herman was not unacquainted with the 
•chara&er of Sufanna. He had heard of 
her rage at the marriage of Winceflaus ; 
he knew that fhe had been daring enough 
to threaten her paramour with difcovering 
certain circumftances to "Sophia and her 
father, that would infallibly have broken 
*off the match ; and it required therefore 
little penetration to guefs, - that her filence 
had been purchafed by large fums of 
money, which the erfiperor ingenioufly 
carried to the account of the neceffary ex- 
pences of the nuptials. 

" What is to be done ?" continued 
Winceflaus. Do not fuppofe I am poor, ' 
" becaufe my coffers -are empty. In thofe 
u of my fubje&s there is money enough, 
« and the only queftion is to devife how 
" to convey it into mine. Old Munfter, 
" for example, who, on the day of my 
u wedding, made fo handfome a prefent 
" to my wife, is certainly rich. I am told l 
*' that he can give his daughter a portion 
" equal to the fum I received with the 
** princefs of Bavaria. You fee, from 
^this, that le is able, and of courfe it 

"is 
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" is his duty to affift me. Go to him in 
Ci my name, and afk him to lend me" a 
" thoufand crowns. A prince is never 
" without resources for difcharging his 
debts ; and I empower you to grant him 
€C permiffion onthefpot, to wear on Suii- 
u days, like the nobility, a gold chain 
"_ round his neck ; a permiffion which 
" many other artifts have long foliated, 
" in vain." 

Herman was thunderftruck. Joy at hav- 
ing at laft found a pretext to. enter the 
dwelling of Ida, to fpeak to her father on 
.behalf of the emperor, to offer him a mark 
of honour, that would fo greatly diltin-s 
guifii him from others of his ftation, ab- 
sorbed all his thoughts ; and it was not 
till he arrived at Munfter's door, that he 
began to be uneafy refpe&ing the manner 
in which his propofals might be received, 
and to refteQ: on the inconveniences attach- 
ed to this mark of the emperor's confidence. 
*He feared that this embaffy, if fuccefsful, 
would be often repeated ; and that it might 
not merely diminifli the wealth of a family 
become fo dear to him, but in time re- 
duce Ida and her father to poverty and 
wretchednefs. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



WHILE refle&ions of this nature 
were rapidly paffing in the mind of our 
youth, he had already knocked twice at 
Munfter's door. It was opened by an 
old domeftic. The figure of Herman was . 
of the clafs of thofe to which the father of ^ 
Ida hacf forbidden accefs to his hoiife. 
Young, handfome, and elegantly dreffed, 
his appearance was by no means calculated 
to obtain a favourable reception from a 
man, who, in his mailer's abfence, con- 
fidered himfelf as the guardian of his 
honour. Befides, this tfufty domeftic ima- 
gined that he had already feen.'bds face, 
and fhown him the door, .on fonje former 
occafion $ which was far from being un- 
likely confidering the various attempts 
Herman had made to introduce himfelf. 

. The door therefore wasfliutin his face 
"without ceremony ; and before pur he£o 
had . time to menti6n whorfi he wanted, a 
furly > voice exclaimed, that his mafter 
was gone out. — " .But -his ivife," faid 
the young courtier, in a r gefltle,anji Tooth- 
ing accent, " is (he at home ? — The an- 
fwer would probably have been the fame, 
had not the queftion reached Ida's mo- 
ther, whom chance had luckily brought 
within hearing. 

Herman 
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• Herman heard through the door, a flight 
altercation between the wife and the fer- 
vant. He knocked again : when (he ob- 
liged the mercilefs porter to withdraw, 
and (he herfelf opened the door. The ap- 
pearance of our liero dxew from her a pro- 
found courtefy. " May I beg the favor 
" of your' name, fir knight?" faid fhe, 
with an air of embarrafTment, and blurti- 
" My name is of little confequence," an-* 
fwered Herman with impatience ; " but the 
** embafly with which I am charged gives 
M me a title to admiffion every where r* 
" I come on the part of the emperor/*-— 
" Of the- emperor t cried fher" I hope* 
**' not to bring- us ill news; for; thank 
** God, I know not that we have anyy 
u thing of which to- accufe ourfelves ; 
** and as* to what money can purchafe- - - 
" But have the goodnefs to walk in ; I' 
" will'fuft fee where my daughter, is, and 
** wait upon yon in a moment.'* 

Herman was conduced into a parlour^ 
where the firft objeflr that met hrs eyes - 
was a beautiful young woman whom he 
would mftantly have taken for Ida, had 
flie not appeared a thoufand times more' 
charming : he was foon however convinced ' 
that it was Ida herfelf. , 

Our young lover had never feen the ob=- 

je£t of his pfaffion but with the thick* veil 

fhe wore at. church, or in a very unbe- 

) - C 3 coming 
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coming drefs, which was then in fafhion. 
The high (tiff collar, the enormous folds 
of the gown, and the ancient gothic head* 
drefs, left indeed this beautiful young wo- 
man charms enough eafily to be diftin- 
guifhed from her companions,^ difguifed 
in the fame manner ; but how different 

. did fhe appear in her undrefs, with no 
other ornament than a flight veil fattened 
to her lovely trefles ! r \ ~ 

Herman flood motionlefs as a ftatuej 
and Ida, occupied at her fpinning-wheel, 
fcarcely raifed her eyes. In. throe days, 
it was. cuftomary for young women, to put 
fome reftraint upon their looks, and to 
reprefs the eager flare of curiofity." 

At. his entrance, the mother hacl re* 
quefted our hero to fit down, and cxprefc 
fed a hope that he would not be tired with 
•waiting. But, fo near his Ida, it was in** 
poffible for him to feel any fenfation-of 
wearinefs. Intoxicated with the pleafure 
of beholding her, he thought not of 
changingvhis pqfture, and he flood nailed 

- as it were to the floor, with his eyes fixed 
on the lovely fpinfter. Once or twice (he 
opened her lips to remind the young man 

* of her mother's requeft, but inftantly clof- 
ed them again, doubting whether it would 
not be a breach of decorum to addreft her- 
felf to a ftranger. 

The behaviour of Herman was equally 
extraordinary. The charming fpinfter let 

fall 
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faff her diftaff: and our hero, inftead of 
running with eagernefs to take it up, and 
availing himfelf of the opportunity it af- 
forded of approaching and fpeaking to the 
objed of his afFe&ion, fuffered her to 
ftoop for it herfelf without making the 
leaft movement to her affiftance. 

Ida, to whom this trifling accident had 
not happened from coquetry, blufhed with 
fhame, and refymed her fpinning with 
frefh eagernels, careful to avoid all feem- 
mg reproach of the ftranger 'for his want 
of addrefs. Under fuch circumft&nces, it 
is difficult to fay whether, had the fame 
event been repeated, it would* after the 
failure o£ the firft opportunity, have fceeir 
foccefsfuf fir bringing about a conversation 
between the lover and his miftrefs. Be 
this as it may, an infurmountable obftacle 
■was put to it by the queftion" which the 
toother who entered at this moment, ad~ 
dreffed to Herman* 

** And what intelligence from the em- 
* peror dcyes his envoy bring us ?" faid 
fte, again, preffing Herman to be feated, 
trhile (he remained herfelf modeftly ftand- 
ing before him. The chamberlain was a 
little embarraffedj he even blufhed, a 
quality at prefent^rare among courtiers, 
and found it no eafy matter to execute 
with propriety the commiflion with which 
he was honored. Nor does our manu- 
fcript relate the manner in which he ac- 
C 4 quitter 1 
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quitted himfelf; it only mentions the ef- 
fect it produced on Mrs. Munfter,' who 
fniiled, and, giving a fignificant nod to 
Ida, obferved : " Now, daughter, my 
" dream is out. In yout father's abfence, 
" I thought! found rofes in our garden ;* 
u now rofes fignify honors.'* 

Thus faying, (he went to a large cheft, 
which fhe opened with fome noife, and 
took out of it a fmall ebony cafket. " I 
" am highly delighted," faid flie, feating 
herfelf by the fide of Herman, and empty- 
ing the cafket on the table, " that my 
" hulband is not at home, to deprive me 
" of the honour of rendering a fervice to 
«* fo great a perfonage. Here, fir knight/ 
€t take what. you pleafe, take all without 
" counting it, except this chain indeed, 
*• and this ring, which belong to my 
" daughter. Affure our emperor of my 
" profound refpeft, and tell him that we 
" love him with all our hearts fince he 
** has given us fo good an emprefs. We 
" hope that through her, things wHl be 
46 better than they have been."* 

Herman was furprized at the readinefs 
with which this woman facrificed, what he 
conceived to be all her wealth, to a fove- 
reign like Winceflaus. He looked at her 
with aftonifhment ; faid a few words to 
allure her that the fum, whatever it was, 
ftiould be faithfully repaid, though he be- 
lieved 
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Heved no fuch jthing ; and then fpoke of the 
./ favour which the emperor had authorifed 
him to beftow on Munfter, as a recom- 
penfe (or as was moft likely, a compecrfk- 
tion and acquittal for the loan.) " But 
** who/* added Herman, " has the great- 
*' eft right to wear the gold chain? he,* 
u for whom it was intended- by the em^ 
" peroiy or the generous woman wfiohas* 
" difplayed fuch arreadinefs totferve him ? ,,v 
" My liufband is not Tain enough for 
c - that," anfwered Mrs. Munfter with a 
fmile; " and, I fhould certainly make a 
44 charming figure among the females of: 
cc my ftation, decorated with fuch an or— 
* € nament! Be that however as it may j if 
"-the emperor fhould be difpofed to re- 
" compenfe me, I mean, upon a proper- 
"-occafion, to aflc him a favor of another: 
44 kind, which I hope he will not refufe ? 
4t mc. ,> 
- Herman affured her, thai he would ob- - 
tain for her from the emperor whatever 
Ihe defired, and that he believed he might- 
authorize her, without detriment to the fa- - 
vour which (he intended to afk, to wear at" 
prefent in public any ornament ihe pleafed. > 
Our young man, who transferred to the - 
mother a portion of the fentiments which > 
he felt for the daughter, fpoke with fpch ;, 
warmth, that thfe fmile of felf-compla- - 
cency was? again lighted up in the coun- 
tenance of .Mrs.- Munfter. . ** Lam hap-- 
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" py," jkid fhe, * c to find thatyau havfe 
" fuch influence with your mafter, and- 1 
c< thank him for the permiffion he gives 
** me to ufe my own jewels, which I may 
** now, at any rate, wear in my houfe, 
<c fhould I feel fo difpofed. But as you 
" are fo much in" favour with the empe- 
"ror, how is it he does not permit you 
" to wear a gold chain ? I have feen you, 
<* I think, at church, and other places, 
v *' but never with this badge o£ honor ; 

- «« and yet you are a nobleman*" Herman 
"bluihed— The narrownefs of his fortune, 
and the mean parfimony of Winceflaiis, he 
well knew to be the calife of this omiflion. 
" What," continued fhe, " would you 
<c fay, were I for once to aft the emperor, 
" and decorate you with a chain? Ida, 
- " will you give your confent ? ,r The mo- 
ther, as fhe faid this, held up a chain, . 
whidi fhe had juft before declared to be 
her daughter's. Ida made a fign of ap- 
probation. " Come hither then," jrefum* 
ed the mother, " and with your own hands 
<c place about his neck the prefent which 

, *' I make him at your expence." 

Ida was confufed. She rofe however, 
at length, upon a fecond fummons of her 
mother, with trepidation approached our 
hero, took the chain, put it about his neck, 
and returned haftily to her diftafF with- 
out fcarcely looking at Herman, while he, 
almoft tefide himfelf, gazed on her with 

rapture, 
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rapture, and would have caught her in his 
arms. 

A long filence enfued.^ Ida fat at her 
reel, with her eyes fixed; upon it, but 
without refuming her occupation; Her- 
man regarded her with tfendernefs\ unut- 
terable :~ and the wife of Munfter, fitting 
in a chair behind them, obferved them both 
with attention- " 

This dumb fcene was at length put an 
end to, by the latter afldng our youth, if 
he was not the chevalier Herman of Unna* 
Herman was about to anfwer in the affirm- 
ative, and to a(k by what means fhe had 
come to the knowledge of his name, whem 
Mrs. Munfter, hearing her hufband's foot* 
ftep in the porch, requefted him to con- 
ceal Ida's prefeilt in his pocket* He obey- 
ed, without afldng the feafon, and Mun* 
fter made his appearance. He was a good- 
looking old man, and as decently drefTed 
as his ftation permitted. A loftinefs of/ 
carriage announced the independent citi- 
zen, who considered himfelf as equal to 
any of the nobility; but fuch goodnefs 
beamed from every feature of his coun- 
tenance, thafcit was impoffible not to par- 
don in him fo flight a failing.. The pre- 
fence of the chamberlain excited his fur- 
prife. He looked with feverity at his wife,, 
ordeted Ida to withdraw, and then aik$4 
Herman, what he wanted; 

'The name of the emperor fattened' a. 

little 
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little his features, and the commiflion with 
which the envoy was charged caufed him 
to fmile. " I am charmed/;' faid He, as 
foon as he was informed of what had pat 
fed, the prefent of Ma excepted — " I am 
4C charmed that my wife has a&ed pre- 
" rifely as I Ihould have done myfelf.— ' 
** The next time the emperor has occafioa 
" for me, and it will not, I truft, be long 
* ; firft, it will then be my turn. We are 
€C bound tofacrifice to our fovereign both 
*' our fortunes and our lives. In one of 
" the loyal cities of his majefty I found 
" affiftance and prote&ion when I was 
" poor and persecuted. It is in his do- 
" minions I have gained a portion of what 
" I pojffefs : and he has a right to (fore it 
" , with me. On the part of your rriafter, 
> " therefore, you may come, young man, 
; " as often asr he lhall defire you ; but, on 
~" your own account, never." 

After fuch a declaration Herman was 
defirous of prolonging the conference : but 
the anfwers he received were brief. He 
fpoke of renewing his vifit, and added v 
.fome* 'compliments to Munfter: but the 
old man was filent. Herman then retired. 
What indeed would it have availed him to 
frkve ftaid ? She, who fo powerfully at- 
tracted him, his dear Ida, was withdrawn^, 
and het mother, before fo complaifant, was 
fo chaijged, fince the arrival of her huf- 

band, 
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band, as not to be known, for the fame 
perfon. 

Our hero, with flow and penfive fteps, 
returned to the palace, revolving, as he 
went, every event that had pafled. Ida's 
looks, the mother's kindnefs, the prefent 
fhe had in fo flattering a manner beftowed 
upon him. by the hand of her daughter^ 
and a thoufand things befide, occupied his 
thoughts, enchanted him with hopes of 
which he examined not the folidity, and 
made him forget his chief bufinefs and 
the fuccefs with which it had been attend- 
ed : nor was it till he felt the burthen of 
the money which the good old lady had 
given him* a burthen which in the flrfl 
njomenfe of his joy he had not perceived, 
that he recollefted what he had to do, and " 
baftened to impart to his mafter the event 
of his commiifion. 

It was a- law with Winceflaus never to 
be fatisfied ; and he departed not from it 
on the prefent occafion. The prefent 
which- the generous citizen had made him 
fell a few crowns fliort of the fum he had 
requefted. In his eyes the wealth of Mun- 
fter appeared inexhauftible, and he talked 
of having fhortly a fecond recourfe to it. 

His confident paid little attention to 
what he faid. He wiihed to be alone, 
that he might again refleft on 1 his adven- 
ture, and contemplate at leifure the chain 
he had received : a jewel of no incon- 

fiderable 
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fiderable value, and with which he was itt 
every refped fatisfied, exc.ept that the me- 
dallion attached to it, inftead of reptefent- 
ing the charming features of Ida, exhi- 
bited the bearded vifage of an. old count 
of Wirtemberg, refpeaing whom he had 
Kttle curiofity* 

While Herman gave a Ibofe to his re- 
flexions, and recalled to his mind the 
beauty of Ida and the kindnefs of her mo- 
ther, he mufl certainly have forgotten the. 
Severity, of the father ; for, the next morn* 
ing, as foon as it was light, he repaired: 
to the houfe of old Munfter, and was fur- 
prized at not finding admittance. He was* 
told that neither the matter nor the mif- 
trefs was at home ; that it was to be pre- 
fumed r after fo recent an application, he:- 
had no commands from the emperor ;* 
and that he could have no other bufinefs* 
there. 

It was to no purpofe that he perfevered; 
in his vifits, he was always difmiffed in a 
fimilar maimer, and he began at laft to* 
wifli that the emperor might again have- 
need of money, and might apply, as be- 
fore, to the ftrong box of Munfter. But 
"Winceflaus had too: much cunning not to* 
have difcbvered other more copious fources^ 
from which'to fupply his wants. He cre- 
ated earls, counts, princes, exacting from, 
each a fum proportionate to the dignity 
conferred. He alfo invented a. new way of 

en- 
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enriching himfelf by the appointment of 
free-judges, and other officers, of that 
dreadful tribunal, by the terrible arm of 
which juftice was then adminiftered in fe- 
cret. It is true the emperor had no right 
to fuch nominations, tire privilege belong- 
ing' excfcifively to Weftphalia, where thofe 
tribunals were in force. But Winceflaus 
was a man little given to fcmtinife things 
to© narrowly; he took what did hot be* 
long to him, as if it had been fits own, 
and felicitated himfelf on the advantages 
to be derived from it. 



CHAPTER VII. 

A SECRET enmity fabfifted between 
count Vifibor of Milan and a prince of the 
houfe of Vifconti. The caufe of their 
mifunderftanding, and the motives that 
prompted them to reciprocal injuries, are 
foreign to our hiftory. Ambition how- 
ever and a thirft of vengeance brought the 
former to the court of Winceflaus, to 
whom he offered a hundred thoufand flo*> 
rins.f, (an enormous fum in thofe days,) 
if the emperor would raife him to the dig- 
nity of a duke. Winceflaus, deaf to the 
remonftrances of the princes of the em* 

f Eleven tbou&nd two hundred and fifty Pounds . 

pirfc, 
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pire, who would have difluaded him frora 
compliance, liftened only to his intetfift ; 
and granted to the count; in fpke of the 
laws, which were formally againftik not 
only the favor which he publicly folicited* 
but another,., as the event proved, which* 
he had demanded m private,. namely, the 
eftablifhment.'in his territories, of -a fecretr 
• tribunal. TJiis was, authorifmg himtOr 
arm, on the flighteft pretext, againft any> 
one who offended him, a thoufend execu- 
tioners, who, might put the unhappy per- 
fon to death, wherever thfey met him, with-* 
out any one daring to take vengeajice of. 
the deed. 

This laft motive of the counts vifit fa- 
not fufEciently knbwn for us to fjieak pof- - 
fltively refpe&ing it ; but it is certain that 
he obtained all te. afked, and paid the 
emperor for his complaifance evenr more* 
generoufly than he had .promifed. „- 

Winceflaus now /imagined • himfeif in- 
poffeffipn of inexhauftible mines of wealth. 
Nothing was thought of, at Prague but: 
fcenes of diffipation. The moft licentious > 
entertainments, of which the preferment: 
of the duke of Milan was the pretext* and' 
the fupport, rapidly fucceeded each other. : 
The people, while they murmured at the: 
follies of the emperor, had the greater- 
folly to imitate him. Hk extravagance 
gave a temporary circulation to money, 
and the pleasures with which his courtiers 

were 
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were intoxicated, found their way to the 
moft diftant corners of the city. 

It was about this time, that a dreadful 
fire, of which fome ancient chronicles ftill 
fpeak, broke, out in the eaftern quarter of 
Prague. The clock had juft ftruck twelve. 
The emperor, and his infeparable com- 
panion, the prince of Ratibor, were empty- 
ing their capacious bumpers, which were 
to diveft them of <he little reafon that re- 
mained, while around them lay, dead 
drunk on the floor, all who had dared 
enter the lift with fuch noble antagonifts. 
Stammering, and burfting with taughter, 
they defc&nted on the manner in which 
their companions had fallen. They then 
difputed about the order in which it had 
happened, and the time they could them* 
felves hold out,, fo warmly as to be on the 
point -of coming to blows* 

During thefe riotous proceedings, the 
younger part of the company, who, though 
leaft in number* were by far the tnoft in- 
terefting, had drank out of no cup but the 
cup of pleafure, and were, amufing th^m- 
felves with the noble exercife of dancing. 
In the midft of ^his brilliant circle was 
Herman ; but he partook not of its joy, 
for Ida was not there. Sometimes he 
jvent to. the window which looked towards 
that part of the city in which fhe refided ; 
then, again he would haftily retire, renew- 
ing 
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itig the oath, which he had already a thou- 
faad times broken, to think of her no- 
more. At length hejoined the dance, as- 
the only way of difnpating his chagrin. 
Though delicacy had prevented him from 
becoming inebriated, yet had he drank 
enough to give him a momentary eleva- 
tion of fpirits ; and his imagination led; 
him in turns to fee the idol of his heart 
in every nymph with whom he lightly 
tripped round the hall. 

On a fudden extraordinary cries were 
heard, which fpread trouble and confufion 
through this joyoils affembly. " It is the 
<c centineV* faid a pretty blue-eyed girl to : 
Herman, preffing his arm, wfiicft (he Heidi 
tt> her heart ; " it is the centinel, announc- 
" ing the approach of day ? let us ftot 
M fpend in vain the precious moments that 
" are on the wing." The cries being re* 
peated, a ftop was put to the mufic* The* 
company liftened. " It is fire !" exclaim- 
ed a hundred voices at once. " The dancers 
inftantly crowded together, and as quickly 
feptrated, running, fome to the doors,. 
Others to the windows: to dMcover where, 
the accident was, or fly from a danger of 
which they were ignorant, 

Herman flew to the window from which 
he had fo little abfented himfelf during 
the evening. All the eaftern part of the fky 
was as a fea of fire* The remembrance o£ 

Ma 
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Ida rufhed inflantly to his mind, and diffi* 
pated in a moment the kind of intoxication 
in which he was plunged. Invoking her 
name, he abruptly quitted the hand of his 
partner , which he had hitherto held; and, 
almoft befide himfelf, endeavoured, by in- 
credible exertions, to pierce through the 
crowd which prevented him fron getting 
out of the apartment. This he effe&ed, 
by throwing down every one that oppofed 
hrs paffage, and having at length gained 
the ftreet, he ran with the wildnefs trf in- 
finity, regardlefs of the cliftance, till he 
arrived at the fcene of devastation. There 
» • • • But the reader will fpare me the -red* 
tal of the dreadful and wide-fpreading ruin 
to which Herman would have been witnefs, 
had lie been fufceptibfe of any other idea 
than that of the peril of his miftrefe* 

The inhabitants of that part of the city 
where the conflagration had taken place, 
were probably late informed of their dan- 
ger j for many of them, who had been ce* 
kbrating the feftival of Winteflaus, were 
overcome with intoxication, ^and others, 
exhaufted by their daily labour, were as 
profoundly funk in fleep. 

In the number of the latter was the 
family of Munfbsr. Tliey were ftranger& 
to the impure pleafures of diffipation. On 
the contrary their days were employed in 
Induftry, and their nights in repofe. The 

event, 
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event, befide, had happened on the eve of 
the exaltation of the crofs ; and to fperwi 
fuch a night in: pleafure, would have ap- 
peared highly criminal to a 'family fo reli- 
gious. 

Herman, half dead with apprehenfion 
found Munfter and his wife, with folded 
arms, gazing at their houfe, which was inr 
flatties, and calling Jnceflantly on their 
dear Ida,, k was with difficulty thefe un- 
fortunate parents had faved their own lives* 
The lather, who, after his efcape, had re* 
turned through the fire in order to relcue 
his daughter, whom faeTought in vain in 
the apartment where (he had been accuf- 
tomed to fleep, felt, fo great was his anx- 
iety, no pain from his armj which had been 
fcorQhed in the attempt j; and the mother 
feemed every moment rsady to rufli into 
the flames to fave her beloved child,, or 
perifli with her* 

" Ida !" exclai&ed the frantic Herman* 
«' is Ida then miffing I Oh ! let me feek^ 
F let me fave her!" Thus faying, he 
feized a ladder, and plafced it againft that 
part of the houfe which the motfcer pointed 
out. The . wind having for an inftant 
blown away the flames from it, he mount- 
ed on burning beams and heated (tones* 
and reached tfce chamber of his miftrefsi 
A thick fmoke envelloped and conceals*? 
him from every eye. The parents of Ida 

«-* could 
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could no longer diftinguifli the deliverer o£ 
their daughter. " Ah ! it is over with him 
" too !" exclaimed the mother, wringing 
her hands. But, in a moment he appeared 
again, penetrated ftill farther into the fatal 
ruins, difappeared a fecond time, again 
came in light, defcended the ladder, and 
fellfenfelefs into the arms of thofe who 
haftened tohis affiftance. 

" Ah ! he is returned without her !" 
cried the diftrafted mother, running to- 
wards him ; " he is returned without 
* 4 her! O God, where is my child?" 

While the mother thus bewailed the lofs 
ef Ida,, the father was endeavouring to re- 
vive the intrepid youth, who had fo gene- 
roufly and fo unfuccefsfully hazarded his 
life for her. While traverfing the houfe 
in fearch of his beloved, the fmoke had 
nearly fuffocated him : anxiety alfo, and 
the efforts he had made, had totally ex- 
haufted his ftrength, fo that his fainting af- 
fumed the very image of death > and no- 
thing but the torture occafionqd by his 
wourids could have recalled him to life.- 
. Day began to break ; ,the crowd encreaf- 
ed ; the drunkards, and weary artifans of 
Prague had v been roufed, and methods 
were at length taken to put a ftop to the 
conflagration. 

The parents of Ida quitted the melan- 
choly fpot, which they fuppofed to be the 

* grave 
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grave of all their felicity, in order to re- 
tire jo afmallhoufe, belonging to them, 
which the flames had not reached. At 
their 'entreaty, the unfortunate Herman 
directed his fervants to convey him to the 
fame place ; the mother having declared 
that no one but herfelf fhould have the 
care of him. 

Scarcely had they gotten half-way, when 
a young woman ruflied from the crowd, 
and threw herfelf into their arms. It was 
Ida. 

To defcribe the impreffion that was made 
upon thefe three unhappy beings, by her 
fudden appearance is, impoffible. Her 
lover and mother fainted away. The fa- 
ther alone had fufficient prefence of mind 
to afk her by what ftrange miracle (he had 
been faved. 

" Saved!" anfwered Ida, " I have 
" never been in danger. God be praifed 
<c * that you are fafe. It was but a few mo- 
** ments ago that I heard of the fire, 
4< when I inftantly ran to afEft you, or 
". perifh with you in the flames." 

The father now for the firft time recol- 
le&ed, that the evening before, Ida had 
begged leave to. go with their fervant to a 
diftant church, dedicated to the Virgin, to 
hear mattins, which were to begin at mid- 
night, and laft till break of day. It was 
there this excellent young woman firft 

heard 
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heard the news of the calamity of her pa- 
rents. Her good angel, who watched 
over her fafety, had referved her for the 
confolation of others, and decreed that 
fhe fhould tafte, in the very lap of misfor- 
tune, a happinefs which fhe was far from 
expe&ing. 

Herman being recovered from his fwoon, 
Ida was prefented to him. She thanked- 
him in terms of the liveliefi gratitude. 
She did more ; fhe became his nurfe, arid 
beftowed upon him the tendereft care, 
which contributed not a little to feed the 
flame of love in the heart of one, and to 
kindle it in that of the other. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

AS foon as Herman was cured, decency 
obliged him to quit the houfe of Munfter. 
He accordingly returned to the palace ; 
but Winceflaus expreffed little or no con- 
cern for him, and was even fo unfeeling as 
to make his adventure the fubjeft of ribal- 
dry. The courtiers imitated the example 
of their matter, and the amours of Her-^ 
man and Ida were for feveral days the 
ftanding jeft of the court. Sophia alone 
was generous enough not to banter the 
young chevalier, or utter a fingle pleafantry 

on 
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on the dangers he had fo gallantly braved. 
Neither the refle&ions that had occupied 
her mind, nor the endeavours of the prin-. 
cefs of Ratibor, had been able' wholly to 
ftifle the lively inclination with whicn Ida 
had at firft infpired her Jieart. She could 
not hear of the calamity that had befallen 
the parents without emotion ; fhe rejoiced 
that their .excellent daughter had been fo 
providentially faved^ andflie commiffio'ned 
Herman to deliver, in her name, to the 
unfortunate family, a prefent, which con- 
fidering the little Sophia had in her power, 
was far from being trifling. Herman was 
tranfported to find the fecret wiflies of his 
heart thus agreeably accomplifhed. The- 
diminution of Ida's happinefs, in confe- 
quehce of the lofs her father had fuftained 
by the fire, hung heavy on his mind. He 
contemplated with forrow the chain of gold 
he had received from her in happier days, 
and thought it incumbent on hini to yeturn 
vjt : .but, of fuch a facrifice, he foiind him- 
felf incapable, and he chofe rather to div^ft 
himfelf of all he had that was valuable,, 
though that indeed was little, in order to 
make the beft compenfation in his power. 
He added therefore to the prefent of the 
emprefs fome jewels of his own ; fiire, un- 
der that refpe&ed n&me, of their being re- 
ceived. Our youth had, independently of 
this, another project for the relief of this 

good. 
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good family. He remembered the fiim 
that had been lent by Mrs. Munfter ; he 
knew that the emperor had not fpent the 
whole of what he had received from 
thedpke of Milan, and he ventured to 
hint to him the repayment of what he had 
borrowed. This freedom was taken amifs, 
and was apparently the firft caufe of the 
emperor's coolnefs towards his favourite. 

" Have you been defired," faid Wincef- 
hus, with an air o/ difcontent^ '" to re- 
" mind me of this' trifle ?"— No," re- 
plied Herman, *• On the contrary, I have^ 
** reafon to believe that the generous 
* 4 wife of Munfter intended it as a prefent 
" not as a loan. But fuch difinterefted- 
" nets, is it not an additional motive . . .?** 
The emperor interrupted him. J* Did you 
" not mention," faid he, " fome favour 
"•* which this woman talked of afkingi" 
Hermin bowed affent. " Well," con- 
tinued the emperor, " let us wait till 
** we know what it is j and I give my 
M word of honour that I will not . .■.-* 
refufe, he was going to fay ; . but the 
fear of pledging Mmfelf for fomething he 
might not chufe to perform, induced him 
to break off the conversation, and a fign 
of impatience which he made with his 
hand, obliged the young chamberlaine to 
withdraw, 

Herman took his way towards the hurh- 
Vol; I D ble 
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ble habitation of Munfter, regretting, as 
" he went, that he had not been able to in- 
creafe the prefent of Sophia as much as 
he wifhed. Had he been emperor, no Aim 
would have appeared to him too great, to 
recompenfe the kindnefs of this honeft 
citizen's wife* 

He found the father "of Ida alone* * He 
was uneafy.that what he had to offer 
him was not more confiderable ? mean- 
while he prefented it in the name of So- 
phia. Munfter hung down his head with 
an air of penfivenefs, and his eyes over- 
flowed with tears. " How generous, how 
*'.. noble a creature!" cried he att laft : 
" the true mother of her people ! What 
<c (he. now does for me, (he is doingevery 
<c day for k thotifand of her unfortunate 
.«' fubje&s. She deprives herfelf of the little 
;"• which the parfiraoriy of Winceflaus al- 
." lows her, to relieve the wants, of others. 
<c What pity, that her influence over our 
." mafter is not fo great as was expected ! 
& And yet our burthens are in many re- 
." fpech lightened, and the people feel to- 
" wards him lefs hatred fince he has given 
" them fuch an angel fortheir niiftrefs. 

The heart of Herman was dill full of 
bkternefs againft the emperor, and he 
could not avoid reciting to Munfter the 
converfation he had juft had with him. 
" You were wrong," faid the old man 

" Whoever - 
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" Whoever lends to ^Tinceflaus, never 
" dreams of being repaid : and as to the 
w favour my wife may have to aflc, I beg 
w you will not interfere in it. Women 
" have often ftrange whims in their heads : 
"and fhould my wife aflc any thing of the 
" emperor, which, being attended with no 
w expence to him, he 'may therefore not 
"refufe, it is poffible that the favour, 
" when obtained, may provfc more detri- 
" mental than advantageous." 

To the latter part of this difcourfe, 
Herman made no reply ; but he fwore not 
to reft till the fum borrowed by the empe- 
ror was repaid. " I confider myfelf," ad- 
ded he, ** as your debtor. Would it were 
" in my power, to act up to my wiflies I 
" O heaven ! grant me but a part, a fmall 
'* part of the wealth, which thou haft per- 
" haps one day deftined for me, and I 
" will cheerfully renounce the reft ! En- 

" able me to -' 

••- u Young man," interrupted Miinfter, 
afluming a ferious countenance, ** you 
" give yourfelf too Tnuch Concern about 
" this bufinefs ; and to calm a little your 
" agitation, I will difclofe to you a fecret, 
" with which even my wife and daughter 
" are not fully acquainted. I am not fo 
f< poor as you may imagine; as I was lefs 
" rich than the world believed me* I 
u knew the reports fpread refpefting my 
. D 2 " wealth 
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" wealth by my enemies y and had tong 
f € expe&ed, on the pars of the emperor, 
" fome attempt to make hknieli* maftat 
M of it. I would have obliged him with 
" pleafure; I would have granted him 
" whatever he fhould have afked, as long 
" as it had been poffible to fatisfy his rapa- 
« c cioufhefs, without rui& to myfelf. £ut 
" had my fituation become critical ,1 {hould 
" have confidered what fteps I had to t^ke. 
" Princes firft begin with borrowing, and 
" end at laft with plundering. I know 
<' what has happened to othejs. , It i$ eafy 
" to* find pretexts for ftripping an boaeft 
u man of his property. If then J had 
" fufpe&ed any fueh difafter approaching, 
« c I would have collected what \ have bu- 
44 ried in this houfe, and' have fled with 
" my family. My lasger houfe, wbicb 
'* is burnt, and which 1 can rebuild if 1 1 
« c pleafe, though I have no fuch intention, 
€C Winceflaus might, in that- cafe, hav* 
c * kept, to indemnify himfelf for the k)fs 
*< of a good and loyal fubjeft." 

Herman liftened with the uunjoft Curprife 
to the old man, who thus continued his 
recital. f c My wife, indeed, knows I haw 
« buried fome money he*e, but fhg is ig* 
«• noraat of the fum. A woman is always 
** a woman; that is to fay, a being vain 
* and. prefcwnptuous when fortune finales, 
*' timid and hirotjie when fhe frowns/' 
i « But 
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* c But Ida?*' interrupted the young 
man, vexed at thefe injurious complaints 
againft the fex, and in which his miftrefs 
feemed to be involved. 

_" As to Ida, fiie is out of the cjueftion," 
replied Munfter, who, at the mention of 
her name, feemed to fall into a profound 
revery. After a moments filen,ce, " fmce 
" we are fpeaking of her/' refumed he, 
u I muft beg you not to take it amifs, if 
44 you fhoiild in future fee her lefs fre- 
u quehtly, or rather not at all. I know 
44 that you love her ; you have given the 
44 nobleft proof of it ; but . • . . you 

* € muft not think of her indeed you 

« 4 muft not . . . . And /you will not, I 
* 4 hope, require what it is impoflible for 
l4 - me to grant." 

Herman echoed the word impoj/ible^ in 
a tone expreffive of the defpair into which 
he was thrown by a declaration that ob- 
liged him to renounce an union on which 
depended the happinefs of his life. Though 
he had hitherto not known himfelf what 
hopes he could or ought to entertain; 
yet Hill had he continued to hope, and 
he trembled when he perceived a ftroke 
aimed at the fragile edifice which his ima- 
gination had fondly ere&ed in fome ob- 
fcure znd uhtertam futurity. 

© 3 The 
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The old man flrenuoufly combated the 
paffion of our youth, who no lefs flrenu- 
oufly defended it. He was ready, he 
faid/ tofacrifice to Ida his birth, his fitu- 
ation,^and all his future hopes; or he 
would enter the- lift of combatants and 
raife himfelf by his bravery, (the fureft 
way to diftinftion in the times of which 
we arefpeaking) to a degree of potter, that 
the world fhould not dare to objeft to the 
marriage as unequal. 

" The opinion of the world is not what 
" I fear ; for things may be different 
" frorn^ what you imagine. But enough :. 
" I cannot tell you all. . There are pir- 
" cumftances in the cafe, which ..♦,.. 
" In ftiort I muft infift on your not at- 
" tempting to fee my daughter, but that 
" you endeavour to ftifle an unhappy 
" paffion, which, .fliould it fteal into the 
" heart of Ida, would render her as un- 
" fortunate as yourfelf." 

An impenetrable obfcurity reigned in 
this difcourfe. The fort of half confidence 
of Munfter appeared unintelligible to Her- 
man, and he was difpofed to believe that 
jwhat he had heard was only meant as a veil 
to the old man's difinclination, which un- 
able to juftify himfelf by reafonable mo- 
tives, had obliged him to refort to pre- 
tended myfteries. 

, But a cordial fqueeze by the hand, 

affured 



HERMAN OF UUNA» 6l 

afiiired Herman that he was miftaken. 
" No, young man," faid he, " I love 
" you : I had even an affe&ion for you 
" when I fought to. fruftrate your endea-. 
<4 vours to gain accefs to my houfe : judge 
" then if my fentiments can be altered, 
" now that I am attached to you by gra- 
" titude." 

Herman received thefe proteftations 
-with coldnefs, and leftthe houfe of Mun- 
fter with the firm refolution never more to 
return to it, though his fteps continually 
led him thither without his being awaTe 
of it. It is true he had as yet not totally 
renounced the hope of once more feeing 
Ida, or her compaffionate mother. - Even 
Munfter himfelf, cruel as he thought him, 
he found it impoflible to hate, and to be 
long abfent from the good old man was 
painful to his heart. 

The inclination conceived by this youth, 
educated in the faftidious notions of a 
court, for the fociety of a fimple and un- 
polithed citizen, will be thought perhaps 
extraordinary. But let it be confidered, 
that this citizen was a man of no vulgar 
merit; and that our hero, befide, who 
felt for him fo tender an affe&ion, had 
fenfe and virtue enough to prefer the ftyle 
of his a&ions a,nd converfation to the man- 
ners of a court fo diflbluteas'that of Win- 
ceflaus ; he alio frequently owned to him- 
D 4 felf, 
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felf, that his deteftation of vice, and love 
of virtue, had been greater, fince his .ac- 
quaintance and intimacy with this upright 
plebeian. 

But fentiments of this nature were hot 
always fufficient to deter him from mea~ 
lures, which he knew vould be difpleaf*-* 
ing to his frank and guilelefe friend : 
for he formed the defign of procuring a 
fecret interview either with Ida, v or her. 
mother $ , and refpefting the latter he was 
one day fuccefsful. • 

He found the good wife as much pre- 
judiced in his favour as even She united 
with him in complaining of the folly of 
her huiband ; told him that ihe had ioiue 
thing of importance to difclofeg and ap- 
. pointed an evening, when he would have 
an opportunity of feeing her, as well as 
Ida, duripg the abfence of her rigid guar- 
dun. 

Herman was pun&ual to the appoint- 
mejit. A female fervant, admitted into 
the fecret, informed him however, on his 
arrival* that her mailer was not yet gone 
out, and placed him in a clofet adjoining 
the parlour, where he conJd hear, what * 
was palling between the parents of Ida, 
and which we fhall communicate to the 
reader. 

" And can yo^i ftill," faidMuniUrr, as 
Henflan began to liHen, * c cap you ftilL 

" fuppofe 
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* fuppofe, after what I have faid, thai I 
44 have any diflike to the young man* 
44 believe me* the fcappinefs of Ida i* 
" ftarcely more deat to me, *and her bap* 
u pinefs fc the fole objeft I have in view.** 
44 Noor am 1" faid the wife in a tone . 
of difcontent, " governed by anyxrthet 
44 motive." 
44 And yet yon would take the ttofft 
means of attaining it. 
44 No, they are the heft. It is necefikry 
file fhould emerge from the obfeurity in 
which^ fhe has liv^d, if we would nbt 
eternally repent of what we have done. 
1 grant that it is neccflary ; but ndt 
by the iaitrumentality of Herman. Let 
ua take the fhorteft and moft dired 
road. What can (he hope from a young 
mad who has yet to make his fortune* 
and whefe return from foreign court*, 
tries ihe will probably long have to* 
wait! feefide he belongs to a family 
which . * • > 

44 Weil, then, agree. to my other pro*- 
pofcl." 

44 in God's name, wife, abandon fa 
dangerous a fchtme ! -tfhat wouM Ida- 
do in a court Kke that of Winceflausf 
refleft on the anxieties we fufifered by* 
your whim of letting her appear before* 
Sophia* on thfc marrow <of Alt Saints, 
with a valuable prefeat- Would yo* 
D 5 " reneir 
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? renew thofe anxieties ? O how t regret 
" having confented to a nieafure fo ab- 
P furd ! It is loft labour to make facrifU 
" ces to the great : they foon forget thofe 
u from whom they receive obligations/ 1 
. " The event would have been differ- 
" ent had Ida gone the next day, when the 
" emprefs fent for her, inftead of being 
<c obliged, by your orders, to^feign iridif- 
« pofition." 

" Alas! had. the emprefs felt for her a 
" ftronger inclination than is ufual to wo- 
u men of her rank, would fhe have- con* 
" tented herfelf with a fmgle invitation ; 
iC or, what is more, fo totally have for-* 
" gotten the obje& that interefted her ? 
" no : and had I been fo imprudent as to 
€t comply with your wiihes, Ida would 
.** have experienced- the fame fate as 
" others, and after fpending a few. days, 
" or a few weeks at court, would have . 
" been obliged, perhaps, to return to her 
<c original obfeurity, envied, ridiculed and 
*< hated." 

The wife was filent. 

" You acknowledge then, refumed the 
** hufband, that your firft projedt was 
" irrational, ill calculated to anfwer its 
" purpofe ; and that your fecond is the 
" fame?" . 

" I acknowledge no fuch thing. My 
•* projefl; was th? reverfe of irrational, 

" and 



-HERMAN OF UNNA. 6^ 

r 

^ 4 and produced the confequence I expeft- 
44 ed. I knew that Ida's appearance would 
44 fecure her the conqueft of one heart 
44 at lead ; and -this has a&ually happen- 
44 ed. . The good and amiable Herman 
44 loves her tenderly. He is the man by 
" whom the hand of fate means to draw 
44 her from her prefent retreat ^ and he 
44 will certainly have herj he will one day 
44 {hare her happinefs." 

44 Muft I a fecond time remind you of 
44 the impoffibility of whs^t you propofe ? 
44 an impoffibility greater with refpeft to 
44 him than any other perfon/' 

44 Do not give yourfelf the trouble ; 
44 you wiH never convince me.? 

44 What obftinacy ! promife at leaft 
44 that you wijl renounce your new chi- 
44 mera, and leave matters to- me/* 
• " The fate of Ida interefts me more 
44 nearly than it does you, and . . . ." 

44 * Relmquifh- your project, Maria ; I 
44 beg it as a favor. You know how dear 
44 (he is to my heart, and how much I 
44 fhould rejoice, if . • . ." 

The entrance of Ida put an end to the 
converfatioji. Munfter declared his inten- 
tion of ftaying at home that evening, and 
the daughter wasdefired to take het harp 
inftead of her diftafF, to diffipate the 
clouds of difcontent which hung on the 
minds of her parents. 

Hetman 
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Herman was intitled to fome indemnifi- 
cation for- the dilappointment of his hopes. 
The pleafure of hearing Ida fing, play 
and talk, made him forget he was depriv- 
ed of that of feeing her ; and when the 
confidante came to inform him, that 
the purpofe of his coming was defeated, 
and that he muft depart, (he appeared, he 
thought, too foon. He quitted with re* 
gret his obfeure retreat, said returned pen- 
fiyely to his home. 



CHAPTER IX. 

HISTORY does not inform us whew 
ther, after the failure of the firft, new at- 
tempts to obtain a fecret interview were 
jna4e, or whether they were fruftrated by 
jthe vigilance of Munfter. Thus much is 
certain, that Herman fucceeded not in fee- 
ing either the mpther or the daughter 4 
nor indeed was his refidence in rrague 
long enough for him to pra&ice many 
manoeuvres by which he could at all hope 
to deceive fo circumfpeQ: a chara&er as 
the father of Ida. 

Herman remarked, that the coldnefs of 
his matter, of whom he had fo long been 

the 
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the favourite; increased towards him every 
day- " The face of that buffoon/* faid. 
the emperor one' day te madam von Ba- 
den, with confidferable farcafm, " bears th€ 
" exa& impreffion of a note of hand, which 
" he conceives to be due to the family of 
" Manlier." Now a countenance like 
this could not fail to give his majefty fo* 
vereign diipieafure. 

But Winceflauswas miftakenm his con* 
je&ure. Munfter had too often affiired 
his young, friend, that he neither defired 
nor expe&ed the repayment of what he 
had lent* for Herman to entertain a thought 
of reminding his mailer of fo unpleaiant 
a fubjeft. Had the empefor poflefled a 
little more &ill in th$ fcience of phyfiog- 
nomy, he would have difcovered in the 
face of his chamberlain very different 
fentiments* Secret chagrin, wearinefs and 
difguft of every thing around him, and an 
'ardent defireof happier days, were depid- 
ed on it ; perhaps there was vifibie alfo 
a degree of regret at having offended a 
mailer, who imagined that no one had a 
right to be diffatisfied but himfelf. » 

Our young man no longer doubted the 
fate that awaited hkn» Well acquainted 
, with Winceflau3> he read in his eyes the 
fentence of his difgrace* and he ferioufly 
.thought of withdrawing himfelf from 
court y a refolutigu which Munflcr, from 

whom 
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whom he had no fecret, feconded with all 
his might, 

• " I am glad," faid the old man, " to 
44 fee you at hit inclined to 'do of your- 
44 felf, what I^fhould, long ago have ad- 
" vifed. What can you expeft here? 
44 you are fpending the prime of life in 
44 idlenefs, and wiafting the time and 
44 ftrength that ought to be employed in 
."the career of honor, Quit, young 
" man, quit this place of jloth, and feek, 
44 at a diftance, fome theatre more wor- 
44 thy of your talents, a theatre where 
14 you may find at once happinefs and 
44 glory. Enffer the fervice of fome pow- 
44 erful fovereign. Every part of the world 
44 is not governed by princes like Win- 
44 . ceflaus. We have the dukes of Auftria 
44 and Brunfwick : in Hungary lives king 
44 Sigifmond. Thefe are men who do ho- 
44 nor to ^heir rank. 44 Chufe from among 
44 them a mafter ; and be affured, that he-, 
44 whom you have fo often called your fa- ' 
44 ther, will not abandon you. I truft ypii 
44 will not think it degrading to receive 

* from a citizen, who is wealthy, that fucN 
44 cour of which your ill fortune has left 
44 you in want : fuch pride has doubtlefs, 
44 no place in your heart. 

44 What I would farther recommend/* 
laid, the old mair, perceiving that Her- 
man was difpofed to interrupt him, " is> 

" that 
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." that you fliould demand that title of 
" the emperor which, indeed, you al- 
" ready enjoy by courtefy. But I would 
" have you be in reality a knight ; though 
" it is whimfical enough to hear this 
" appellation beftowed on beardlefs cour- 
" tiers, whofe whole armour confifts of a 
" gold hiked fword, which they fre- 
" quently wear, by miftake, on the right 
44 fide inftead of the left. You, how- 
" ,eyer," added he, perceiving that .Her- 
man was picqued at the reflection, cc are 
cc not of this number ; your courage, 
«« and your dexterity in the ufe of arms, 
u are well known : but it is time that you 
" Ihould quit fuch effeminate youths, 
" whofe fociety can do you no fort of 
" honor/* 

Herman complied with his friend's ad- 
vice, and folicited of Winceflaus the ho- 
nor of knighthood. -Winceflaus, whofe 
enmity to his former favourite was ndt fo 
great as to wiih to deprive him either of 
his reputation -or his life* was pleafed to 
find fo eafy a way of getting rid of him, 
and granted his requeft. 

Munfter, the oracle of our young man, 
had farther advifed him to procure ad- 
miffion into one of the numerous orders 
which exifted at that time, and the mem-' 
hereof which were fpreadail over Europe.' 
To this Herman equally confented, and, 

in 
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in confideration of the ftate of his heart, 
he chofe the order of fidelity? or as it was 
called, even in a period fo remote, and 
not without reafon, the order of the good 
old times* 

Our honeft plebeian could with difficult- 
ly refrain from laughter, when the young 
knight made his appearance, decorated 
with the badge of his fraternity, which 
confided of a rofe»coloured ileeve peeping 
from under his mail ; ' and he expreffed to 
him a wifh that he had entered into an 
order commanding more refpeft : an ob- 
servation to which Herman, who knew 
of nothing more ferious or more refpefta* 
ble than his love, made no reply. 

Our new dubbed hero hadlfievfcr fuflfered 
himfelf to doubt that he fhoulctat lcaft be 
permitted to fee Ida on the evening of the 
day of his inftalf^ent^ and had exulted in 
the hope ; . but he foon 'found himfelf 
Hiiftak&V and-W£3 given to underttand 
that this was a happinefc which foe muft 
jiot expert till the day of his quitting 
Prague : an expedient to which Munfter 
had recourfe in order to haftefc his depar- 
ture. To refift the daily importunities of 
tris wife, and the felicitation* of his yoitagf 
friend, was an effort top painful for .the x 
oldjnan. Befide, according to hts'mode 
^thinking* Ida and Herman ougfjt not 
to fee each^other at alL a* it was, impoffi- 
• * < ' ble , 
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ble for them to be united ; and he thought 
it therefore of the utmoft copfequence, 
that the latter fhould, be gone. 

Meanwhile the mother of Ida was ex* 
tremely.defirous of fpeaking at leaft once 
more to the young knight, that flie might 
be enabled to execute, by his. means, a 
proje& ibe had long had in her head, and 
of which the reader muft have per* 
ceived fome traces. But this was what 
Munfter was anxious to prevent, and was 
one of the reafons which made him urge 
fo ftrongly the departure of Herman. 
Thus the wi&ed-for interview could not 
take place. 

On the evening that preceded our 
knight's departure, Munfter expreflW a 
wi& to be informed of the reafons that 
had brought him, at fo early an age, to the 
court of Wiriceflaus, Herman, who had 
too much gratitude to his old friend to re- 
fute him fuch a requeft, readily contented : 
" but," added he, " may I not in my 
" turn afk a fimilar favour? I find ia 
ic your family fucli extraordinary cir- 
"* cuinftanceg • . . Ida, for example, po£»- 
" feffing fo many accomplishments, with** - 
" out rank, without birth : yourfelf, more 
c< noble minded, difplaying truer dignity 
" of fentiment, than any lord of the 
" court, and yet an humble plebeian . • . It 
" is impoffibie/ , . x 

" You 
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44 You do extreme honor to our fta- 
44 tion," Replied the old man in a tone- 
of irony; " but it may perhaps exhi-' 
** bit at prefent more proofs of true no- 
44 bility than yours. Since however you 
44 deem me fo extraordinary a perfonage, 
44 know, that in my youth I bore arms ; 
44 that I long refided at the courts of 
" princes, arid have travelled through 
44 Italy and England, where I ftudied the 
44 beft performances of the art which I 
44 have for many years exercifed. The 
44 profeffion of a foldier did not enrich 
44 me ; I grew tired of it, and returned 
44 to that which I had firft been taught.' 
c Mt has afforded me a fubfiftence, and- 
44 made me what I am ; that is to fay, a 
44 free and independent being, (landing in' 
44 need of the prote&ibQ, of no fovereign* 
44 whatever, whereas the fword would 
44 ever have left me their flave. I was 1 
44 the fubjed of a prince, who, after I had 
44 rendered him a thoufand fervices/re- 
44 fufed me a fingle one, which to him 
44 was a trifle, though of the utmoft im- 
44 portance to me, I was in love with a 
44 handfome young wpman, who was in 
44 the fervice of his wife. As fhe was not 
44 a free-woman, I demanded her liberty, 
44 in order to efpoufe her ; a requeft 
44 which he thought proper to deny. At 
44 length an event happened which gave 

" us 
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44 us an opportunity of efcaping. The 
44 bufmcfs, I muft confefs, was not con- 
46 dufted in a manner altogether feemly ; 
44 but to what will not the love of women 
44 drive us ? 

" We fdund an afylum at Nuremberg. 
44 Our late matter was the fworn enemy 
44 of the imperial cities, and they in their 
44 turn as cordially hated him. Our flight 
44 ferved us as - a recommendation. The 
44 freedom of the city was granted me* 
44 and I entered upon my profeffion. My 
44 performances were admired i I acquir- 
44 ed reputation, and money poured in 
46 upon me from every quarter. I was v 
44 happy, and fhould have continued fo to 
46 this hour, if the fickle difpofition ,of 
44 my wife had not led me to remove. 
4C OuL of politenefs to her ? I accepted an . 
44 offer that "was made- me of ornamenting 
" the. cathedral at Prague ; though I had 
4fc much rather have refufed it, not only 
44 from attachment to a place where I had 
cc found fo welcome a reception, but for 
44 other reafons which I could mention. 
. 44 But thefe are foreign to the .matter in 
4< queftion. Such are the outlines pf my 
4< ftory. And now, my friend, begin the 
44 recital of yours, which will dobtlefs - 
46 prove more interefting." 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER 1 

History of Herman. 

** MY recital would certainly iittereft 
** you,'* replied, the chevalier, " could I 
** relate to y<m at large the ftory of my 
** fether and .grand-father, and the differ- 
c< ent -events that reduced mye to the ftate 
u m which you find me/ A ftate of fiich 
" povefty, that either i muft remain iti 
** the fervice of a diUblute prince, ot toirft 
.** monk, if I refufe affiftance from thofe 
" to whom I would much rather give: it. 
** Pardon me, my dear, Munfter, aad do 
u not be offended that I wifh to change 
*' places with you, that I would rathe* 
** load you with benefits, than receive 
" them from you." 

Munfter readily comprehended his mean- 
ing. The young man had been obliged 
that very evening to accept, under the 
name of a loan; tne prefent that had been 
lately made to the honed citizen by the 
emprefs,. and which Herman had fecretly 
augmented with what he had been able to 
add of his own. . The manner in Ayhich 
this loan was offered him, was fo noble, 
and at the fame time fo urgent, that it 
was impoffible for him to refv^fe it, a cir- 
cumftance which contributed to heighten 
his gratitude. 

Return- 
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Returning the old man's fqueeze by 
the hand y the only 1 anfwer which Munftef 
made him, Herman thus continued his 
recital. ;" My anceftors had their faults/ 
44 and it is I who am doomed to fuflfer foi 
44 them. My grandfather, they oungeftfon 
" df his family, quarrelled with hw eldeft 
44 brother, the prefeat reigning count of 
44 Unha. My father drew on himfelf the 
* 4 anger 'bf my uncle ftill morfe, hy the 
44 part that' he and his elder fons took ia 
44 the war which the knights of St. Mar- 
44 tin waged with the count of Wirtenu 
" berg; and I, who was then a child, 
44 feared in the punifhment, without hav- 
44 ing participated in the offence." 

At the name of the count of Wirt^n*. 
berg, a profound figh efcaped from Mun- 
fter, and Herman continued his narrative. 
-*-" I know not whether you are acquaint* 
44 ed with the adventures of count Ever- 
44 ard of Wifbaden : but I will endeavour 
44 to give you fome idea of them. 

44 You may fpare yourfclf the trouble/' , 
faid Munfter, with a look of difcontent. 
44 T know count Wirtemberg and his hit 
44 tory fomewhat better than you. The 
44 knights ' of St. Martha, got intelligence 
w of his refiding at Wifbaden. Inftigat- 
44 ed by the hopes of a rich bootv, or 
44 perhaps by other motives, they befieged 
44 it* and would have made the count and 

44 all 
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44 all his people prifoners, had he not con- 
44 trivedto efcape by the hollow way which 
44 leads by the mountain." 

44 It was that unfortunate arid inglori- 
44 ous expedition," refumed Herman, 
44 which coft my father and one' of my 
"brothers "their lives, rendered their 
44 names odious, and involved them in 
44 the implacable hatred of the chief of 
cc our houfe. With the x confent of the 
44 emperor, the old count of Unna feized 
44 the greater part of our property, and 
44 threatened to employ againft us the 
44 fecret tribunal, of which he was chief 
44 in the diftrift, fhould any of us dare to 
44 juftify my father, or oppofe the punifh- 
44 ment inflifted on us. 

44 At that time, all this was unintelligi- 
44 ble to me, though I heard much talk 
44 * about it : but of the confequences that 
44 enfued I daily became more fenfible. 

44 I was the youngeft of all my brothers 
44 and fifters, fome of whom were old 
44 enough to be my parents, and ought 
44 to have fupplied to me the place of 
^ thofe I had loft. Bernard, the eldeft, 
44 and, of courfe, chief of "the younger 
44 branch of the houfe of Unna, was treat- 
44 ed by them all with the profoundefl 
44 refpe'fl: ; and, whether from attachment 
44 to him, or pride of birth, the greatefl 
44 part embraced a religious life, to ena- 
* s « ble 
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* 4 ble him to fupport with decency the 
44 name of our houfe. Hence among my 
44 relations I can produce ecclefiaftics of 
44 every defcription : . canons, abbefles, 
44 knights of religious orders, nuns in 
" abundance, and there would have been 
44 at leaft one njonk among them, had I 
" been difpofed to fubmit my will to that 
" of others, for the honor was referved 
," for me of making my vows at the con- 
" vent of Korf. To procure me this ho- 
. 4C nor the more fpeedily, a difpenfation, 
44 by means of a fum of money, was ob- 
44 tained from our holy father the pope* 
44 purporting, * that, in confideration of 
44 his early wifdom, extraordinary piety 
44 and wonderful tokens of a divine call, 
44 the noble Herman of Unna was per- 
44 mitted, at th$ age of thirteen, to quit 
c4 the world, and embrace a heavenly 
44 life/ ' 

44 Our family muft have been fruitful 
" in prodigies of this fort ; for two* of 
mc my fifters, who were but a few years 
44 older than myfelf, had lately obtained' 
" a fimilar favor. But, as I was prefent 
46 when they took the veil, and confe- 
-" quently witnefled the dejection with 
4C which they accepted the benefit confer- 
44 red on them, I began to doubt my pre- 
46 mature -wifdom, and fignal - piety, and 

44 was 
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" was afhaqied to avail myfelf of an ho- 
44 nor I fo little merited. 

44 Poor Agnesl unhappy Petronilla ! 
r 44 thought I, as I quitted one morning the 
44 convent, never to fee it again ; would 
44 that I could as eafily deliver you from 
44 the life of angels, which you are com- 
" pclled to lead on earth, as I voluntarily 
44 renounce it for myfelf ! Adieu, unfor- 
44 tuaate faints ! adieu, ye tombs ! adieu, 
," ye echoing vaults of this fatal prifon ! 
*• Perhaps, h?lf a century hence, we may 
44 meet again. v 

44 My difpofition had been always gay" 
44 and a&ive. When only eight years of 
44 age I took a pteafure in handlings my 
44 elder brother's fabre, and in being plac- 
44 ed by the fervants on his charger. What 
44 irf my infancy was my fport, T>ecamej 
" as I grew up, the objett of my moft ar- 
" dent defire. And they wanted me to 
44 devote myfelf to the indolent life of a 
46 cloiftttr! It was a projeft that never 
44 pleafed me.. If I appeared to confent* 
* 4 it- wa^only to render my flight the irtore 
44 eafy ; and I l managed matters fo well, / 
44 that,i>y the affiftance of a domeftic of- 
* c my brother, I effected my efcape > and 
44 arrived without accident at. the afylum 
44 I had chofen. 

44 This, afylum, in which I hoped to 
44 find my fafety, was the court of Win- 

" ceflaus. 
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cc ceflatfs. I had frsard, that it was the 
" duty of an emperor to pfoted the op- 
<c prefled, and confidering myfelf as the 
* 4 mod perfecuted being on earth, I pre* 
* c fented myfelf before his majefty with 
" as much confidence, as if what I had 
44 to afk were not of the nature of a fa- 
44 vor, but fomething to which I had an 
44 indifputable right. I conceived it to 
" be an z& of juftice. But does Wince- 
44 flaus underftand the claims of oppreffed 
44 humanity ? This wa$ aqueftionl never 
44 a&ed myfelf. Alas, I little knew the 
44 rift I incurred. My lucky liar, how- 
44 ever, brought me into his prefence 
44 precifely at one of thofe moments, fo 
" rar$, in which he found himfelf dik 
44 pofed to benevolence. You are not to 
44 be informed that there is no tyrant, 

44 however cruel, who has not flight in- 

45 tervals of this kind. 

"' I was admitted among his pages. 
" My gratitude, which I in a thoufand 
44 ways evinced, my livelinefs and my 
44 gaiety attached him to me. He would 
44 have me ileep in his apartment, day and 
44 night I muft be the agent of his fecret 
44 commiffions j and the indefatigable zeal 
44 with which I acquitted myfelf, obtained 
44 me every day a greater fliare of his con- 
44 fidence. In fpire of the guife of flat- 
44 tery, it was impoflible but Winceflaus 
. Vol. 1. E "maft 



to *t*»lAff Of «*ft*A. 

» c niafc fomtftitnc* htiie perceived, in the 
*• epet'tf ffafe- wile atffcikted fehn, * ft- 
•< cret difoppfcobatia!* of Ms ^on^tSr. 

* lVith me, froweve*, ke had tt# foch ifl-^ 
*< cortvenieHce to <h>ead, ft*- 1 imagined 
f * that every thing which a& emperor dM 
«< ihuft tteceflarily be right, ft was for 

* this *eafen he wifeed to have mi con- 
** ft^iKfy about hJs perfcn ; and thtte fras 
« I gTadtialty* initiated into* all IhefestetS 
" of his ddttttefeed life," 

**■ Poor youag man !" excised Mbn- 
Iter- *< What a fcfeoot for thy heart !* 
■ *' Mo vefy dangerous toe, be atfured; 
* c 1 wai too young to have any mcflfcitfoil 
** for the praSteea of my mtafttr't beflde, 
**• I thought them becoming only & him ; 

* and felt as little defke to ftralloW his 
** bumpers or fhare his miftreffes favours, 
«* as to wallow hi the? mire with the 
4< fwine. 

"•* On the otfyer hand, fny lo^e of arms, 
*• and my continual occupation^ centric 
f€ buted not a little to prefer ve me from 
** ftreh vkioirs propenfitJes. Wltefc Wift- 
** ceflaus was afleep, and even when stwake, 
tt but incapable of thinking, from iacoxi- 
** cation, moments when he wijfhed not to 
u fee me, I ufed to repair to old Herman" 

* of Hertingfliaufen, efquire te the fem* 
** jperor, who, from the fimilatfty ef our 
*' chriftian names, had conceived a re- 

* c gard 



w gar d fbf me. He fpared neither pains 
** not expence to make me an accomplifb- 
" ed knight, even while I was yet but a 
** fimpie page. Succefs rendered roe 
** vain. Alfmy comrades hated me f not 
** excepting Kunfman, thefon of old Her- 
cc iindhaulen, for the haughtinefs with 
** which 1 carried myfelf, on account of 
ci the preference which "was fliown mej 
•* aftd a faord, which the emperor per- 
*' mitted me to wear, by diftinguiftiing 
w me from other youths of, my age, filled 
** up the meafure of their jealoufy.. They 
<l ftyled me the page in armour ; and I 
<c was vain of the title, though it was 
** given me in derifion. 

" The defire of perfe&ing myfelf in the 
• * exercifes of cfhivalry, and of ferviag the 
** emperor with fidelity, wholly occupied 
** my mind : every thing elfe was indif- 
" ferent to me. It was known that I wa$ 
* c the favourite of Winceflaus, and of coa- 
*• fequence every body refrained from 
c< fpeaking before me,/who never concealr 
" ed from him a fyllable of what formed 
* c the common converfation of his fjib- 
" je&s ; I mean the indignation excited 
1 " by his extravagances. Few had the 
i " iimplicity to Believe with me, that there 
** were things allowable in an emperor, 
46 which ought tobe punifhed in a private 
" individual. Thus he was hated and 
E 2 " defpifed 
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" defpifed by the people, and they fedret* 
* c ly formed a plan to rid themfelves of 

V him - 

<c It was not till late that the emperor 
" was apprized of this confpiracy. When 
* c at length he found it neceffary to be 
V upon his guard, things had been car- 
" ried fo far, that he did not think him- 
u felf fafe at Prague, and was obliged to 
" make his efcape in the night accompa- 
*' nied by the moft faithful of his fervants, 
" of whom I was one. He betook him- 
** felf to a caftlfe a^few leagues from the 
<c city, to which he had given the name 
*' of jCohradfbourg, and which he had 
" fortified purpofely as a retreat in cafe of 
" an event of this nature. 

" Here I firft learned the caufe of our 
" fudden flight. I was aftoniihed to find 
4< that an emperor could incur any dan- 
" ger ; and, from the notions I had form- 
*' ed of the rights of fovereigns, 1 conceiv- 
4 * ed the treatment of Winceflaus, who 
<c had told me of his fituation, to be fo 
,c unjuft and uhwcvthy, that I fwore to de- 
4C fend him to the laft drop of my blood. 

4C Winceflaus laughed, and addrefling 
^.me by a filthy .nickname, with which 
u he fometimes honoured me: c Were 
" things come to that pafs, faid he, th$t 
" *»ou wert to be my only defender, I 

mould be in a woeful plight indeed. 

" Leave 
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€c Leave thy fword in its fcabbard, let thy 
€C arm be at reft, and make ufe of thy 
cc ears. Liften when thou feeft two peo- 
€ * pie talking together privately ; pretend 
€€ to be afleepj fpeak of me withcon- 
<c tempt; fay that I have beaten thee, 
<c that thou hateft me, and wifheft me 
* 4 dead ; thus will they place confidence 
44 in thee, thou wilt learn every thing", 
44 and we fhall know what meafures to 
44 take for our fafety/ 

44 This advice of my mafter was fo con* 
44 trary to my own way of thinking, and 
44 I trufted fo much to the goodnefs of 
44 my fword, that I negle&ed every other* 
44 mode of ferving him ; * and, though we 
44 had none but fecret attempts to fear, I 
cc thought only of oppofing myfelf to open 
44 force. 

, " The general difcontent towards Win* 
44 ceflaua continued to encreafe. Soon 
44 after his arrival at Conradfbourg, he 
44 had caufed three of the principal mal- 
44 contents to be publicly executed ; and 
44 the fame day, my faithful inftruftor in 
44 chivalry, old Hertingfhaufen, was found 
•• aflaffinated on the road from Conradf- 
" bourg to Prague. In the bark of the 
44 tree, at the foot of which he fell, tke 
44 perpetrators had ftuck two poinards, 
44 Plained with his blood, on which were 
44 engraven, in ill formed letters, the fol- 
E 3 " lowing 
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cc lowing wprds * ; .executed by the fret 
t€ Judges for the crime of high treafbn. No 
" one, except myfeff, wis ignorant of the 
** author of this infamous deed. I ran to 
44 wafli with my tears the body of my &n* 
" fortunate friend; but it was already 
M conveyed away from the curiofity of the 
c * people. On my return I met Kunz» 
u man, fon of the deceafed, who faid ta 
** me, with defpair in bis countenance : 
44 ' This is one of die noSle exploits of 
" that dear mafter of whom thou art fo 
•• fond !' 

•• 1 hsfiteted not to appear before the 

* emperor, and repeat to him what I hadl 
** juft heard from Itunzman. The pufll* 
44 laniniiry of Winceflaus was fo greats 
•* that he cc^idefcended to juftify hnnfelf 

v *• to one of his fervaiits ; and I, who ha4 

" the utmoft confidence in him, was eafi- 

n Iv perfuaded. * You fee plainly enough, 

** faid he*to me, that it was not I f but the 

u agents of the fecret tribunal who com* 

*• mitred the murder. I did not even 

* know that Hertingftiaufen had been 
44 guilty of treafon : but be that as it may, 

* Winceflaus, as hiftory informs us, had thought 
fttoptr t*> ttfcirp th« right of creating free counts and 
ftce judged of tht fccret tribunal $ but thefc were 
' not acknowledged hy the ancient ones legally efta- 
bli(hed» This remark will perhaps be found necefc 
faxy for the underftanding of what follows. 

i '* you 
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** ftni m*y be cohvinccld from hi* ex* 
€< waftfe* that the moft fectet erirte* we 
a ptrtiffhed by drvroe vengeance/ 

44 I b&uHy befeved all that Winceflaua 
44 uAA me, and promifed to bring avet 
44 Kunsman to the fame w*yt>f thinking. 
" Tbe ixtet day, *$ I wis paffing under an 

* atehed pafiage i» the fortrtfss I received; 
44 * violent Wow oil tbe iid«J, without fee*. 
44 fog the pcrfon b j> whow it wa* given r 
44 I t&ottght, however, that the voice I 

* heard wis £ufaamsin , &— 4 Cut fed in- 
44 farmer/ it cried, * thy tti&gue is the 
44 caufe that I muft fly my country*'— * 
¥ With tbe violence of tha blow 1 had 

* fallen to the ground, I got upon my> 
44 feet) as expedhioufiy as 1 was able, but 
44 few nobody- 1 refle&ed on the words-, 
u but could not comprehend them. I for* 
** got them therefore, and thought of them 
u no more, aotwithftanding I learned the 
** tejst day, that Kunzman, whom I had 
u never loved, and who was one t>i the 
" pages of Wiiu*efla*ri, had difappeared. 
** h never once entered my head, that I 
44 had fpoken imprudently of him to the 
44 emperor, and had by that means ex- 
44 pofed him to perfecution, and obliged 
44 him to fly. 

44 Thefe, and other inftaflces of ven- 

44 geance, infii&ed by the emperor, led 

44 perfoiis ta aft with greater circumfpee* 

E 4 " tion. 
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>u tion. He wad hated in feafet and flutter* 
4< ed in public. As I was alfo feared, 
" whatever was likely to givp umbrage 
44 was carefully cbnc^aled from me j and 
44 thus both mafter and fervant thought 
44 themfelves as much in fafety as ever. 

44 Winceflaus, however, durft not yet 
u return to Prague : but he found it fo 
44 eafy to fatisfy his inclination for women, 
44 as well as wine, in the environs of Con- 
41 radfbourg, a place indeed too well cal- 
* 4 culated for fo vile a debauchee, that he 
•* gave himfelf little- concern about hifc 
44 capital. 

44 In the diftrfdt were various forts of 
•» monks, and they fo well underftood 
€i how to make their Court to him, that 
44 the emperor frequently invited them to 
i€ come and get drunk with him, and vi- 
44 fited them in return, to procure himfelf 
44 the fame pleafure. Winceflaus was at 
44 heart no great friend to monks; but 
44 their wine was delicious, and that was 
44 fufficient to induce him to forget his 
44 antipathy, and live with them on terms 
44 of the moft brotherly affection. 

46 During one of thefe vifits to the con- 
vent of Braunau, his enemies, probably 
with the connivance of his jovial hofts, 
attacked him and carried him prifoner 
to Prague. I was not prefent. My rea- 
fon, which began to unfold with my ri- 
* 4C pening 
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cc pening years, prevented me from re- 
xc maining as heretofore, the tranquil 
44 fpe&ator of the emperor's debauchery, 
* 4 - His afpeft, when intoxicated, was dread- 
44 ful ; and the addition of perhaps a do- 
4< zen drunken monks, who furrounded 
44 him on thefe occafions, was to me, who^ 
44 had frequently been forced to witnefs 
44 fimilar fcenes, fo difgufting, that 1 
41 thought myfelf happy to be excufed 
4C from attending him at Braunau, and in- 
44 ftead of it to go a hunting. It was. % 
" 'therefore not till my return from the 
44 chace that I learned the news of his 
" being taken. My zealtofervehim was 
" immediately roufed. Both gratitude 
" and affe&ion loudly called upon me to 
44 fave a man, who merited in reality 
44 neither of thefe fentiments. I gallop- 
" ed full fpeed towards the city, hoping 
44 to overtake the conductors of Wince- 
44 flaus, and promifmg myfelf to achieve 
44 miracles of valour ; but I found every 
44 thihg quiet on the joad, as well as in 
44 the city. 

44 When I arrived at the gate, I fell 
" from my horfe out-of breath. Some 
44 perfons whd were near cai^e to my af- 
44 fiftance, and afked me fome queftions. 
44 I fpoke in high terms of the imprifon- 
44 ment of my mafter, and demanded 
44 where he was.—' Hold your peace/ faid 
E < " a fol. 
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•* a foldier on guard ; thank God we have 
•* him, and be not fo Angular as to grieve 
u for an event at which every body elfe is 
H rejoiced : but it is not proper to talk of 
•* this bufinefs yet, the emperor has too 
•• many partifans among the people/ 

" I had no occafion to know more j I 
•* efcaped, and ran through the city, pro- 

* claiming the imprifonment of Wincef- 
•• tens, and my. intention to deKver him ; 
•• and before a finglc perfon interpofed to 
•* ftop me, I found myfeif at the head of 
** a confiderabfe troop, who accompanied 
** me to the tower where the emperor was 
** confined* and {wore to -conquer or to 
u die, in rcfcuing their good, their getie- 
u rous prince, the prote&orof Kberty, and 

* the friend of the people. 

" Certainly none of the fubje&s of Win- 
** cdlaus had fo much reafon to love him 
" as the lower chfs of the people. Their 
•* poverty fcreened them from thofe extor- 
" tions to which the rich were expofed. 
" He permitted them every fort of liberty, 
" and was not afliamed* upon occafion, to 
44 drink even with a porter. He knew, 
•* alfo, how to procure them bread at a 
w cheap rate ; but it was always at the ex- 
" pence of the rich, and without the fmal- 

* left coft to hhnfelf. 

" Circumftances of this nature were 
" vaunted to- the ikies during our march 

"to 
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€ * to the ptsfoo, which we attacked fo vi- 
•* goroufly, that a little more firttmeft, or 
44 a better leader, would infallibly have 
44 gained u* the vi&ory. But we *efl£ 
** quickly difperfed, and the only advaii- 
* 4 tage I derived from the enterprise, 1eai 
" the being made prrfoner, and fhtit up in 
44 the tower in which my matter was con* 
44 fited. 

** ThUcomfokd me. 1 hoped that w4 
" fhould be placed in the fame apartment, 
" and that 1 fliould enjoy the pleafute of. 
44 hearing from his mouth the pf&ifes of 
44 my fidelity. But my expe&atioift Wef6 
4t cricily difoppointed. I was thrown. 
44 iftto a filthy dungeon, where i remained 
44 tiB the emperor had contrived to fet 
•* hknfeJf at liberty, without my hsrvirfg 
«* in the -flighteft degree contributed to it, 
44 a circuoaftance at which 1 was very fore- 
44 ly grieved* The idea faggefted to him 
■**• by Madam van Badeft, of throwing him* 
44 feff into the river, and then faving 
44 himfelf by fwimming, or by means of 2u 
■** bttnc, was fo fcmpte actd fo cafily execift- 
44 ed that I could not forgive myfelf for 
44 not thinking of it, I envied Sufanna 
44 the part file performed on this extfaot- 
44 dinary occafion, and was vexed to per- . 
4 * oeive that another had rendered iAy 
44 matter mote effenttal iervice than toyfelL 
44 At length 1 was afcfo fet at liberty, 
u Perhaps Winceflaus began again to ren- 

" der 
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" dcf himfelf feared, and it was not 
44 '/thought prudent longer to ilKtreat one 
44 of his fervants ; or perhaps 1 was con- 
¥ fidered as a perfon of too little rmport- 
" ance to be detained after my matter 
44 had efcapedi 

44 I was no fo<5ner at large, than I Kaf- 
iC tened to Conradfbourg. There I relat- 
44 ed to the empero/ what I had done, 
44 and the difafter that had befallen n>e : 
" but inftead of the praifes I expettet^ 
44 or the leaft token of pity for my mif- 
46 fortunes, I was received with an air of 
44 coolnefs and diffatisfaftion. My want 
41 of addrefs, he pretended was the fole 
" caufe of my failure. I ought to have 
" planned my fcheme as wifely as Su^ 
44 fanna had planned hers. It was a dif- 
c \ grace to me to have tyeen furpaffed by 
" a woman.— Such, and more mortifying, 
4€ ftill were the reproaches he made me. 

44 I burned with impatience to fee this 
44 heroine, Sufanna. No one elfe was 
44 taFkedof at Conradfbourg. Ihadform- 
44 ed the fublimeft idea of her : but my 
44 expe&ations were once more difappoint- 
44 ed. Inftead of a beauty, as fhe was 
" ftyled by the flattery of the courtiers, 
44 out of defference to the emperor, who 
"was diftra&edly fond of her, I faw a 
44 coarfe, ordinary creature, whofe greateft 
44 merit, in the eyes of Winceflaus, I 

"quickly 
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** quickly perceived confifted in her com- 

** plaifance, which* indeed, was boundlefs, 

44 Unable to conceal the contempt with 

j C4 which this woman infpired me, I funk 

i " greatly in my mailer's opinion ; befide 

> "that he fometimes took it into his head 

44 to be jealous of me. I was tall, young, 

".tollerably well made, and madam von 

"Baden had faid that I was handfome. 

j a All this difgufted me, and the attach- 

| 4< rnent \ had hitherto felt for Winceflaus, 

44 rapidly dimjnifhed. 

44 I was now become fo little necefiary 
f 4C to thfe emperor, that I might fpend 

44 whole days in hunting without being 
44 miffed by him- On one of thofe days 
f . " he fell a fecond time into the hands of 

44 his enemies. I took care not to repeat 
44 on this, the imprudence into which I 
44 had fallen on the former \ occafion. 

44 Meanwhile the liberation of the empe- 
" ror was refolved on in my mind; but 
46 my motive was the love of glory, for I 
" no longer felt either gratitude or attadh- 

i 4fi ment. I was deli rou$ only of retrieving 

." the reputation I had loft by my firft fuc- 

45 cefslefs enterprize; and of wiping away 
44 the reproach of having been furpaffed 
4 * by a woman. 

4V As I could not bear the idea of being 

4C in any refpeft compared with the defpr- 

• " cable miftreCs of Winqsflaus, I reje&ed, 

"the 
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44 the inftant they pfefenttd tbdrtrfelveS, 
44 every project that bore the kaft rcfcm- 
44 blance to hers. And yet, ?n fpite of 
44 my repugnance, fate decreed, that I 
44 fhould be reduced to the neceffity of cm- 
44 ploying precisely the fame means. All - 
44 the artifices I pra&ifed to extricate the 
44 empctor from the tower of Prague, were 
44 fruftrated ; and it happened, after the 
44 time and pains I had waited, and money 
44 I had fpent in corrupting his guards, 
44 that he was fuddenly removed to irum- 
44 lau, were my efforts to deliver him 
46 proved equally abortive, till I reforted 
ls 4o the expedient of Sufanna, which I 
44 had fo pofitr?ely determined to avoid. 

44 I gaiaed over to my pwpofe a ftflier- 
44 man. We rowed set night under the 
44 window of the prifon where the emperor 
44 was confined* Luckily this window 
44 had no ban ; and my voice mfomaed 
44 him that we were there to affift his 
44 efcape. We fpread a large net on the 
44 water, and begged his majefty to thrott 
" himfelf into it. This operation we were 
44 obliged to repeat for feveral nights to-. 
44 gether, before the . daftardly Wioce- 
44 flans could fammoti refoltttion enough 
44 to take the leap. On the tMrd even- 
44 ing wine came to o\nr aid \ and it is im- 
44 poffible to fay whether it was im own 
* free wiil or the fumes of intoxication 

44 that 
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• * that threw him into our arms. Be that 
as it mjy, he was feted : but mftead of 
c * thanking *us, he complained of his fell, 
"refitfed the fiftcrman the reward I Jiad 
•* promifed, and would certainly have 
** been delivered up to his enemies by our 
** mterefted condu&or, had I not appeafed 
** him by fome trif&ng prefents, and by 
4< affnrmg him that, as to the remainder 
u of his claim, it was I, not the empe- 
** rox, whom he might confider as his 
** debtor. , 

" This protnife, on my part, fatkfied 
cc the fifhermaa. Winceflaus, ope would 
4 * fuppofe, muft have been mortified to 
** fend the word of one of his fervants 
* c have more weight than his owfc : but 
" he difcovered no fuch fentiment* He 
*< rubbed his arms and fides, and gram- 
** bled and moaned over his pains till we 
<c reached the oppofite bank of the river; 

** I delivered him into the hands of 
** Sufanna, who atrrfed him for two or 
«* three days when he fctmd himfelf pet- 
•* feftly recovered, ft was theft he firtl 
*• thought proper ta return me ferae flight 
* acknowledgement for the fcrvice I had 
•* rendered him. ' 

« • Hertnan/ faid he to me, • I am fetif- 
"fiedwith thyconcfea. Thou haft had 
" the 0tilf to catch m thy net the greateft 
u ffth m the empire. If thou canft fpread 

"it 
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" it fo as to take alfo my enemies, I will 
*« load thee with favours, and thou fhalt 
€l have no farther need to ]be a Hibernian.' 

" I perfe&ly underftood what was meant 
" by this figurative language. I begged 
" time to confider of it, avowing however 
" to his majefty, that I was more inclin- 
<c ed to open war, than fecret manoeuvres. 

" In the mean time we had every day 
." deferters from Prague, who informed 
iC us that it was ferioufly intended to at- 
" tack Conradfbourg, as it was by no 
<c means likely, after what had happened, 
46 that Winceflaus would again fuffer him- 
". felf to be furprized out of his caftle. 
" It appeared alfo that the appointment of 
" a new emperor was in contemplation; 
" and that the day when Winceflaus 
" fhould fall a third time into the hands 
«' of his eneipies would be that of his 
" death. 

" Prague had a numerous garrifoii. 
** Not that it was thought neceffary on our 
" Recount, whofe ftrength excited little 
<c apprehenfion ; but to aft againft tjiofe 
<r who, after the death of Winceflaus, 
" might difpute the fcrown. Every day 
" frefii troops arrived in the city, and we 
" werfe told that there was fhortly expeft- 
" ed a confiderable reinforcement from 
i€ Hungary, lent by king Sigifmond. 

!. c Sigifmond- 
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** Sigifmond was tht brother of Win- 
ceflaus, and, on his detnife without chil- 
dren, heir to the crown of Bohemia. 
Though this was fufficient for the em- 
peror to hate him, yet were the fenti- 
ments df Sigifmond too noble to feek to 
merit ^his brother's enmity either by at- 
tempting his life, or feizing his throne : 
and it appears, that, in consenting toaf- 
fift the diffatisfiedfubjefts of Winceflaus, 
c< his view was to enable them to check 
" the .career of his diflipation, and pre- 
€ * fcribe terms to him on which he fhould 
" ftill be permitted to reign. It feems 
** too, that Sigifmond was ignorant of the 
" ill intentions of the Bohemians towards 
44 their mafter. 

" I had heard enough of the king of 
u Hungary to form this opinion of his 
44 chara&er, and I fortunately brought 
44 over the emperor to the fame way of 
44 thinking. He accordingly refolved to 
44 writ^to him, and demand his afliftance. 
44 This was his letter. 

44 4 And are you alfo againft me ? Oh ! 
44 think of your father. Wreft not from 
44 me what was given me by hira. Em- 
4 ' ploy not your power in favor of my 
44 enemies, but employ it rather to fave 
44 an unfortunate brother/ 

44 The court of Winceflaus was then fo 
" deferted, fo deftitute of perfons of con- 

" fideration, 
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MertctiOTy tint he wat obliged to crni- 
fide to He, a page of fcventcsen, the de- 

V ttrtfy of this important letter. I fee- 
44 lieve, bwwwcr, that few wosld have 
44 executed the office better. I was to 
44 fupply, by coinreriatiim, what' he dared 
44 not commit to paper ; and the warmth 
44 with which I pleaded my matter** csufe, 
44 raadefoch *n impreffionon fligifmond, 

V that he deteiaoiaed in f**or of WJnce- 
44 flaos* 4 A fovcraign/ fckt fee, 4 wiho 
44 ha* fiach femnta, cannot be fo bad a* 
41 my brother la represented/ 

44 Sigifmond at length thought proper 
to make trial of my fidelity, and not 
being difetisfied with me, he loaded me 
with his confidence* Nothing but my 
** youth prevented his giving me the 
44 command of the troops which he lent 
44 to his brother. He recommended me 
44 however ftrongly to his genera), a war- 
44 rior of no common merit, yet who had 
44 the modefty to a(k my advice on the 
44 order of our march, and to fctiow it 

44 The* inhabitants of Prague had 1 long 
44 expe&ed tfie troops of king Sielfmofld, 
44 which they fuppofed were to fide with 
44 them againft the emperor. According- 
44 iy we gave ourfeives out for their allies : 
44 nor was it till we were in the heart of 
44 the city, that we declared ©urfefre* 
4< their enemies* 

44 The 
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44 The taking of the caftle of Wifcher ad 
4 * >ras, in the general's opinion, the point 
44 of ruoft importance In the attack 
" much blood was fpilt, but we at laft car- 
44 ried it j and the emperor, who was ap* 
cc prifed of all our meafures, was foffici* 
44 eatly near, to come at *he fcrft fignal* 
44 to take poffeffion of this fortrefs. 

44 From the battlements of the caftle he 
" ihewed himieif to the people, with » 
44 numerous train of attendants* Having 
" refrained that day from drinking, ho 
« was capable of fpeaking with a certain 
44 degree of energy \ and he was proclaim* 
cc ^dfovereignanew. He granted a gene* 
44 ral amnefty, and, to confirm it, the prin* 
41 cipal inhabitants of the city were invit- 
44 eat© his tabic. My heart beat with joy f 
44 when I beheld the preparations for fucb 
44 an entertainment* For tbe firil time in 
" my life I thought Wmceflaws great, and 
44 worthy of his rank, fince he was capa* 
44 tie of pardoning his enemies with fuch 
44 true magnanimity. I threw myfelf at 
44 bis feet, as if to thank him for his mer- 
44 cy to others. I had always apprehend. 
4C ed fceaes of blood, iliould Prague again 
44 fall into his hands > and I was delight* 
44 ed at fo agreeably finding myfelf mif- 
44 taken. 

" The emperor, however, rudely re- 
" puifed ine from him, and called me an 

44 effemi- 
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u effeminate fool. It was not till the end 
" of the repaft, that I began to Aifpeft 
f • what had rendered the expreflion of my 
** feelings fo difagreeable to him. Win- 
f< ceflaus could not receive with" pleafure 
•* teftimonies of gratitude and admiration 
*' of which he knew himfelf fo litte deferv- 
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" The guefts were fitting tranquilly at 
u table. The wine, which flowed plenti- 
u fully, infpired them with gaiety. The 
" good citizens of Prague, at their fove- 
u reign's requeft* pointed out to him, with 

confidence, the changes they wilhed 

to fee take place under his future go- 
• s vernment. Winceflaus promifed every 
"thing ; and thefe poor deluded people, 
** fwore to him eternal fidelity, and a de- 
u votion without bounds. 

" The emperor then took his glafs, ancf 
" drank to the (lability of the peace that 
" had juft been concluded. His guefts 
" pledged him : but, alas ! it was the fig. 
" nal of their death. Twenty fabres in- 
44 ftantly glittered behind them. The 
€< greater part fell beneath the murdering 
" "fteel, before they perceived themfelves 

in danger, and the flbor was deluged 

with mingled dreams of blood and of 
•* wine. 

"'It is impoffible to defcribe to you 
** what I felt ,on this terrible occafion. 

" Defpair 
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44 Defpair for an inftant rendered ine mor 
44 tionlefs : but fpeedily recovering myfelf, 
44 my firft thought was to intreat Wincef- 
44 Uus to fparethofe unhappy beings; my 
44 fecond to (land up in their defence* 
44 Then refle&ing, that neither of thefe 
44 fteps could fave them, and having be*. 
44 held an honeft old man of fourfcore, 
* 4 whom I had always refpe&ed for his 
44 venerable appearance, murdered by my 
44 fide, I fell fenfelefs on the floor. My 
44 agitation, my furprife, my defpair^ were 
* 4 too great to be refilled. I was young 
44 too,. and though I had feen the blood of 
" an enemy flowing in battle, I had never 
44 beheld that of the innocent flied ^at a 
** feafh Do not laugh at my weaknefs : 
" I was forced to fink under it." 

44 Why," cried Munfter, 44 attempt to 
" juftify youffelf ? What would deferve 
44 praife, if your conduft on that occafioj} 
*' could be blamed ?" 

44 And yet blamed it was. Winceflaus 
44 treated me as a weak and pufillanimous 
" being, terrified at the fight of blood ; 
44 and for three days I was forbidden to 
44 appear at court. 

44 I ardently wiftied never to fee again 
44 that cavern of murderers. My heart 
44 was completely alienated from the em- 
44 perorj and 1 imparted to 'the cora- 
44 mander of the Hungarians, the only 

44 perfon 
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u . perfort who vffrted me during my con- 
c * fineraent, th^ deflre f had to enter into 
" the fervice of the king his mallet*. 

" That brave foidier, who loved me, 
w counfelted me to remain at the court of 
c< Bohemia. * You behold/ laid he, • what 
u has palled with a too rigid eye : reafoa 
,f of ftate juftify many anions that have 
" a& appearance of injuftice. It was in a 
u manner impoffible the emperor Ihould 
u let the rebels go wholly unpunifhed.' 

<c I made a long fpeech in defence of 
€t my opinion ; to whirfi my friend an- 
lt fwered only by his fifcnce : and I faw 
** too plainly, that thewortd, and evefi the 
K moft enlightened part of -it, though* of 
" certain matters vety differently fromin- 
«• experieiuded innocence. 

* My confidence in the general at 
" length determined me to pardon Win- 
** ceflaus an aftion of which I had no fight 
" to conliitute myfelf the judge. tfe ad- 
•* vifed me to re-eftablifh myfelf in the 
tc emperor's favor, fhoidd he be dilprifed 
" to receive me a* before ; to turn to ad- 
** Vantage the influence I had over him, 
•* and not forfeit by a precipitate retreat, - 
** 4 the recompence due to me for the im- 
*• portant fervice I had rendered him. 

*' The time of my confinement, which 
** T would willingly have prolonged, b> 
• 4 iag expired, I again apjiea *ed at court. 

" The 



*■ Tfte kitttfnef* With wftkk the emperor 
" received me, attached me to him afrefh'; 
c * and? the decree condemning thofe who 
** had been killed having been made pub- 

* lie, I fefolved to drive from my mind 
*' every remembrance of that fatal night, 

* that I might not reiapfe into doubt whe- 
" rher they were juftly or unjuftly pm to 
** death. 

** Winceflaus feeraed to have changed 

* his way of life, and to condwfl! himfeff 
w better tfian he had heretofore done* He 
" remained for days together free froiii 
** Jhtoxication. His bottle- companion, 
" the prince of Ratibor, who was detefted 

* by the people, , remained at Cenradf- 

* botirg ; neicfrer Sufanna nor. any other 
u of his miftrefles appeared ; and a lfiar- 
** tiage was talked of with Sophia, dailgh- , 
'* ter of the duke of Bavaria. 

4 * The whole country was rejoiced at 
" the latter refolmion of the emperor, 
" every pcrfoix fencymg > tfrat a virtuous 
** ftroufe wcmld eompkte the reformation 
" that was begun. For my part, I felt 
*■ myfelf Hkd ethers elated with hope, and 
** was attached anew towards my maften 

* I faw him lire in a manner fo different 
ft from what had formerly dtfpkafed me, 

* that I fwore iizvgt te quit him : an oath 
" which I may break without eifending 

^ " my 
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44 my confcience, fince my hopes are com- 
4C pletely deftroyed. 

44 Sophia, the charming, the virtuous 
44 Sophia, is indeed become our emprefs ; 
44 but how flight are the traces of reforma- 
44 tion fhe was expe&ed to work ! On the 
44 very day of the wedding, the prince of 
44 Ratibor agaki made his appearance* 
44 and with him all the ancient habits of 
44 debauchery. He was foon followed by 
44 the worthlefs Sufanna. Winceflaus had 
44 the matchlefs effrontery to prefent her 

44 himfelf to his wife O Munfter ! I 

44 could tell you of fcenes Haplefs, 

44 unfortunate Sophia ! 

44 But of what am I thinking 1 my bu- 
*> finefs is to relate my own, not her ad- 
44 ventures. But I am now arrived at the 
44 clofe of my recital, at the mod impor- 
44 tant events of my life. The appearance 
44 of Ida, the love I conceived for her, my 
44 confequent unhappinefs, the neceflfry I 
44 am under of quitting her : O my father! 
44 all this you are acquainted with, and I 
** have nothing more to inform you." 

44 You have forgotten to mention the 
44 reward, which your mafter owed you 
44 for the important fervice you rendered 
44 him, and for which your frieijd the 
44 Hungarian advifed you to wait at 
44 Prague." 

44 The 
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" The manner in which you fpeak 
" proves fufficiently what you think* I 
cc remember, indeed, that once, in a fit of 
" drunkennefs and gratitude, I was pro- 
" mifed the firft vacant grand fief of the 
" empire, a promife in which I could place 
" no great confidence, as the gift was much 
" too confiderable for me. I therefore 
" modeftly declined it, and contented my- 
" felf with aiking an honourable employ- 
" ment in the army, - Inftead of that I ob- 
" tained the paltry place of a chamberlain, 
" which, asut was the firft favour I receiv- 
" ed, will in all probability be the laft. 
" But no : the title of knight, and the per- 
" miflion to go and feek my fortune where- 
" ever I pleaie, are furely to be reckoned 
" as fomething." 

This conversation was followed by a 
long filence. Munfter and his' young 
friend feemed totally abforbed in thought. 
At length Herman firft ftiook off his me- 
lancholy, and imparted to the good citizen 
his intention of entering into the fervice 
of king Sigifmond, to whom he was knowq,- 
and at whofe court was his friend, the 
Hungarian general, whom Herman did 
not know to be one of the chiefs of. the 
empire. 

IVIunfter approved of this defign, and 
promifed to give him for efquire, an old 
and faithful domeftic, who had formerly 

Vol. I. F ferved 
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ferved In the army of Sigifmond ; and thus 
,they feparated.fer the evening. 



CHAPTER XL 

TfiflE day of Hermanns departure arriv- 
ed. He had paid all thofe tedious yifits of 
cteremofty, which are requifite on fiich an 
;occafion. One only remained for him to 
:*make, but that of all others the moftdif- 
treffing, the vifit he owed to the family of 
Munfter. .He had to take leave of the 
good old citizen and his wife ; he was 
once more to fee Ida, for her father had 
promifed it, and to imprint upon her cheek 
>his firft, perhaps his laft falute. 

Half intoxicated with pleafure, here- 
paired to the habitation of his miftrefs. 
Munfter received him at the door, and led 
him to the parlour, intreating him to re- 
.colleft himfelf, andto'fpare the feelifigs df 
jtfs daughter. Ida was the firft objeft he 
perceived. He trembled as he approadi- 
led her. Her paleiiefs, her eyes brimful of 
.tears, almoft tenypte4 him to believe that 
-the idea of reparation was as painfiii to her 
as to himfelf. For a time they were both 
,Tifent. Her eyes /were caft on the ground.: 

his 
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his ieemed as if they would devour a be- 
loved objeft, the longer to retain its re- 
membrance. 

" My children/* cried Munfter ; " do 
** not thus Tend my heart, and augment 
" your own fufferings ; embrace quickly, 
4C and bid ^ach other adieu." 

Herman drew near to kifs the cheek of 
Ida, who received his falute with all the 
modefty cuftomary in thofe days with 
young women, fle took the courage to 
pafs his arm round the neck of his mif- 
trefs ; hers involuntarily opened ; (he pref- 
fed him to her heart, and an adieu, tender 
as lover ever received, efcaped from her 
lips. Her father made a fign : Ida difen- 
gaged herfelf from the young 'man's em- 
brace, gave him a laft, a lingering look, 
and withdrew, her cheeks burning with 
blufhes, to her apartment. 

Herman, perfectly befide himfelf when 
his miftrefs had difappearal, -paid no atten- 
tion to what Munfter addreffed to him. 
The old man was filent; but prefer tly_ 
Herman, recovering himfelf, afked if he " 
were not to fee the mother of Ida, and 
take leave alfo of her. Munfter acquiefced ; 
and (he immediately entered. She had 
.purpofely waited, in the hope of being 
able at laft to execute part at leaft of a de- 
fign fhe had long refolved upon. Her 
countenance expreffed more anxioufnefs 
Fs than 
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than forrow, and flie appeared attentively 

. to obferve her hufband, in order to feize 
the firft opportunity of fpeaking a few 
words unperceived to -Herman, At length 
Munfter having turned for a moment to- 
wards the window, flie whifpered lo our 
hero. — "Hew unlucky," faid flie " that 

• " you haw never attempted to fpeak to me 
" in private I I had fo many things to tell 
" you!" 

Munfter turned round to make fome trif- 
ling remark, and the converfation. broke 
oft*. Herman was in no hury to take leave, 
hoping to learn fome of the fecrets of Ida's 
inother. The old gentleman being alked 
for, probably by his wife's orders, was 
obliged to go out of the room ; and, the 
moment he fhut the door, flie exclaimed : 
" O fir J one day* one fingle day more, I 
" intreat you ! I have pajd a vifit to the 
< c emperor in behalf of Ida : you muft fe- 

* " cond us, you muft remind him, that he 
44 owes me a favour which he has promif- 
g| ,ed not to refufe." 

She would have faid more, but her huf- 

.band.returned ; and though Herman ft aid 
yet three tedious hours, Munfter ftirred. 
not from him for an inftatit, and his curi- 
ofity remained unfatisfied. 

44 You promifed me, my dear Munfter;" 

• faid the young knight, as he rofe*o take 

leave, " a faithful attendant. In that *ex- 

4 <c pe&ation 
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<c pe&ation I have difmifled all my doraef- 
" tics, and I am anxious* to fee my future 
** efquire." 

Munfter went out to calf old Andrew, 
This was'a golden opportunity, which the 
wife failed not to embrace. ..." Ida is not' 
** our daughter/' faid'fhe in a lew voice.... 
" I am only her nurfe. Offended 1 jVc,* 
Cfr and the dread of leaving her in the 
<{ hands of a wicked ftepmothcr, induced" 
" me . . . ." The return of the old gentle-' 
man prevented her from finifiiing her dif- 
co very, and fobnafter appeared the domes- 
tic, tvho fwore fidelity" to his young maf- 
ter, and obtained from him; in return, the 
promife of never being abandoned by him ; 
but on the contrary, if fortune proved fa- 
vourable to Herman, that he would make 
his old age comfortable to him : a promife 
which the young knight would affuredly- 
have made with ftill greater cordiality, had 
he been capable of noticing the ingenuous 
and trufty countenance of his new valet, 
and the warmth with which he entered into 
his engagement ; but, in truth, his mind 
was at that time otherwise occupied, H<£ 
thought of nothing but the extraordinary 
intelligence he had heard from Mrs. Mun- 
fter, and his only concern was to know 
more on the fubjefly or to learn at leaft 
the name of Ida's parents. 

F 3 All 
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All his hopes depended on the embrace 
he was to receive from Mrs, Munfler. In 
fad flie held him a long time in her arms, 
and had even whifpered in bis ear : " flie 
"'is the daughter of the count of . . • •** 
when Munfler interfered. 

" What ve you doing ?" cried he, with 
a fmile, as he parted them. " Do you 
" think, young man, that embraces like 
" thefe are not enough to make me jea- 
" lous?" 

Herman was vexed ; and anfwered the 
old gentleman with a degree of ill humour, 
perceiving at the fame time traces of a 
fimilar fentiment in the eyes of his friend. 
It was indeed highly improbable, that a 
man of fo much penetration fhould not 
have perceived fomething of what was en- 
deavoured to be concealed from him* 

They parted then : and the various fea- 
timents that occupied their minds,, as fur- 
prize, difcontent,, and difappointed hope*., 
fcarcely lefrroom for the entrance of for-" 
row ; fo that <it the moment of taking 
leave, a moment fo much dreaded* there 
was not a fingle tear fixed. 
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CHAPTER XIJ, 



HERMAN mounted his horfe, and 
galloped full fpeed out of the city. So 
nfiafty different thoughts diftra&ed his at-, 
tention^ that hs; perceived neither the 
length of his journey, nor the approach of 
night. H^ did not even, anfwer the quei- 
won of old Andrew, who afked where &« 
meant- to take up his lodging. The fcife. 
he had received horn,, Ida, which could 
Leave him no doubt of her love ; the news 
<rf her noble birth, fc delightfully flatter* 
ing to his vanity ; the^ uacertainty of het* 
ijan*e; were ampie fubjedfe for lixs prfl* 
founded meditation. He thus entirely For* 

§ot the bttfinefe he had undertaken for 
Am* Munfter; the vifit the honeft city 
dame had paid to the emperor, the promife 
of which he was. to remind him, and on 
account of which he had been fo urgently 
preffed to remain at leaft one day longer 
at Prague. 

It is impoffibte for us. to fay, how the 
thought recurred to hira*$ but it i& certain, 
that or a fudcteu he began to confider 
whe*e he was*,- and y feeing night coming 
on; and Prague at a great diftance, he was 
enraged at his forgetfulnefs. 

F 4 " Let 
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" Let us inftantly go back/' faid he to 
his fervant, turning about his horfe at the 
fame time • . . . *' I have a commiflion to 
" the emperor, the execution of which is 
" indifpenfable. I have . ; . ." 

Andrew had already more than once 
fufpe&ed, that Herman was not perfe&ly 
in his fenfes ; and his fufpkions were con- 
firmed when he perceived the warmth with 
which he fpoke, the want of connexion in 
what he faid, and his eager and perturbed 
looks. ; 

Our tonight, however, returned by .the 
x way he had come, with fuch expedition, 

that Andrew lojft fight of him, before he 
had time to confider what meafures: were 
to be taken for the cure of his unhappy 
mafter. ■ ' , - 

To follow and overtake him ,. was the 
moft neceffary ftep for the.prefent. And 
this he accordingly efFefted, refolving not 
to lofe him again from his fight,.', (hat he 
might always haVe an eye on his a&ions. 

Our hiftorian does not inform us of the 
hout at which Herman arrived at Prague, 
nor .of the time when his trufty efquire dif- 
carded the falfe opinion he had conceived 
of him; Be that as it may, every thing 
confpired to prolong and increafe our he- 
ro's impatience. To go to court that even- 
> ing, or rather that night, was impoffible. 
In the morning he learnt, that the emperor 

had 
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had fet off the night before for Conradf- 
bourg. Immediately he repaired thither* 
and was given to underftand that he was 
gone to Kramlau. There Herman was not 
more fortunate.' He was told of feveral 
other places, to which* he repaired with, 
fimilar fuccefs. At laft, after travelling 
thr6e or four days to no purpofe, he re- 
turned to Conradfbourg, which Wince- 
flaus had never quitted. But all' his at- 
tempts were vain to gain admittance to » 
thofe, to whom he h'ad formerly fo eafy ao 
cefs. Every door was ftuit againft hinv 
Obliged to relinc^uifh his purpofe of exe- 
cuting himfelf, the commiffion that brought 
him back, he entrufted it to one of his an- 
cient friends at court, who at length deign- 
ed to fee' him. The courtier promifed to 
execute it with'pun&uality, and forgot it 
the next, moment. 

Herman again took his way to Hungary* - 
The extraordinary circumftances, that had ; 
at firft excited fuch ftfong emotions, be- 
came familiar to him, and he began to turn,: 
his attention to other objefts. Andrew, . 
on his part, difcovered, that his matter had 
in reality, as much" fenfe as other men ; 
and that his heart was as pure as that of 
an angel. His gentlenefs and . affabillity 
gained him fo completely the affeftion of - 
hisf old efquire, that he would have facri- 
ficed his life for him, and confequently 
F 5 Hernrj; 
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Hermaa had j,uft rqafoa to believe, that he 
would not uerufe him a left important fer- 
vice. 

Our young, knight was not ignorant, 
that Andrew had reiicfed Tor many years ill 
the family of Nfuuflier. It was pofiible, 
that he might be acquainted with Ida's 
feirth j and* accordingly,, Herman fought 
to diaw from him, what he knew of the 
matter. But either hie had nothing to conir' 
raunicate to. him* or IM&mffer had been too 
prudent to give hka a fenvant^ capable <af 
difclofing to his new maffer, the fecreta of 
him whofe fervice h$ had fitted. 

The feme depreflion of fpirits* wiuch 
Herman experienced ftom hi& difappoinir 
ed hopes* prevailed at Prague in th^noi*fe 
of Munfter. The oFd. gjaritfemap was (fit 
pleafed with his wife,, and* regretted the 
abfence of his young friend* though he 
ftill retained a. littler anggr agaiafl: ham. 
Ttfa wept for her dear Herman, but daised 
not tether tears be perceived by any eye, 
but hers whom fhe called her raodier. 
And Mrs. Munfter daily expected to be 
feni for to courts to be afked wha^t (he 
wanted : but expe&ed it in. vain. ■ " He 
** muft hava forgottea me/ ' feidfie tq 
Bsrfelf. a little odt of humoui : '* he muft 
** furely haye> departed without executing 
cr my commiffioiu Yet he was feeiiaf 
" Prague the day aftec his ta&*g baw *£ 

w us* 
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** us« H$ was feen alfo at Conradibourg, 
** where the emperor reficfes. Let us have 
cc a little patience : when Winceffeus re- 
" turiis. all will go welT." 

Winceflaus returned : but the honeft 
citizen's wife was (till not fent for. Days, 
weeks, months paffed away : at length tfiQ 
refolv^d to take a ftep, which (he was fur* 
would not only gain her accefs, but b$ 
pteafmg to the emperor^ and obtain for her 
what (he defired. 

One day, in Munfter's abfence, having : 
put o*i her Sunday attire* (he took fronv 
their private jreafmre, which (he had helped 
her hufband to bury,, two hundred crowim • 
of gold, which wer§ at leaft half whaft they 
poffefled. Then refle&ing for a moment, - 
whether it would not be an affront to the 
emperor to» offer him fuch a trifle, a,na 
whether (lie had not better give, him thq 
whole, that (Re plight be certain of ftio 
cef$, (he at; laft added to th$ fum fi$c£ r 
crowns iikore, which'flie had henfejf hQaro» 
ed up y arid &u§ ecjuipgecf, fce fet outfctf" 
court. " ' " t 

The iKKmoirs before us,, relate fcCttth^,' 
manner in which ffie delivered her pre^nt^ 
to thg empf rori »Qr the favour (he fut>pli>* 
gated; With refpecfc to the latter, h<jw^ 
ever, fome^sg may be infeireci frojft th§ 
refufo ofheirviGt: an^as i'Q the for ttiex % ;-, 
ft h fo0£ieml^ known * thst it required' aq 

gteat: 
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great (kill to avoid wounding the delicacy 
of Winceflaus, and prevail on him to re-* 
ceive the price of a favour folicited. 

Ida faw her mother go out, and return. 
Her holiday clothes, her anxious and em- 
barraffed countenance at her departure, and 
her air of triumph when fhe came back, 
ftruck her : but lhe enquired not the rea- 
fon. The remembrance of Herman too 
powerfully engaged her mind, for her to 
take concern in any thing elfe. 

Ci Will yqu never have done weeping ?" 
faid her mother to her one afternoon, as 
they were at work together. " My daugh- 
" ter, my dear daughter, folitude nourifiefc 

* your forrow, and I muft devife fome 
c * means of drawing you from it, if I would 
** not refolve to lofe you for ever/ 5 

" Oh ! permit me ftill to live in foli- 
" tude :" cried Ida, at the fame time wip- 
ing her eyes with one hand, whilft the 
other preffedthat of her mother to her 
heart. " What fociety can I prefer, to the 
* c tranquil repofe I enjoy with the moft in- 
<* dulgent of mothers, to whom I am per- 
c< mitted to tinbdfom my griefs ?" 

" Not tbe company of the; young wo- 
" men,, who are fo ready to ftyle them- 
f 8 .felyes your acquaintance, I grant: but 

* if I could place you in a fphere,' where 
." jqu Voiild be fiirrounded by all that is 
f ' handfome and accomplifhed, and wher^ 
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cc you would notwithstanding bear away 
* 4 the palm; yrould you not be pleafed 
C4 with it, Ida ? There you would not think 
<4 fo often of your Herman; or if you did, 
cc your thoughts would be enlivened by 
cc hope, and the remembrance of him 
" would coft you fewer tears." 

" I defire not, my dear mother, what is 
" impofSble : all my wiihes are confined 
" to being the ornament of your houfe, 
" fince you are pleafed fo to think me." 

" But fuppofe you were deftined to live 
" at court ?" 

44 Thank heaven, I am not/' 

" If the emprefs, for example, were to 
" admit you as one of her maids of ho<- 
44 now* would that be fuch a misfortune ?'* 

" O that incomparable woman !" faid 
Ida, killing the lock of Sophia's hafr, which 
fhe always wore about her neck, iti a purfe 
of gold net-work. " Yes, to ferve her, to 
" fee her every day, to be beloved by her, 
" would indeed be a thing • . • ." 

4t Which you would ardently defire ? 
46 Well, then! congratulateyourfelf ; your 
44 wiffres are accoffiplifhed. To-morrow,, 
" perhaps you will quit this life of -obfcu- 
v rity, which fuits you lefs than you are 
*' aware. You will be fent for to court : 
u you will affociate with the daughters of 
44 the nobleft families in the country : ' and 
" you have nothing to do, but to confider 

44 yourfeif 
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" yourfelf as their equal t and forget i:h^t 
* you have hitherto been regarded as our 
« daughter/' 

" What !" ray dear mother " exclaimed 
I4a^ rifing. hafiity from her feat : cc forget 
u you \ forget my birth ! enter into a rank 
■*" that does not belong to me ! . * *. Surer 
64 ly you with to try mea No : your Ida 
cc is aot fo vain j foe is aot fa unmindful 
** of her duty* Do not draw fiich in r 
** ferences from the words that efcaped 
" me. The emprefs is fer lefs dear to me 
** than you, nor would I exchange yom 
" company for her's." Th^a faying, the 
lovely Ida affectionately threw her arms 
round the neck of the perfon whom jh§ 
foppofed to be her mother;, while the lat- 
ter melted' into tears^ preffed her to ber 
Worn, and, fobbing, declared Kerfelf un*. 
worthy of j&ich tendernefs^ an expreflion 
which afflicted the young maiden, for ftie 
&d not comprehend it fo fully as th$ 
reader .. 



CHAPTER \3Lllk 

THE* (fey fiibfequent to thi* converfa*- 
tfop,.Munfter came Home about noo% 
qp&e oat of breath. Plate, and atmoft dif : 

traced,' 



tracbad, he flung himfelf into a chair, and 
for a while paid no attention to the que£~ 
liana of his wife, who repeatedly afleed-him. 
what was the matter. 

« O Maria!" emd he at laft; « fuch 
44 newa, fuch melancholy news ! you wiH~ 
* indeed bs aftoniihed *:» but will yon be 
" reafouahle enough to hear it,, with ae 
<* mush eompoAife as. I did? I am- juft 
44 come from court The emperor feat 
44 fox me about Ida ; he wifossito take h«r 
44 from us.; he wi&es her to.beoue.Qf the 
4 ' maids of honour to the enlprefc/ , 
44 fe thai th« meUnchoLy ne\ft& ?" 
44 God krawstbe^reafon of this favour, 
" as it is. termed ? But much was {aid ef 
44 Ida's beauty,, and the reputation {&> e » 
44 joys : for my part I have, never had* any, 
" 6pixdon of your reputable maidens. €ai* 
4C it be oa accoumt of her goodq^t«ie§v 
•* that (he is fought after? . . . % Ah* wife* 
4 * wife I of what irreparable folly wejtf 
44 thou guilty, in exhibiting hie* to public 
44 view ther day of All Saints 1" - j . 

4 < And what, I p*ay* would y wprofofe 
^ to yourfelf by keeoing her atway* « 
44 this obfcurity. Is me you* daugjtae»? 
< 4 Do you mean to make hc$ the wife of 
44 fonie homely citizen like ou*fehs*fc Or 
44 muflt * youth of bet o«a rank sOT&e*and 
44 force wx locks- and bolt* t* tafee hec 
" way J Yw4»w fent awaj the worthy 

"Herman, 
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*' Herman, and is it likely you fhould 
ci give a better reception to another? Are 
c< we never to think of reftoring to her 
u that'of which we have, deprived her ?" 

" We, Maria ; we? You well khow who 
** it was that did it. You yourfelf perpe- 
" trated the deed. I would have diffuad- 
** ed you, and I donfented to your wifhes 
" « at laft, only becaufe I muff dtherwife 
" have loft you. You recoiled how you 
u fnatched the infant from my arms, when 
<c I was going to carry her back to the 
€< count. 4 Deliver us up both,* you faid, 
" 'or deliver up neither of us : where fhe 
," f is, I will be : I cannot leave her alone 
" in the hands of the new countefs/ But 
" Ida had a father : he would have been 
** her prote&or. ... 

• * Thefe reproaches however, came too 
** late ; and I acknowledge that the only 
** part that remains for us, is to endeavour 
" to compenfate to her what fhe loft in 
**- being taken from her parents. This is 
€€ a duty we o^e not only to Ida for hav- 
** ing deprived her of the rank to which 
** fhe was born, but alfo to the count, 
• c though, probably, he has not once mif- 
** fed her amongft the children of his nefr 
«« fpoufe." 

44 For my part, I have no other defire 
€i but that count Everard ftiould fome day 
* 4 learn, that the child he foppbfes to be 

' ," loft, 



HERMAN OF UKNA. I ig 

** loft, is ftill alive : but I own, it would 
* c pleafe me, that he fhould not be inform- 
" ed of this, till we have procured her a 
* £ fortune equal to her birth, without his- 
" afliftance, and without difclofing her 
" name. And on this account I cannot 
" but regret, that you countera&ed all" 
" my fchemes with regard to fir Hermair 
, " of Unna. 

" Have you forgotten then the infulr 
• " count Everard received from this famf- 

" ly 1 Old Bernard of Unna, was one of 
\ " * the chief of the knights of St. Martin r 

I "■• never will the count pardon him the* 

( " affair of Wifbaden." 

u But is the confent of count Everarcf 

" neceflary to Ida's happinefs ? Had we, 

" as I advifed, placed her in the rant 

" which is her due, every other difficulty 

" would have vanifhed. Our wealth* 

f " would have compenfated Herman's po- 

j " verty: his bravery would have raifed 

i " him to diftin&ion, and all my wifhesr 

" would have been accomplifhed. But 

<c alas ! you have deftroyed my deareft 

- " hopes ! Herman is gone, and I muft 

" now form new proje&s." 

" New projefts ! Hear mine, 

" Maria. We have long been bewildered 
" in the mazes of error : let- us for once 
" follow the dire& line of truth : it h the 
" eafift, the moft fecure. Let us wait till 

" count 
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** count Everatfd's difpute \^ith the impe*- 
" rial cities be terminated It cannot b«? 

* long. He will then retire to his coun* 
u try feat, and wijl have teiftire . to enjoys 
" with tranquillity* the pkafing furprife 
u I am preparing for him. I will fet off 
** with Ha. I will ca»ry with me all the* 
44 proofs of her birth, twill prefent say-- 
w felf before him, and fay,. c my lord, this 
** is your daughter, S<uclv and fuch rea- 
" fans induced us to take her away front 
" you. We h$ve be$n guilty of a fault : 
u but confider the perfoa, we r^ftore t<a> 

* you. That little infant, feeble and 
w fickly, what would, have be^oftie of her, 
a in the melaiichoiy fituation in which 
** you thai were? We bring her to youy 
*• healthy, ; beautiful* and accomplifhed/ 
" . . • . What think you, Maria ? will not 
u Ida's- appearance enfure our pardon ?" 

* ©u*- pardon indeed ! forwha* in rea- 

* Kty ought to obtain us thanks* Bufc 
** what fignifies difputfag about what hasy 
" or wbkt might have happened, when wo 
** know v*ha£ will in reality take ptece* 
" Ida is g$ing to ii^e at court. U Hfcrw 
" man, though fep&tated fiuaro her, retail 
** bia fidelity, he will find he*r ther*. If 

* he da not, her beauty wilt attra& other 
4< admirers, sad pl^ee her in a rank fui** 

* able ta her defqeat, without our gcv 

" wg 
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" ing to humble ourfelves before count. 
" Everard." 

" Maria, Maria/* cried Munfter, look- 
ing ftedfaftly in her face : " from your 
4< words, a painful gleam of light flaflies 
v €C on my mind. Is is poffible, that you^ 
" can have had any concern in an event- 
" that fo much affli&s me ? Is- it poffible^ 
" youi can have procured* by female arti-r 
** fice T Ida's removal to court/* 

" And fuppofing I have ; what mighty 
w crime would it be ?" 

Thefe words produced farther interro- 
gations - 9 thefe interrogations the opeifc 
avowal of every ftep flie had 4 taken to 
procure the fuccefe. of her project ; ; and 
this avowal, fuch a quarrel, as had never, 
taken place fince their marriage. - It was, 
a long time before Mrs. Munfter could*. 
by he* tears, her prayers, and a true or. 
feigned penitence, make any impreffioa 
on her irritated hu&and: and allfhe ef- 
fected at laft* was the coaverfion. of his, 
rage into bitter reproaches, and remoa-- 
ftrai&ces on the probable effects of her in- 
considerate conauft. 

" I know not," faid he*, " whether you; 
" have been imprudent enough to etfcite 
" any fufpicion concerning the birth of 
" this young woman : but this I. can tell 
" you, that flie never will be regarded as 
" what fhe is, unlefs her father publicly 

44 acknow- 
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44 acknowledge her for hfs daughter. On 
44 the other hand, if fhe appear at. court, 
44 as a firaple citizen's, daughter, neither 
44 her beauty, nor her virtue, will preferve 
'* her from.hatj-ed and' calumny ;. and even 
44 Ihould the cmprefs be defirous of pro- 
4C te&ing her, fhe will always be defpifed ; 
41 till at laft, the jealoufy of her compa- 
44 niqns will drive her frorfi a fituation in 
44 which you have placed her, without 
4C being able to ^maintain her in it. The. 
44 corrupt manners of the court of Wih- 
44 ceflaus will be injurious both to her in- 
44 rrocence, and her reputation. And 
44 know, that your.foUy will receive a fpee- 
44 dy and fevere punifhment : you will not 
44 long enjoy the pleafure of feeing your 
44 idol, or, at leaft, you will not he the im- 
44 mediate fpeftator of what you term her 
44 happinefs. It is currently reported, that 
44 the emperor is about to make a tour 
44 into Weftphalia ; the emprefs is to ac-, 
** company him ; and Ida will certainly ' 
** not remain at Prague ; unlefs fhe (hall, > 
** before- that, have finifiied her brilliant 
" career, and be returned to us vilified 
** and defpifed, which is far from impro- 
« bible/' 



/ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MRS. MUNSTER flied' a torrent of 
tears. Her hufband was in the right : the 
laft part of his yemonftrance was what af- 
fe&ed her moft. To be deprived of the 
pleafure of feeing Ida would indeed be a 
punifhmentl She wifhed to be able to undo 
all flie had taken fuch pains to accomplifb, 
were it only that flie might not be feparat-' 
ed from her whom flie loved more than all 
the world befide. But her regret was ufec 
lefs ; the wifh was too late : that very 
evening the emprefs fent for Ida, and (he 
was informed, that fhe mud quit her fa- 
ther's houfe immediately to refide at 
court. . 

She had always confidered the hints of 
her mother refpe&ing fome future change 
of fituation as a jeft. Her furprife there- 
fore was extreme, when fhe received . an 
orde,r fo little expefted, .the motive of 
which (he could not conceive, and which 
(he knew not whether to regard as a mat- 
ter of joy or offorrow. She felt that fhe 
was not born for the ftation in which fhe 
had hitherto lived ; yet there were things 
in it which fhe could not quit without re- 
gret. She nuift renounce the tranquillity 
to which fhe was fo much attached, a tran- 

f . .• quality 
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quillity fo fuitable to her difpofition, to en- 
counter the hurry and buftk of the great 
world : fhe muft abandon the houfe of her 
parents, to take up her abode amongfl 
ftrangers. Munfter faw her irrefolution, 
and pitied her. Her fuppofed mother pref- 
fedher to her bofom, as Ihe (poke to her of 
Tiappinefs, of fortune;, and a hundred things 
befide, which Ida could not comprehend, 
.as it was not judged proper to give her the 
leaft hint of what concerned her fo nearly. 
Mrs. Munfter, perhaps, would willingly 
"*have difclofed to her, at this moment, all 
.the fecrets of her heart ; but her hufband 
Tiad peremptorily forbidden her ; and in 
that at leaft (he could not refufe obedience, 
after the many fteps (he had taken without 
his permiffion.-*— " The knowledge of her 
** birth," faid he, " will be of no fervice 
*"" to her ; whereas if fhe remain ignorant 
;*< of it, her modefty, her innocence, hei- 
" referve will be more fecure \ a point of 
u< fhe utmbft im,portance in the dangerous 
•<* career fhe is about to enter. I could 
'*' wiih alfo, that fhe may remain perfuaded 
c * flie is foipt for to court, without any fo- 
" licitation having been made for the fa- 
" vour ; it may infpire her with a kind of 
; a pride, that will make her anxious not 
-" to forfeit the good opinion which fhe 
*' fuppofes to have been formed of her. 
" It' may happen too, my dear Maria," 

x faid 
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ifaidfee^foftemiig the afperity of the reflec- 
tion by a gentleiiefe of mariner, <c that at 

* fome future period fee may not think 

* herfelf obliged to you for the impru- 
** dence of having purchafed her fo dan- 
c< gerous&poftj and I imagine, you have 

* ho wifli to fink in the efteem of fo 
** virtuous a chara&er." 

Munffter fpoke like an oracle; and for 
[this time his wife Iiftehed to liis advice. 
The young lady departed, after having re- 
ceived a variety of good leffons, the prin- 
cipal of which confifted in recommending 
to Iter to follow on all occafions the native 
impulfe of her own honeft<and virtuous 
/heart, and in cafes of difficulty to confute 
her parents : for the good old citizen f had 
fome faith in the proverb, which foys, 
'•* he that gees ftraight on will never lofe 
c * his way/' 

Our hiftory does not defcribe the man- 
ner in which Ida was received at court : it 
fays only that the emprefs, for whom ifae 
felt fo great attachment, gave her by no 
means fo flattering a reception as when fee 
faw her, for the firft time, on the day of 
All Saints. 

Though Sophia's refidence'at covftt had 
not been long, yet was it impoffiblfe to per- 
ceive in her the flighteft trace of that inex- 
perienced young princefs, who, when ftep- 
pmg at once from her convent into the 

great 
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great and dazzling world, received impref- 
fions the mod lively from every new ob- 
ject, and was ignorant of the art of con- 
cealing what fee felt, Befides, the prin- 
-cefs of Ratibor had inftUled into her a cer- 
tain refpefit for her own dignity ; which 
•diminifhed the affability fee naturally pof- 
feffed, and gave her at length a lefs engag- 
ing, though a more ftately demeanour. 
No one, however, was more amiable to 
-thofe who pleafed .her. Ida had this good 
fortune formerly ; but the impreflion had 
fince been completely effaced ; and the 
•emprefs beheld nothing in her now, but a 
ftatuary's daughter, who effected to be 
-more handfome, and more attractive, than 
befitted her ftation. Befide, the chara&er 
of Ida had funk on another account in the 
opinion of Sophia. Winceflaus, in his 
ufual manner, had told the emprefs, with 
-an authoritative tone, that it was his defire 
Ida might be admitted into the number of 
•the ladies of her court. Sophia, as fre- 
quently happened, afked the -caufe of this 
.preferment, and the emperor took fpeciai 
.care not to fay : becaufc her mother has 
given me two hundred and fifty crowns of 
gold: but coldly affignedfor reafon his 
.own will, and the young woman's beauty. 
To this declaration Sophia anfwered only 
by her filence j and the governefs of the 

houfe- 
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hpufebold by ct look of difdain, as (he turn- 
ed her face towards the emprefs. 

^ Mull I compliment your majefty, on 
f 6 th$ brilliant aoquifition you have juft 
? made?" faid the princefs of Ratibor to 
Sophia, as foon as they were alone.— -The 
emprefs was filent. — '? Really, -continued 
" thaprincefs, if the daughters of plebeians 
<c are Y to be admitted amongft our young 
" ladies of quality, our court will foon be- 
* c conie an. admirable pattern for others. 
" However, there is no eflfed without a 
" caufe : they fay this Munfter's daughter 
* : is handfome, and Sufanna grows uglier 
" every day : now, a trifling exchange 
" ought of courfe to be allowable in the 
" virtuous chief of the German empire." 

It will be prfcfumed from this fpeech', 
that the governed of the houfehold was 
permitted to talk with great freedom to 
Sophia : in fad, being the* fole confident 
of the unfortunate wife of Winceflaus, (he 
had liberty to fay whatever (he pleafed. 
She. continued, therefore* her malicious 
difcourfe, in terms fo adroitly thofen to. 
irritate the emprefs- s mind, that we need 
not wonder at the reception of Ida. 

The daughter of Munfter was not long 
in perceiving, that fhe muft here learn to 
bear looks to which flie had never been ac- 
cuftomed : but (he endeavoured to per- 
fuade herfelf, that it was the ftyle of the 

Vol. I. v ' * ' - G court: 
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• court ; and. her modeffy led her to afcrfbe 
folcly to.herwantof binhtheHttle affronts 
. -flie received, and from which ftp found her 
companions exempt. This- did not prevent 
her from fometimes alkmg.herfelf, why, if 
flie were not to be treated with greater 
-kindnefe, fretted befen drawn from4ier ori- 
ginal obfcurity . Yet her native candour 
always concluded with making her esxufe 
; the ill-treatment fhe experienced, and en- 
deavour to bear itiwxth patience. 
• Though -no one feemed to .notice^ the 
citizen's daughter, ceverjr eye was fixecf 
upon her. The' men whifpered to one 
; another : " How handfome, how beauti- 
ful fhe is !" while the women fought to 
find defeflts in her who had been intro- 
duced into their circle, in Violation of efta- 
,folifhed ufage. 4 

Amongft ill the ladies of the court r 
however, there was not one who obferved 
her with fo much attention as the princefy 
Of Ratibor. •_ She affiduoufly watched for 
fome favourable circumftance, that might 
fetve to confirm th«)pihion fte had inftil- 
ted into Sophia. >Fruitleft affiduity ! The 
young Munfter, as fire was called in derifr- 
cm, coirdu&ed herfeif in.a maranerfb irre- 
.proachable, that flie had no reafon to -fear 
having the whole univerfe to witneft her 
actions. She executed the duties of her 
;0#ce with, the ftri&dft propriety, fpeift h«r 

feifiire 
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feifere 6tmrs r in l few aparttnent with Kef 
attendant* vifitetf ker parents * on* Abfe'days 
when file was permitted! fb to db, and be- 
haved witfr fo nrach prtrderocfc* when there 
teas a ball or entertainment at' the paface^ 
that the moft' envenomed malignity could 
find no unguarded place agamit which -to 
(Hrcfl: its arrows: To this:- may be added, 
that the emperor paid not the fmalleft at- 
tention to her; which totally overthrew the 
difadVantageousr ideas, whfch the prmcefs 
of Katibor had' wiffied Sophia to conceive 
of her. Winceffaus, as we have feen, was 
no woman-hater : but the line of beauty 
that xaptivactedhim was nor of that digni- 
fied fpecies that adbrned the young Mun- 
l!er. The eharmsr of Sufanna were the 
model moit fuited to his tafffe. 

The governed of the hotrfeftold, finding 
heffelf baffled in her attempts, to lay hold 
of the coirduft'of our yo\mg-damfel; was : 
' compelled to be fitenh Sophia, therefore, 
heard: no longer any* thing fjroken to her 
prejudice; and, feeing' her daHy adorned 
with every grace, file mt her affe&lctofof 
her imperceptibly revive. , Ida was- infii. 
nitely fuperior to the reflr of the makfe of 
honour, whom" her modefty would not fttft 
fer Her to ftyle her companion* ; yet^ who 
appeared by her fide; in fpite of their 
haughty and contempttrcrufr carriages flo 
better than her fervants. Thefe young 
G 2 h&e% 
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ladies. took infinite pains to outvie each, 
other, and. to catch a palling, look or a 
fmile from .their princefs, a circumftance 
which contributed not a little to place 
them in an unfavourable point of view, 
when compared withihe artlels fimplicity 
of the charming Munften 

At firfl it was much for,the daughter of" 
a plebeian not to be treated with difdain 
by her miiirefs ; but on the coiUxary,'to be 
viewed with fome degree of complacency. 
And now,notbing was wanting but fome 
lucky incident to change this difpofitiori 
into kindjiefs. 

One day Sophia's time hung heavily on 
her hands ; !( a circumftance, it may be pre- 
fumed, which frequently. happens to great 
princeffes. We are not informed how fhe 
fpent thole moments , in which, flie expe- 
rienced not this diftreffing fenfarion ; but 
on the day of which -we are fpeaking, all 
the ordinary fubjedts of conversation had 
jDeen exhaufted. .There was nothing ,new 
to fay on the fubjeft of Sufanna^ for the 
emperor, -hoping that, his wife would foon 
jnake him a father, had confented to re- 
move his miftrefs for a tipxe,- ,by fending 
Jber to Conradfbourg : and no on.e durlt 
,venture.to give the emprefs any frefh caufe 
,4)f difcontent, before the tottering throne 
#f Winceflajus *was eftablilhed by. an heir. 
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Oh tfie evening of this day, the emprefs^ 
not knowing how to difpel the wearifome- 
nefs fhe felt, bethought herfelf of afTem.-* 
bling all the ladies of the court, and pro- 
pofing a prize for her who could invent 
any means of making the time feera leTs^ 
tedious. • " 

Inftantly every body was in motion, AH 
were defirous of giving proof of their abi- 
lity. Singers, dancers, arid ftory-tellers, 
prefented themfelves : but; vain all their 
efforts ! either they performed their parts 
ill, or the demon of languor, that tor-~ 
mented Sophia, was fp ftubborn, that* he 
appeared determined not to be vajrrquiflied. * 
46 Ah, ceafe^ ceafe! >r cried Sophia : " what 
c< iinmufical founds! what barbarous fteps! 
• ** what drowfy homilies! how unfortunate 
* 4 I am, to have nothing but fuch untoward - 
** creatures about me!", • •■ . 

*> Let not your majefty defpair :" faid 
the malicious princefs of RatiboT : " have 
" we not young Munfter ? Look where fhe 
" ftands, as idle and unconcerned as if 
" flie had nothing to do with the frrvice - 
** of the emprefs : yet, no doubt, flie is 
" capable of eclipfing, by her talents, all 
" the joung ladies of the court. Come 
" forward, mifs :" continued flie, in a 
tone of difdain : "Speak; what talents 
" have you with Tfrhich to amufe the em- 
" prefs? You are not to fuppofe, that a 
03- " place 
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" place .like your's U to he filled by a per- 
w Jba that is good for nothing." 

Unqueftiocably the de%n of the. artful 
Ratibor wa$ fo to abafh the innocent Ida* 
hy this unexpected invitation, delivered too 
iufuch a ftyle, that it would.be impoffible 
for her to difplay any talents (he might-pol*- 
fefs. But her expectations were baulked* 
— " I play on ihe harp r" anfwered Id^ 
. bowing, "amd J would, long iince have 
" gone for my instrument, if I had dared 
".to touch its firings before perfons fo 
" much belter (killed, or if I could have 
"hoped " 

" O, for Heaven's fake, Jfetch it, child/' 
exclaimed Sophia, interrupting her : " X 
" doat on the ha^p '!" Ida withdrew, and 
the princejfe^of Ratibox feized xhat oppor- 
* unity to. acquaint the emprels, chat {He was 
juft going to take tar, daughter .from .the 
cofi vent, and She -had been allured .that . {he 
jpJayed in a very fupexior ftyle on the harp. 

Ida rfoon ^mtesced widi iter instrument* 
placed hexielf oppoiite Sqphia* played a 
ihort prelude, Jthat announced a confuro- 
•mate miftrefe intheart v ajid then btfiao,.^. 
♦Pod xif harmony* didft thou infpire her ' 
Mith the lkoqg^vt?,. ,. * That .very fcng* 
>vh r -ch..made.fo profound animpteifion on 
.the <mprefis the day*of,her jsuiptiak. 

Sophia fcarcdy breathed. Her eyes ssere 
jfix&d on the <enchaoting nxu6ci^n f who, 

ftanding 
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{landing before her, feemed to behold no* 
thing but the firings of the harp, unleft 
when occafionally her fine eyes were turned ' 
on. the emprefs to give more expreffion to- 
her words. Young Munfter had finished 
her fong, arid Sophia yet gazed* on her 
with rapture, as if fce ftill heard the me- 
lodious notes, when, approaching her mif- 
trefs, and dropping on one knee, fhe took> 
from her head her coronet of flowers, and 
liiid it at the emprefs's feet,, conformably . 
to the words of the fong. 

" Divine, enchanting girl !" cried So* 
phia, at the lame time throwing her arm 
round the neck of Ida, and embracing her: 
- <fc -what fenfotians have you;awakeaed inmy 
* c breaft! . > ... /Rife, my child/* continued 
*fce, after a moment's filence^, and perceiv- 
ing the ,fcrutirazing eyes of the pfincefe 
•^f R$t£hof fixed on her : " rife, you have 
4>l#yed and fung excellently." The look 
and voice of the emprefs in pronouncing 
thefe words, did not exprefe the fame affec- ■• 
tion with which' (he embraced her. Ida, 
however, took courage to kifs her hand 
which fhe ?held out to her, and then with-* 
drew to a diftant part of the room. 

Had youfirg Munfter poffefled the pro- 
found eft knowledge of the human heart, 
ihe could mt have fele&ed any thing better 
calculated to gain that. of the emprefs, than 
th^ pfece which ihe fang. The fenfations 
G 4 ^ of 
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of Sophia on her wedding-day, when the 
young women made their appearance, muft 
have been extremely delicious, for the 
bare remembrance of it to be capable of 
giving her fo much pleafure. But this is 
by no means extraordinary. Who is there, 
that has not imagined, when fome paft 
event of his life has been recalled to his 
memory by certain founds, or appearances, 
that he has felt anew what he felt before ; 
and, if the fenfation be pleafurable, the 
perfon who recaHs it excites irrefiftibly our 
affe&ion. 

Sophia had rifen from her feat, and was 
wiping the tears fron> her eyes at a window. , 
The young ladies examined, with envious 
looks, the too interefting Ida, who refted 
tranquilly on her harp. The miftrefs of 
the robes then remarked, that it was late ; 
and her majefty having need of repofe, that 
' the ladies might withdraw* Sophia gave a 
nod of approbation, and they retired. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE princefs of Ratibor would un- 
doubtedly have been pleafed if our young 
mu5cian had been overcome with the ho- 
" nour of pJaying before an emprefs, as hath 
happene* to many a mufical performer at 

other 
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other courts, and had been obliged to with- 
draw before fhe had touched a firing of th$ 
inftrument: but either it was more eafy to 
play on the harp before the emprefs of Bo- 
hemia, than before any other potentate, or 
Ida was too fecure of her abilities, and too 
much accuftomedlo the prefence of a fo- 
vereign to be in danger of fainting. Thus • 
.fhe left the imperial apartment. with her 
ufual tranquillity^ ' 

44 What a tirefome frigid creature that 
"-girl is 1" faid the princefs of Ratibor, 
when; Ihe found herfelf alone with the en^- 
44 prefer any one elfe would have been ia- 
44 toxicated with fo many marks, ofkind- 
44 nefs;Jbutfhe. . ." , / 

44 I obferved her eyes filled with; tears/* * 
44 O yes ; fhe can weep ! . . ," 
44 I beg Ratibor,'' faid Sophia coldly, 
. and interrupting her : " that you will not- 
44 thu6 ftrive to embitter every thing thaU 
44 gives toe pleafutfii" . 

A declaration like this would; haye been 5 
. fufficient of itfelf to.exafpcral»tothehlgh-- 
1 eft pitch the malice of Idars enemy ; but a \ 
' circumftance happened the next day whioh- 
. was ftill more provoking* .... 

Ida had been called into Sophia's chaxft- 
ber.r— 44 Dear Mwiftir," faid the^mprefs 
• to her:. " you made me 'ytffterdav pafi'a ; 
. 44 delicious hour» . While I- iiftkaea to you 
: 44 i forgot ev'fcry thitig: eUe*> e*entHpriie 
G5 " Ihad_ 
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***I iiad pratnifed j a prize "which you 
*** gained with the utmqft facility, and 
'** which 1 flail ow« you. Receive, thea, 
** this riband, which attaches you move 
** particularly to my ienrfce ;:** adding,, 
with a finite, " for you Ibqow, I meaft *n»t 
-** offer ywi jewels, you ha#e afeeafly ue- 
>•« fofedthem." 

This prefent was afotue'veket riband, 
which was worn acfofs the body fnotn 
right to left, ftiftened*on the Aouider with 
a large filk bo, and only given to young 
J^dfe6 of theArft diftin^ion at coert, Ida 
^teoevved rton her knees, imdthepriucefs 
fef Jlatibor was jondesed to decorate her 
witk it, 

Young Mtmfter's aftoniflnnent was ex- 
treme : fuch esccefiive kindnefc rendered 
tier fpcecfctels : yet we may venture to af- 
jfirm th*t, fhe was far from feeing all it's 
poffible consequences as clearly as theprin- 
cefs of Ratibor. She was of that happy 
t&ge when the difference does not appear 
great between a riband df honour, a fim- 
jAt knot far the hair, or a rofe freflr ga- 
tthered., a$ they all ferve equally far orna- 
ment. The pretent of -Sophia, however, 
-tore a iuperior value in the eyes of Ida, 
becaufe^of ihe hand that 'beftowed it; asnd 
ihe exprefifed the warmed gratitude. The 
priaeds *srf Ratibor looked, on this occa- 
ion* much as did the Petfian -courtier of 

old, 
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i«d&,>whe& .obliged to Mmd on &e<&ge 
Hieh^w, Jflidippoclaha hkia tbemum'jrihcm 
rijbe ikiag ideHghteth <to hpnour : at laft, 
, however, her difdainful countenance af- 
jfiuned a jsei*»» mttti^ious &wl^ampoflible 
4P l»w been deciphered fcy a girl Xo inan- 
<iae©t and une^ri^eed^ag Ma. Having 
4haakcd {tke emprefe* Ida made a graceful - 
-^beifeiicc^tothe prinoefs.t)f Ratibw^wiho 
feigned to :hosi>ur>faer whh an enthsaoe. 

" Tibat Mwfter," faid the rprincefc *>f 
Ratiber to Serbia* Jhfe inftaat Ida .depart- 
ed,. " is a charming creatine, it {mull be 
** jmrnA ; what ,3. ;pky that fee is *he 
■** (darter of a pteheiaa ?" 

Thesyes ef all 'the maids of honour 
u % *we»e mvfov&y -feced ;an Ida's blue ;riband. 
if With jregw* rthey Jaw her war a<badge <rf 

: iwomr granted only to three or four of 

<ghem» But this the youag &rourite did 
not cpmce«fer. fixe aacdfted them with .her 
tjfual aflkbilky, without appearing in the 
.fteaft vain pf the diftin&oa iflxe had are-' 
jeeivfld ; and esapetUd with impatience the 
♦evening, when flie <w>uld have pemriffion 
to vifit bar (parents. She longed to ftow 
v herfeif to them with Jber new decoration,, 

£tre that Ifasr rootiher at Aeaft wonld be de- - 
-lighted* 

She coj^eftwed rightly : <her mother 

alone was Tejoiced. Munfter looked at 

iter mt1% a atrattbled and jpenfiv* coiiate* 

. . nance 
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nance, and renewed his exHortattens to Her 
. to be always watchful over herfeif, and 
.faithful to the engagements into 4rhfch 
(he had entered. 

From the day that Ida received this firfl: 
-mark of her Sovereign's favour, fbe ap- 
.peared to be every mo men* created with 
more efteetn. She was , called more fre- 
quently than her eompajiions into the pre- 
fence of Sophia, who liked better to be 
waited on by her than by any one fclfe* 
.Not ah evening paffed without her being 
obliged to repair with her harp to the 
empte&'s clofet, and exef cife< her taknta 
to amufe her miftrefs. .; Was ihe mdte 
happy do this account ? She endeavoUred 
at leaft to perfuade herfetf fq, becaufe flie 
perceived herfelf neceffary to the happinefs 
of another : but at bottom, in conference 
of the continual reftraint in which £be 
lived, (he regretted thofe tranquil moments 
ihe before enjoyed in her own apartment* 
the many delightful evenings fbefpent with 
her parents, and the tisnewhen (he had 
ieifure to trace in imagination fome paft 
events of her life. Thefe innocent plea- 
fures became daily more rare* 
- * The favour fhe enjoyed with the ' em- 
preis, whom (he now fcarcely ever quit- 
ted, prevented her not from experiencing 
a thoufand littledifagreeablecircutnftances. 
Sophia was not always cheerful y and did 

not 
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not always, when fte (poke to her, edit 
- her he* dear Munfteiv - 

Ida perceived herfelf inceflantly the butt - 
of the envenomed (hafts' of calumny. At 
one time it was faid, that {he had been 
feen in places, in which it became Hot the 
emprefs^s maids of honour to appear ^ at 
another, th# {he had laughed at church: 
now {he was accufed of having fpoken dif- 
re^edfully of fome lady at court ; then, 
of having talked too freely with- fonie 
yoting nobleman at a ball. But the inno- 
cence of her, of whom thefe tales were 
told tof Sophia, fo completely deftroyed 
their eflfeft, th^t (he was ieldom influ- 
enced by them more* than & few • minutes ; 
and h^Pi attafchniemt for yobhg Munftdr 
generally increafed after thefe tranfient 
clouds of difpieaTure. During their con- 
tinuance the goverrtefs of the houfehokl 
was feed to fmile more gracioufly on Sophia 
•than ever; ;....- 

j The princefs of Ratibor had hoped, that 
Ida would experience the common fate of 
< thofe who breathe the air of courts; name- 
ly, that her credit would fink as fpeedily.as 
it had been raifed, and by means as fimple. 
Finding herfelf ifciftaken, fhe reckoned on 
another expedient, which (he deemed im- 
« fallibku This confifted in the introduc- 
tion of a new per{bn-at court.. Novelty 
had fo many attra&ions that it A makes us 
. / . ■ eafily 
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cafily foqjet mhtt *!e»fc#fee le«g had m 
pofleffion, and Ida. bad fflpwbeeft th«ia- 
wuritje of Staph** for ffeeaf ly* *a®ath. 

The yeang Imago daughter «f tbe pSa- 
«g& of JjLatibor *was tthe egpedfed &twg&. 
^he had baen *$dj*eated m A-canvcftt; 
wo*gta$ **ere reputjed^tofcr; and her too 
e*eduk>uf ©other i let A\$ tn*> ^opportunity 
irf iaunding -her ,-pwfe, '&ad,repea*i*g 
what was wattast of her by the shim* 
She tuiamphfed before hand at the idea #1 
portly feeing th& d^efkdJVtoufkreel^Dd 
i>y her daughter Jfometitnes, indeed, a 
'.mAoiyrovei -a.giri ^f fo.fitfe>knf*r(tttte 
i&emed to her too trifling, atfiAeendea- 
, soared to find fame means of Staining 
TOoredSgaal &tfe&&ie* fortbeiftfironu&e 
J^occafiQ»ed ; ber^ > -i 

Imago appeared; . sand* as the impreffim* 

Jbe made on her mother was jwt very «e»- 

;traordmary, it is eafy to guefs-what e&ft 

Are produced on other Jefs interested ipec- 

i&prs. She was prefented, and very well 

#ece*ved. immediately >was given tar, ion 

.recount of <her rank^ the bhieribarid,^bich 

Ida obtained only as a rggompeofe for her 

.ifezwices ; and thongh *he had <ex£e£ted 

j wore particular marks .©fifavojtir, ftte.was 

-tibKgpd to be contented with, what rfbe 

.*$cemed, and was left -at full liberty to 

goin her .new compankms, without once 

l^grimi«ired .after idling the jr eft *f jthe 

evening. 



's&reumg. Xheneact tfay, towerer, there 
was much talk at court of the yoang-prifi- 
csfc of Ratibor. :She was faid to be tend- 
fespe, aad it was added, tJiat fee appeared 
<o be- of an amiable difpofitkwu Her good 
qualities we*e So much infilled en, and 
iier praifes repeated with fwrlfoftematHni, 
that, inftead of perfuading people tf tor 
merit, it only excited doubt: and rf ocou 
tfrqtfence tfeejcheme producechno effeft»> 

The prinodfe jof Ratibor had thus tribe 
iiH>rMficatkm<to find te 
abortive ; and <he foon Wft all defacof 
leaving imago in the Service of :f he tern- 
•piefc, where fhe 1iad 'the terrible aitfar* 
twietoefide of hervireg fora .companion the 
-daughter of a citizen. Her mother then 
thought of marry k)g her. Imagowasiiot 
ugly ; her parents cotHd give her a ccarfi- 
derable fortune ; and Ratipor hoped, that,, 
with the 'tfffiftance of fome artful coadju- 
tors, (he might effeft her marriage wkit 
a young kalian prince, who wa* eacpedfaad 
at'court. Meanwhile, that *h* time raigfat 
♦not be thrown away, Ihe fet herfelf to ex- 
amine the, talents ctf imago, in order ta 
judge whether they were Superior to her 
beauty. She found, that they might fisf- 
' fiee, perhaps, to feine in a convent; bat 
that in the world fhey would fee eftdmatffd 
at a ^17 4ow rate. Of «he thkigs &e had 
-acquired fome were necsffany »to be rou- 
te arned; 
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• learnpd ; others; fo be of any valu6, had 
great need of improvement;; and fee 
. wanted many of thofe .agreeable talents 
-which cannot be difpenfed with in good 
company ; fo that her education was a&n~ 
ally to begin again. Thu^torbe able to 
figure without .difgrace, in a circle of any 
poliianeft, ^w P^ or young creature #as 
obliged to betake Jierfelf an£w to her ftu- 
dies, which fhe imagined fee had relin- 
quiihed for ever; Her gaiety, which per* 
haps would have rendered her amiable, 
was deftroyed by this ©onftraint : at home 
-file was fretful and paffionate ; at court 
ftecwas ahfent ; and in a little time jea- 
loufy v uniting with her ufelefs endeavours 
to. acquire perfe&ion* rendered her, who 
might have been agreeable had (he not at- 
tempted to go beyond her fphere, the moft 
infupportable being in the world. 
, The princefs of Ratibor obferved this 
with regret : fhe trembled when any one 
looked at, or conyerfed with her daughter, , 
and feduloufly avoided every occafion ©f 
recalling to mind the talents of Imago, of 
which (he had formerly boafted. One day, 
however, Abort ly after Imago's appearance 
at court, the convention turned on mu-. 
. fie, and particularly && the harp. Sophia 
. th6n recollecting; that the (kill of Imago x 
on that -infix undent had once been brought 
- watocomp arifoii with the exquifite perfor* 

maoce 
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niance of Ida, defired a fpecimen of her 
talents. The young muficians were oblig- 
ed to play in competition ; and the com- 
parifon was fo much to the difadvantage 
of Imago, that the mother was vexed at 
her former gafconade, and could. only of- 

(fer in excufe, that fo infignificant an ac- 
comptifhment was unworthy the ftudy of 
; a princefs, and fuited only a perfon who 

f perhaps intended to make it her profeffion. 

Ida was extremely mortified, not only 
at the fuggeftion that fhe defigned to em* 
brace the occupation of a mufician, an oc* 
cupation held in thofe days in difrepute ; 
but alfo at having been the unwilling in- 
ftrument of bumbling a young perfon by 
whom fhe had never been offended. On 
feeing the young Munfter with her eyes 
call on the ground one might have fup- 
pofed that fhe was the vanquilhed party: 
nor was it poffibie for her to enjoy with 
: - cordiality ihe^applaufes fhe received. This 

incident ted her to feek lefs than ever to 
exhibit her talents ; and as Imago did not 
provoke her to it, they lived, on.good terms 
together^ 

After the various artifices which the - 
princefs of Ratibor had employed to crufh 
the young Murifter, it ; was reafonable to 
' prefume, from her known difpdfition, that 
-fhe had conceived agamft Ma the moft in- 
veterate hatred :• but the tqvei»fe \ appeared 
; * in 
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in her caa*h*ft. .Sfee.feemed £ntfrety ffer 
veted to her, ^engaged her daughter i^ * 
converfajtion with mx, fijwited her forne* 
times to dinner at her fooufe, and #t length 5 , 
requefted her to give Imago ( fome teffon* 
cm the harp : a requeft with which fee 
complied as readily, a* flie refufed with 
firmafifs a' very handfome prefeat offered 
her an that aceount* 

Thus Ida fpen^as* nroch of her titae at: , 
Itatibor honie, as her doty at court would 
permit. She exetied herfelf to-* improve 
the ialents of rlms^jo, endeavoured foiaa- 
tiraes to xoisrafi: her temper, and fought 
to iufpite her with jfentiments Suitable *p 
her .rank. BHtvearery block df martaie i»- 
not calculated for the ftaUre of a god 
Imago remawiedas :ihe was, and gave Ida 
to underhand that flie had mucb rather fee: 
her. as a friend, than as an raftrHtftiefe. 

A xdofe intimacy wastfaon for-mad be- 
tween .the two yoiang women. 'fthebe mere 
anomaits when the. diffiresce of their *aak 
iwas "entirely forgotten r .they walked, they 
*pfayed, -they ba&^tajgether, anfl it faro* 
times happened, that they flept mrfxe&flW 
i>ed. Mrs, Munlter nroas delighted with 
csl comicxiok fo honooMsahle, ^rbea Sdft 
mentioned kin one of her vHits tether 
3pai exits ^ but her iui&aad fhookiu* head, 
and rocited the fafeie of ihe earthen vd&l 
i^*fo:fanfepet^ vdach he had kanwd 

of 
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of a monk-— <c Familiarities of this kind," 
faid he, " have fome .concealed motive. 
** We are led irigenuoufly to difekfe t>ur 
** thoughts, and have afterwards fire- 
" quently reafon to repent it. I am much 
" miftaken, if the princefs have not already 
" made fome attempt to learn your little 
" iecrets." 

ci Secrets, my dear father!" .faid Jda, 
laughing : " I have none." 

Munfter held up his finger, and named 
^Herman. 

tf It is true," replied Ida, wkh ablufli*. 
" Imago has fometimes bantered me oa 
* 6 that name j and I muft certainly have 
cc uttered it in a dream, for awake it has 
" never efcaped -my lips."- 

" I would not have- you mention it 
** either fleeping or waking,** faid Mun- 
fter,, who could not help fmiling at the 
fimplicity of her arifwer. 

" 1 remember, however,** faid Ida, " a 
" trick which the princefs played. me, and 
u with which I was not at all ,plealed. 
" Tou know the prefent wbteh the «em» 
M grefsr made me of a lock of her hair. 
" Since I have ^efided at court, 1 have 
" avoided wearing it publicly, as fuch an 
" ornament would have occ^fioned toa 
" much talk: but I efteem t^tt early 
" pledge of my fovereign's favour a thou- ' 
" land times more than the mofc coftly 

" jeweb* 
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" jewels, and it is never out of my bofbm, 

* except .when I bathe. On one of thefe 
" occafions, the princefs took it from. me 
" fecretly : I mifled it : a -little quarrel 
" arofe between us : fhe would not con- 
" fefs the theft : at laft I perceived the 
" gold net-work hanging from her neck, 
" and I pulled it out of her bofom. Still 
" fhe would not let it go, .but held it in 

* play, till I had related the manner of 
" my obtaining it. She feemed to me to 
" have been already informed of this event 
" by her mother, who,^ as I remembered 
" was prefentj and fhe was particularly 
iC preffing to know what I intended to dp 
" with fuch.a Angular ornament. Upon. 
" this I laughed, and turned the matter 
" intoajeft. I beli^ve^ anfwered'I, th^t 
" as long as I fhall wear a part of the en}- 
cc prefs next my heart,. fhe wilL always-* 
4 * continue to love me.. 

** A very extraordinary. anfwer r * , > re- 
plied Munfter, fhakihg Jiis head. "Be 
" prudent my child, and # avoid too great 
** familiarity with perfona who, I have no 
" doubt,, mean you il£'" 
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♦CHAPTER xvl. 

THE prince, whom the mother of 
Imago had in view for her daughter, at 
length arrived at Prague. He was a weal- 
thy lord, of great expectations, of the 
houfe of Vifconti. Many fteps had already 
v been taken : he had been told of Imago's 
beauty, with the ufual exaggerations/; but 
in all probability he made a deeper impref- 
fion upon her, than (he upon him, for he 
faw her by the fide of Ida. Who indeed, 
in prefence-of the latter ^ could have any 
hopes of making a conqueft ? and particu- 
larly the princefs of Ratibor, who was in- 
ferior to the generality of young women 
who had any pretenfiohs to beauty. Ac- 
cordingly the eyes of the prince were turn- 
ed inceffantly towards Ida. In vain was 
he afliduoufly informed of her want of 
birth. In fpite of this, circumftance his 
intended could with difficulty obtain from 
him a few carelefs glances, while he gaz- 
jed on young M.unfter with fuch rapture, 
that fhe was difconcerted, and obliged to 
retire. - 

From that moment ihe was no longer in- 
cited to Ratibor houfe j and Imago feem- 
led not to know her former friend, when 
flie met her at court. The prince repeat- 
ed 



j 



. 2+8 HERMAN OF mtftA. 

ed his vifits, but without finding her whom 
he fought; M length he faw her at court, 
:and was as little cautious to conceal the 
MknixShmi fhe had made oa-him, : as the 
ffcft. tntte~foe beheld hen To no purpofa 
wa» he. again told,, that this extraordinary 
girl WEs.no more than Ida, Munfter : the 
name did not appear to operate on him 
> &e effaft^hat wag- expe&ed* He continu- 
4d lo adaancnre her^and,' fought opportunities 
of fpeaking^o, her. la this however he 
faccseded not Ida carefully- avoided him, 
for fixe had remarked the paffion with 
witich ftie had inspired him, and was re- 
fobbed not to liften to the propofals of a 
prince, to the injury of her friend, and the 
disparagement of Herman* The young 
kalian- remained no. longer at Prague than 
WBLnoceflary to convince him* that he had, 
nothing tor hope, from, her whom he loved. 
Aft his departure he negle&ed even taking 
faave of the: priacefe of Ratibor ; and he 
thought ^aot far a moaient during his re- 
fidenceai. the court of Winceflaus, of the 
ftattour intended him* by marrying him 
:these. 

Thus the fimple Imago, and her haughty 
toother, once; more faw their hopes drfop- 
jpniitted. They had^arried matters fo far, 
A* already to. have received the congratu- 
ittracts otdaieco«irt on the projecteAmatch, 

,which 
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tfiikfia&giAegi^ i 

tog it btofeen ofl£ 

All the €fi%ra« cf this fiufture 
thrown on the innocent Ida, who was mo 
etherwife to blame, f han in poflfefing more 
beauty than Imago, and the majority of 
iter companions. R^bw and her (faugh* 
ler could now fcarcely conceal the rag* 
with which they were inflamed.; and Ida 
would have beet* terrified to death* could 
fufpieion have entered inw her hear?, pure 
s&d exempt as it was from treachery. 

They, whom flie fuppofed to be her pou- 
f eatfe, felt vefry differently on this fubjeft. 
Both were perfiiaded, that it would be in* 
prudent to inftil fear into her mind; bat 
hey perilous fttuation was often the faiv 
je& of their difcourfe till midnight, and 
*feey each feparately took in fecret, the ftepi 
f hey conceived moft proper to fecure the lift 
jfiid honow of her who was fo dear to them; 

Mrs* Munfter was maieh more alarmed 
en this occafion than her hufband. She 
had .a very bad opinion of the prince of 
llatibof; arid a\l ht$ iHirifcrious faoufe; and 
fee related a hundred inftant^s^ one more 
terrible than another, in order to fhew& 
tfcat they wfotf had the misfortune to dif- 
$4eafe any of the family, £teqnmtbf difep- 
jteared on a fudden, without any perfon 
knowing what became of tftercu Might 
not the unfortunate Ida experience the 

fame 
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fame fate ? And, in a danger fo eminent, 
What could remove the apprehenfions of 
anurfe, who had for her the fentiments of 
the tendereft mother ? • 
' Probably many -of the ftories which fo 
'much difquieted Mrs. Munfter, were of 
the nature of fairy tales, which were firm- 
ly believed in. the days ©f which we are 
writing. But alas ! /the terrible phantojfcs 
bfahe imagination havie, over weak mincjs,' 
as much fway as realities; with this ad- 
vantage oh their fide, that the means, com- 
monly chofen.to combaj.them, are calcu- 
lated rather to augment than diminifh the 
terror they occafion. The anxiety of 
Munfter and his wife, was increafed by a 
report that had prevailed, and which was 
fliortly confirmed from the mouth 6f Ida, 
that the emperor's journey into Weftpha- 
lia, which had been long talked of, was 
foon to take place, and confequently Ida, s 
if fhe followed the court, would be expof- 
ed' inceffantly, and without refource, to 
the. malice or her enemy. 

The firft' thought of Munfter, when he 
heard. this news, was to take home his 
fuppofed daughter. To this, his wife 
heartily confented; and Ida, who "had 
.never any other will, than the will of thofe 
whom fhe believed to be her parents, made - 
no oppofition* 
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It was propofed to the emprefs ; but 
the emprefs was now fo ftrongly attached 
to her charming attendant, that it was im- 
pofSble to think of a reparation ; and the 
requeft of Munfter, which he made in per- 
fon, was flatly refufed. ..." I thank you, 
" good old gentleman, for having left me 
* iC your daughter fo long :" faid Sophia, 
with, her wonted affability : " but if you 
" take her from me now, I (hall fcarcely 
" be obliged to you for the paft ; fince the 
" time draws nigh, when her affe&ionate 
c< cares and charming vivacity will be in- 
" difpenfable ; when I fhall doubly want 
" her enchanting converfation, and her 
" {kill on the harp, to drive from me the 
4C genius of melancholy. Befides, you 
" will^ deprive her of the honour offing- 
<c ing to your future prince, the firft fong 
" he will hear in his cradle." 

This was attacking old Munfter on his 
weak fide. ^ He found, that it was in vain 
to think of 'Ida's return ; and, as nothing 
could remove his uneafinefs, if he did not 
hear of her every day, 'he formed arefo- 
lution, of which we fhall hereafter have 
occafioh to fpeak, while his wife fecretly 
took another. In faft, fhe employed the 
two hundred gold crowns, the remains of 
their buried^treafure, in the execution of 
a fcheme (he had formed, and fhe delay- 

Vol. I. II ed 
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ed not taking the neceffary fteps with her 
ufual precipitancy. 

The day fixed for the emperor's depar- . 
ture arrived : but certain events happen- 
ed, unconne&ed 1 with our hiftory, that 
obliged him to remain fome time longer 
at Prague, and to let the emprefs depart 
without him *. 

. The perfons who were to accompany 
the emprefs* were affembled in the audi- 
ence chamber to take leave, when a cir- 
cumftance occurred, that furprifed every 
one, not excepting her* whom it immedi- 
ately concerned, Winceflaus had already 
fpoken to the perfons of moft importance 
in the fuit of the emprefs, and thofe of lefs 
iconfequence were, according to cuftom, 
to receive only a general mark of notice, • 
When Ida, who was at that time amongft 
the crowd, was ordered to be called to 
him. 

" Ar$ you Ida M^unfter ?*• afked he. 

Being ahfwered in the affirmative, a pri- 
vate fecretary, on a motion from the em- 
peror, put into her hands a large parch* 
ment pat.eftt, from which- hung the impe- 
rial feal. Ida blufhed, and appeared dif- 
concerted. 

"* The motives of this journey feem to be in ger 
ncral very obfcure ; nor can we find any fatisfadlory 
4 account of it in. .contemporary hiftorians. 

' "It 
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44 It is impoflible," faid Winceftaus, 
44 that the favour I grant you, fhould ap- 
44 pear more extraordinary to you, than 
44 it does to myfelf : but one of my fub- 
44 jefts has thought fit to folicit it, 'and I 
44 love them too well, to refufe to the 
44 humbleft of them, any thing that is 
44 pra&icable. Go : and be allured of 
44 my prote&ion." 

Ida retired with amazement. Every 
body crowded round her, eager to know 
the contents of this myfterious patent : but 
fee ran with it to the emprefs, who gave 
it to a chamberlain to read, which he-did, 
to the whole aflTembled court. The fol- 
lowing were its contents : 

44 We, Winceflaus, &c. take thee, Ida 
44 Munfter, under our imperial protec- 
44 tion ; and hereby declare all thole re- 
* 4 fponfible for thy life and honour, on 
44 whom lhall fall the leaft fufpiciorvof 
44 having attempted'them. Moreover we 
44 grant thee the privilege of not being 
44 condemned td death, but by ourfelt in 
44 perfon, and of not being arraigned for 
44 any mifdemeanor, except < before our 
" own immediate tribunal, or thofe de- 
44 puted to hold our place in the criminal 
44 court, &c." - 

Who does not perceive, in this proceed- 
ing, the affectionate precaution of Mrs. 
Munfter? fhelhas defirous of omitting 
H 2 t nothings 
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nothing for the fecurity of her Ida, and 
in confequence refolved to purchafe . her 
.the immediate protection of the emperor. 
Winceflaus, always, ready to grant what 
was afked him in fo becoming a manner, 
hadtlire&ed, half-drunk perhaps, the im- 
mediate execution of this patent, which 
could not but appear myflerious to all the 
world, and which proved more detrimen- 
tal than ufeful to her, for whom it was 
obtained. ' " 

The perfons who were prefent at its 
recital, beheld young Munfter with- looks 
of aftonifhment and contempt : and it was 
unanimpufly agreed, that there muft be 
fomething extraordinary in her fituation, 
for fuch precaution to be neceffary. In 
the common courfe of things, innocence, 
it was faid, needed no protestor but itfelf : 
nor did it appear that any injurious fufpi- 
cions had been entertained of Ida, or affy 
intention of profecuting her in any court. 

Young Munfter was not the laft to feel 
that this Angular prote&ion had a very 
unfavourable appearance. Without re- 
garding therefore, what fhe heard whif- 
pered on all fides, fhe approached the em- 
prefs, and alked her permiffion, humbly 
to return the monarch the patent he. had 
granted her. " I afk no other fecurity," 
added fhe, " than that which every one 
" has a right to expeft under an equita- 

« ble 
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** ble- prince: I defire no favours, but 
cc what I Ihall be found to met it from the 
* c goodnefs of my miftrefs." 

" No, no/' cried Sophia, who faw the 
affair in a very different light, from the 
reft of thofe who were prefent : " No, 
" my child, I will keep this inftrument 
" for you : and, if it ferve for nothing 
c< elfe, it will at leaft prove to your de- 
€€ . fcendants, that you were an object 
4C worthy the particular prote&ion of your 
" prince/* 

This adventure became a general fub- 
je& of converfation, and arrived at the 
. ears of Munfter, before Ida had an oppor- 
tunity of acquainting him with it. He 
readily gueffed at the author, and had a 
very ferious converfation with his wife, on 
the Angular means which her attachment 
for her daughter induced her to employ. 
Mrs. Munfter confeffed, that (he had foli- 
cited the emperor's protection for Ida: 
but declared at the fame time, that (he had 
never thought of afking a written affurance 
of his promife, and much lefs a fecurity 
in the form of a patent* Munfter, who 
had feldom found his wife in a lie, believ- 
ed her, and fuppofed the Angularity to be 
of the number of thofe inconfiderate ac- 
tions, that the fumes of wine fo often 
caufed Winceilaus to commit. - For our- 
felves, we are inclined to confider the cir- 
H 3 cumftance 
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cumftance rather as a trick of dame for- 
tune, who meant to produce from it the 
moll extraordinary adventures. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

.IDA went to take leave of her parents* 
Her mother burft into tears ; but her fa- 
ther fliowed more firmnefs,^and fpoke of 
the pleafure of foon feeing her again* 
After affectionately bidding each other 

\ adieu, they parted The reader will 

"pardon me, if, in this part of my hifto'ry, 
I fpeak a little obfcurely of time and place. 
The want of fuilicient documents, muft be 
my excufc. 

When the emprefs arrived at the end of 
her journey, the time of her delivery ap* 
proached. Sicknefs^, or fome other rea- 
fon, prevented the emperor from being 
prefeiit at this grand event : but he had 
taken care, that, in his abfence, every thing 
fhould be condufted in a manner fuitabie 

, to the birth of an heir to hi6 throne. The 
Bohemians complained, that this ill-timed 
journey would deprive them of the happi- 
neis of heating the firft cries of their fu- 
ture monarch. By way of confolation, 
they were permitted to fend a deputation 

of" 
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of the mpft confiderable perfons among 
them, to be prefent at the delivery of the 
emprefs, and aflift at the baptifm of their 
young fovereign ; for a prince it muft be 
at all events. No perfon befide was in- 
vited to the ceremony* except the duke of 
Bavaria, father of Sophia* and the count 
of Wirtemberg, hei*godfather. 

Thefe noblemen, and the loyal Bohe- 
mians, arrived at the day 1 appointed, and.. 
every thing was ready for celebrating the 
grand feftival,but the principal peribnage, 
trie heir of Winceflaus, on whofe account 
it was made. 

The wifhed for moment, however, feemed 
daily to become more diftant; the emprefs 
was attacked with a fevere diftemper, that 
reduced her to the laft extremity. All the 
" country put up prayers for her recovery ; 
and, at length, me was delivered of a dead 
daughter. 

1 know not whether in thofe days it was 
rare for fanguine expectations to be difap- 
pointed, or whether princes' at leaft, were 
exempt from fuch a misfortune ; but cer- 
tain it is,, that this fad accident fpread fuch . 
alarm,' that one' would have fuppofed no- 
thing fimilat to it had ever happened on 
the faeS of the earth. The perfons who 
interefted themfelves in the affair, and So- 
phia was fo beloved by the people, that 
no one was indifferent .where flie was con- 
H 4. - cerned, 
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cerned, were divided chiefly into two par- - 
ties. One attempted to difcover the pre- 
fages of this event, the other to conje&ure 
what had been its caufe, while few thought 
of the confequences it might produce. 

, The art of interpreting prefages of fu- 
turity, was then a prime article of faith ; 
and he would have been in an awkward 
predicament, who fhould have ventured to 
'contradict thofe who attributed to the.ftill- 
born princefs, all the comets and extraor- 
dinary meteors that had been feen in the 
firmament for ten years before. They who 
fet themfelves to inveftigate the caufe, of 
what had difappointed the hopes of. a 
whole people, were ftill lefs difpofed to be 
jefted with; and in their eyes it would have 
been a crime but to fufped, that the mis- 
fortune was owing to a long journey, un- 
dertakenin an advanced date of pregnancy, 
the unfkilfulnefs of the phyficians, or the 
laft fit of rage jnto which the emprefs was 
thrown, when fhe learnt, by letters from 
Prague, that Sufanna, whom fhe had been 
affured by Winceflaus he had finally dif- 
mifled, had again made her appearance, 
.publickly filled her place, occupied her 
apartments, and framed projefts on her 
approaehingdeath,which Ihe trufted would 
be the confequence of her fituation. 

Reafons of this fort were too trivial in. 
the opinion of our fages. Their inquiries 

went 
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went much farther. According to them, 
nothing but forcety could have operated 
this event. It wis heceflary, that the arm 
of juftice (hould put a fpeedy ft op to the 
evil, that it might not extend farther, and 
reach even the facred perfon of Sophia, 
who was ftill between life and death. Ail 
the emprefs's houfehold were imprifoned, 
even to the princefs of Ratibor, Ida alone 
excepted. She was left undifturbed in her 
apartment, and had nothing to complain 
of r except that (he was not permitted to 
attend her beloved iniftrefs, who every 
moment called for her in vain, and de- 
clared, that, without her dear Ida, Ihe 
could neither live nor die. 
. The examinations were taken with fpeed 
and rigour before the duke of Bavaria, and 
thecountof Wirtcmberg, who h#d been too 
much habituated to the fufferings of others 
and were too good chriftians, to (hew any 
mercy in an affair of witchcraft. Striflr, 
however, as were the examinations, all the 
ladies who had been taken up, were dif- 
miffed on the firft interrogatory. Even the 
prjncefe of Ratibor received not the flight* 
eft reprimand, for having been fo negli- 
gent of the emprefs's faiety as to permit 
ihe delivery of the letter, of which we have 
Ipoken above. It was known that fuch a 
letter had been received; it was known, 
that, immediately on reading it, Sophia had; 
H 5 fallen 
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fallen into a fwoon, which was followed by 
convulsions ; and that from that moment to 
her delivery fhe had continued in extreme 
danger : but to this no attention was paid y 
they fought only to difcover the fuperna- 
tural means, which muft jiave been em- 
ploypji to deprive Sophia and her infant 
of life ; and of thefe the ladies of the em- 
prefc had been found to be perfe&ly inno- 
cent. 

Ida fincerely pitied her unfortunate com* 
panions for having incurred the flighted 
fufpicion of a pra&ice fo deteftable, in 
which fhe, like the reft of her contempt)* 
raries, had the ftrmeft belief. Such a fuf- 
picion fhe thought fhe could not herfelf 
have furvived.an inftant. She confidered 
herfelf happy to have been the only one ex- 
cepted ; and hoped, that fhe Ihould foon be 
permitted to fee her dear miftrefs, when 
ihe learnt, that the princefs of Ratibor and. 
the other ladies had been fet at liberty, and 
were at prefi^nt engaged in their former 
employments about her perfon. 

One morning as fhe was dreffing, in or- 
der to be ready if the emprefs fhould fend 
for her, one of her women entered with 
looks of horror and defpair, holding, in 
her hand a -paper, which- fhe feemed de- 
firous of giving her \ but fcarcely had fhe 
taken two fteps in the room, when fhe tot- 
tered and feil feafelefs on the floor. Ida 

ran 
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♦aft to' her atfiftanee, and perceived her 
^ iiame on thepaper, which lay on the ground*. 
Ctfriafuy got the better of her compaffitm* 
and flie t ead what follows. But no, (he 
read it not, for at the fecond line fhe fell 
by the fide of her fervant. 

Judge, feadef , trhether fhe had not tfea- 
fon to defpait. 

" TO IDA MUNS1TER. 

w Ida Munftef ! forcerefs ! accufed of 
murder, of high trfcafon! appear! We, th6 
fecret avenget& of the Eternal, cite thee 
within three days before the tribunal of 
God! appear! appear !" 

" Good Heavens!'* exclaimed Ida, 
trhen by the affiftance of her Women fhe 
ttas brought to herfelf : " did I fee dear- 
" ly ? give m$ that note." She read it : it 
fell from her hands : and pale and tremb^ 
ling (he fat dowh on her chair. 

The fervant then related, that in the 
morning fhe had found the parchment 
nailed to the door that led to Ida's apart- 
ment: at firft fhe^paid no attention to ity 
/ fcecaufe fhe could not read y but the people, 
•who were affembled in crowds, informed 
her of its contents, and ordered her, with 
threats, to ca*ry it to the perfon to whtwi 
it was addreffed. 

Ida liftened to her tale, half dead with, 
fear, andfcarcely knowing whatlh*heardv 

Ha* 
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Had flie been more collected fhe would 
have perceived, in the looks of thofe about 
her, an indignation and contempt, which 
would have appeared to her extraordinary 
from perfons by whom fhe had been incef- 
fantly flattered, 

. " O God! What have I done? and 
<c what am I now to do ?" cried Ida, clafp- 
ing her hands, and lifting her eyes "to 
Heaven. 

" What you have done," faid her wo- 
" men, " is beft known to yourfelf: and as 
" to what you have now to do it is not for 
" us to advife. We muft inftantly leave 
" you, left thevengeance of Heaven fliould 
" purfue us'alfo." 

" And will you too abandon me ? faid 
Ida to the young woman who had brought 
her the billet, and who, aflfe&ed by her fi- 
tuation, had throvtai herfelf at her feet, and 
watered them with her tears. 

" Tell me in what I can ferve you, and 
" I will flay." 

. " Run to the princefs of Ratibor, and 
<c tell her «.. . . tell her only .... yet tell 
" her all : defcribe to her my diftrefled 
" fituation : let her advife me what to do. 
" God only knows what has brought on 
" .me this calamity." 

The young woman went, and foon re- 
turned, bringing back for anfwer, that the 
princefs knew no fuch perfon. 

la 
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"In like manner Ida feht to feveral other 
ladies of the court and equally to no pur- 
pofe. She then recolle&ed the duke of 
Bavaria, and the count of Wirtemberg,who 
had always fhewn a regard- for her To 
them fhe fent alfo,^nd received for anfwer, 
that fhe mud have recourfe to God, if her 
confcience were pure : as to advice, they 
could give her none, except that of not 
Tailing to appear in compliance with the 
citation, as, at any rate, her life was at 
ftake. 

" Appear !" faid Ida : " where muft I 
" appear ? Did you afe where the fecret 
" tribunal is held ?" 
The girl was filent. 

" My life too at ftake !" exclaimed the 
unfortunate Ida, after a long, and gloomy 
filence. " Heavens ! what have I done ? 
Am I not innocent ?" 

" God fend you may be :" anfwered her 
woman, fobbing; 

" Yes, I call Heaven to witnefs that I 
" am. I fwear it by hiiti who lives for 



ever;" 



Having remained fome time on her 
knees, covering her face with her hands, 
and.feemingly in prayer, (he at length 
arofe, and continued thus: — " What faid 
. " the count of Wirtemberg ? Was it not 
" that I muft feek confolation from God ? 
** Be it fo, God has already comforted 

" me j 
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" tne; he will coitifort mt ftill rfiore byr 
" the mouth of his minifters. Oire me 
•* my hood: I will go to chufch, and 
" confcft myfetf. The reverend fathfcfr 
" John will tell me what to do*" " 

" Oh! do not fun fuch a thk: the 
" people ate excited againft you, and may 
44 do you feme mifchief." 

" Give me my hood : I may rifk every 
" things for what have I to lofe? 

" No doubt it will be ufeleft for me ta> 
" attend you." 

" Do as you pkafe." 

Ida fet off, without onc£ looking round 
her. She muffled herfelf up as much a$ 
poffible in her hood, that fhe might not be 
known. At every coYaer (he heard her 
name coupled with infiprecatidn9. Th« 
people feemed better informed than herfelf 
of what fhe was accufed. The appellations. 
&f wrfctch, criminal* forcerefe, paiffed from 
mouth to mouth without furfhef explana* 
lion : at laft (he gathered frota fome ex- 
prdlions.that dropped from a company 
walking before her, that the crime with 
which (he was charged was committed 
againft her deaTeft friend, her adored So* 
pfeia. More than once (he was near fniking 
to the earth, her legs failed he*, and (he 
was obliged to lean againft the walk 

When (he arrived at the church, where 
file fought GOuniel and coxUfoktioa from 

the 
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the only friend flic had left, her confeffor, 
night was advancing. Silentlv (he pafled 
along the gloomy dottier* of the hallowed 
fane, and placed herfelf in an obfeure cor- 
ner, to wait for father John. Whether 
this father John were the famous confefibr 
of the einprefs, St. John Nepomucenes, 
whofe name is ftill fo celebtated for his 
discretion, our memoirs do not inform us: 
St. Nepomucenes himfelf, however* could 
not have given more ftriking proofs of his 
love of taciturnity, than did our father 
.- John, wfien this affli&ed (inner, of faint 
let us rather call her, laid open to his view 
the inmeft recef&s of bet heart. 

She concealed nothing from him ; ftrt 
wept, (he fighed, fhe aflted his counfel . . • 
and ftill he was filent. She urgently im- 
plored him to beftow on her one word, 
one fimple woTd of confolation. After a 
Jong paafe* he ventured to fay : " Go ; 
" clear yourfelf from tha crime of which 
" you are accufed, and then I will grant 
*' you absolution/* 

" But what muft I do ? I am cited to 
" the bar of juftke by I know not whom ; 
" I am to make my appearance I know not 
" where/' 
. " Appear." 

" And who will be my judges ?" 

" Thofe terrible unknown mortals, whcS 
64 render juftice in fecret*" 

" Where 
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" Where do they affemble ?" 
" Every where, and no where." 
Ida, bathed in tears, ceafed to queftion 
this flinty-hearted prieftj and he rofe to 
go away. 

" Have pity oh me! have pity on me ?* 
cried Ihe, holding him by his gown: " it is 
" now night : grant me an aflylum till the 
" m.orning in this convent, or give me at 
cc leaft a, guide to condud me home in 
" fafety." ^ . 

" The holy lifters who dwell here will 
u not receive you, nor will any one ac- 
<c company you." 

Ida covered her face with her hood, and 
wept afrefti. A moment after flie looked 
round, and found herfelf alone. The great 
lamp fufpended from the centre of the 
church flied a feeble light. Rifing,- flie 
walked with trembling fteps through the 
windings of the facred vaults, and by the 
leaft frequented ftreets of the city, till flie 
arrived at her own habitation. She no 
longer wept ; a kind of torpid infenfibiiity 
had feized her faculties. She called to her 
fervant to bring a light : no one anfwerech 
She entered theanti-chamber,and theapart- 
ments of her women : they were empty.— 
" I am totally abandoned, thfen:" faidfhe, 
as flie 'entered her own chamber. . " Hea- 
". -vens ! how have I deferved this fate ? Is 
" there no difference between accufatioi* 

" and 



HERMAN OF UNNA. \6j 

€Q and convi&ion ? Am I in reality guilty? 
" They fay, that it is poffible to fin with- 
" out knowing it. Yes, yes : it muft be 
^ c fo, and I am certainly a guilty wretch, 
C4 fince every one cbnfiders me as fuch, 
" and the holy father John has refufed 
" me absolution." 

Ida was in that terrible fituation, from 
which there is but a ftep to madnefs and 
defpair, when flie heard an indiftinS noife 
in the anti-chamber. The door opened, 
and fome one called her by her name. 

" Who is there ? and what is thy er- 
" rand ? faid fhe, in a voice more of alarm 
and horror than of anger. 

" Ida ! my poor, unhappy Ida !" con- 
tinued the ftranger, in accents of the moft 
tenderraffe&iom 

Ida rofe from the floor on which fhe 
^was lying. The figure, which was then 
difcernible, by means of a lantern it car- 
ried, approached nearer. 

" Who art thou ? Art thou one of thofe 
" terrible and unknown beings, who ren- 
" der jufiice in fecret ?" 

" Do you then no longer know me ? 
" Do you not know your father?" cried 
the perfon who entered ; and faying this, 
he rendered the light of his lantern more 
vivid, thtew off his cloak, and clafped her 
in h:s embrace. 

" My 
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w My father ! my faviour! an angel fen t 
u from Heaven !" were the words fhe had 
juft time to articulate, before fhe fainted 
iti his arms. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

- I S there a fenfation to which the hu- 
man heart is fufceptible ftronger or more 
delightful than that which it experiences*, 
when, plunged in the abyfs of defpair, it 
perceives the approach of a friend ? But 
to enjoy this the mind of Ida was too much 
oppreffed; fhe was ready to fink undet 
her misfortunes. Let us, indeed, cbnfider 
what fhe had fufFered in the fpace of one 
fhort day ; and then judge how gteat rnufl 
have been her furprize, to find heHelf, at 
the moment that {he thought the whole 
world had abandoned her, clafped in . the 
embrace of a father ! 

*V Is it poffible!" faid fhe at iaft, where 
the was able to fpeak : " is it pofTible ? or 
" am I in a dream ? My father here, and 
** at fuch a moment !" 

" Could Ida then think, that he frould 
" leave Jier for an inftant in fufpicious 
"** hands, without watching over her ?'* 

" No, 
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No, I fet off from Prague at the fame 
time with yourfelf : I have followed you 
every where : I have obferved your very 
ftep : I would not let you know I was 
near, that I might judge of your con- 
duct when wholly left to yourfelf. In 
like manner I had refolved to accom- 
pany you on your return, without giv- 
ing you the lead reafon to fufpeft it : 
and I fhould have executed my refolve, 
had you not received this unexpected 
ftroke."* 

«« O God ! a ftroke indeed S a ftroke 
that will coft me my life !" 
" That will coft you your life! . ..An 
excellent mode truly of defending your 
innocence ! . . . . No, Ida, you fhall live 
to cover with fliame your accufers; who 
wiih to fee you die as a malefactor i" 
*' Andjvho aremy ^ccufe™?" 
" I have fought to difcover them from 
the moment 1 knew ihat you had been 
cited before the fecret tribunal. The 
whole day I have beep in queft of in- 
formation* mixing m the crowd, and 
wandering from place to place", to learn 
what might be your crime. . What I 
have been able to learn is, that. When, 
the ladies of the emprefs were interro- 
gated, the princefs of Ratibof found 
no i>etter means of proving her inno- 
cence, with refpefl to Sophia's unfor* 
. , " tunate 
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€< tunate labour, than by accufing you. 
" Her depofition was rumoured abroad : 
" it was faid, that fhe had anfwered for 
" all the ladies prefent under the mod fo- 
" lemn oath ; but that there was one ab- 
" fent, who, if appearances could be truft- 
" ed, was certainly the culprit. The mo- 
* c tivcs of her fufpicion were aiked ; but 
"no one could inform me what they 
" were : I only heard, that you were to 
" be brought to trial, and that the judges 
" teftified much furprife and indignation, 
u that you alone, of all the ladies of the 
cc emprefs, had not been taken up and 
" interrogated." 

* Ida liftened with looks of anxiety and 
diftrefs,but made no reply. Munfter con- 
tinued : 

" The hiftory of that letter of protec- 
" tion granted you by the emperor^ at the 
" requeft of my imprudent" wife, was at 
" length mentioned with fuch comments 
4< as you may eafily conceive. The 
** judges looked at one another ! < Have 
"we need of any better proof?' cried 
•* they. c Why feek an extraordinary 
" prote&ion if fhe were innocent ? Why 
" wifh to prevent her being brought be- • 
4< fore the cuftomary tribunals, if not 
€i confcious of fome fecret crime, that, if 
" known, would expofe her to the fword 
u of juftice? Ought fhe, however, on that' 

" account,. 
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44 account, to remain unpunifhed ?* My 
44 information reaches no farther, and I 
44 know not what has been fince deter- 
44 mined i but I have been affured, that 
44 the judges did not feparate till mid- 
44 night, after having pledged themfelves 
44 by an oath to {how you no favour." 

Ida hid her face in her father's bofom, 
and wept, — " Go on, go on, faid (he, fob- 
bing : " continue to pierce my heartjwith 
, 44 the relation of my dreadful misfortune." 

" My child, it is neceiTary that you 
C4 fhould know all. How otherwife will 
44 you be able to defend yourfelf ?" 

44 And why, innocent as I am, muft I 
44 defend myfelf at all? Why regardlefs 
46 of my letter of prote&ion am I cited 
cc before a court of juflice !" 

44 You are not cited before any civil 
44 court, but before the grand tribunal of 
44 God. And fear you, to appear before 
" the- Almighty?" 

4C Ah, were he to be my judge !" ex- 
claimed Ida, ftretching her hands to Hea- 
ven, with a look that fpoke the purity 
of an angel. " Were God to be my 
44 judge ....!" * I 

44 Well then, fubmit to your fate with 
44 that confoling hope. Thofe unknown 
4C perfons who render juftice in his name 
44 will be your judges : they were the only 
44 ones before whom you could be cited. 

" ." Have 
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« c Have yx>u forgotten the words, contain- 
iC ed in your letter of protection: * We 
« grant thee the privilege of not being ar- 
c< raigned for- any mifdemanor, except be- 
** fore our immediate tribunal, or thofe de- 
* c puted to hold our plate in the criminal 
" court* 9 

*' Alas! I did not comprehend them :'* 
replied Ida, who found few motives of con- 
folation in her father's difcou'rfe. 

•* Do you think, that men who have 
** taken an oath the moft folemn to judge 
cc with impartiality, will riot difcover your 
c< innocence ?" 

u I will think any thing you pleafe :" 
replied ftie, with a faint ^and deje&ed 
voice : cc but of this I am very fure, that 
" I ihall die,, if I muft appear alone before 
w thofe terrible judges. , 

" You fhaU not : I will accompany, 
" you/ 1 • , 

" But whither ? Where do they hold 
<4 their feffions ? Father John tells me 
44 every where and .no where. What 
44 does he mean r" 

4C In reality, no ofte has yet feen the 
44 place where they affemble : but as you 
44 muft appear, ho doubt fome means will 
44 be found of conducing you to your 
44 judges ; and to this purpofe I will em- 
44 ploy the two days we have left.*' 

. ' v "But 
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" But, to whom will you addrefs your- 
c< felf, fince you are uninformed who are 
" the members of this fociety ?*' 

" God knows, I am acquainted with 
cc none of them : yet this I know, that 
M they e;xift in the midft of us under a 
** thoufand different forms, without our 
M fufpe&ing them : they walk by our 
" fides, eat at our tables, and we are ig- 
** norantofit. My enquiry however will 
** reach the ears of fome one or other of 
4< them, and he \irill inftru£k me what is 
" to be done/* 

In this manner did they converfe, Ida 
fitting by her father's fide, till morning. 
Sometimes an extreme palenefs overfpread 
her countenance : then her burning cheek 
and inflamed eye befpoke the fever with 
which flie was confumed. The old man 
was alarmed for her life. He at length 
prevailed on her to drink a fmall glafs of 
wine, into which* he had fecretly intro- 
duced fogie narcotic tincture, ana fhe fell 
afteep. Having placed her gently on a 
couch, he (hut the door, and departed 
before it was quite day-light, to endeavour 
to difcover what he fo much wiftied to 
learn. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIX.* 

S O powerful was the operation of the 
foporific,. that Ida paffed the whole day 
in fleep, and awoke not till her father 
arrived, juft at the approach of;night. 
He induced.her to take fome nutriment, 
which he brought with him; and, fleep 
having calmed her perturbation, • her 
ftrength appeared fonfcwhat recovered. 
Finding her fufficiently calm to hear the 
refult of his inquiries, he thus began : 
" We are in a country, which is the 

_ " chief feat of the fecret tribunal. It is 
" not fo difficult as I at firft imagined, to 
" gain information of what moft imports 

. " us to know. Citations of the nature of 
* c yours, are not extraordinary here : 
" and inftances are not wanting of people 
" who have efcaped the hands of thefe 
w dreadful avengers, or been acquitted by 
" them. It is deemed, I am told, a mark 
" of infinite honour, to be proclaimed 
" innocent by them. I have heard a 
" ftrange adventure of a gentleman of 
" this country, of the name of Conrad 
" vbn Langen *, who has hitherto been 
" purfued in vain by the fecret tribunal, 

X-r- 

* According to other hiftorians,' John von Langen. 

'* which 



*«*. 
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" which has not bee.n able to lay hold of 
" hiirf." 

" And is it not equally poflible foF me 
y to efc<*pe ¥*' ' 

w You cannot, fovi ought not to *t- 

** tempt it, for you are innocent. As to 

** Conrad, I Joiow not, whether he be 

** guilty or not ; ijpr dops the enquiry 

** .concern us. I mention him only, b^- 

• c * caufe, on hearing his ftory, it caijie 

44 into my head to endpavojir to fpeafc ^o 

** him, or one of his people, in 6rd?r 

4 * to learn -.what we are fo an^ioys 

-to know. By unexpe&ed good lujqk 

1 I "found that his jnaitre-d' hotel was my 

c ancient comrade in the arjny, the goqd 

6 Walter of whom you fraye heard uje 

c fpeak, who at the furprjze of Bern h^d 

: the misfortune to lojfe his hand, .and 

1 was in jconfequence obliged to quit tfre 

1 profeffion of arms. He has told nje 

l m a great many circumflances of the fe- 

1 cret tribunal, but Jiis difcourfe was fo 

8 obfcure, fo interlarded with broken ejc- 

1 prefSons, and half formed fentenc^, 

1 that I know not what tp fhiijk of ,hijp. 

8 There were, he informed me, perfqijs 

; of various defcriptions, knights ajjd 

; their fefqujtres, citizens gs wqtl ?is nobles, 

• in its fervjces. Perjh^ps he belongs fo 

1 it himfelf. Be that, however, as ,it 

1 may, he affured me, that its dreadful 

Vol. I. I " fum- 
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" fummoners were commQnly obliged to 
" refort to force to bring before them the 

4 " perfons who weircaccijfed \ that it was 
" rare for a culprit to appear, on the firft 
" citation ; that they who waited for a - 

% " fecond, or a third, were apprehended 
wherever they were found ; but that 
thofe who appeard at the firft, as you, 
" my dear Ida, will do, had the advan- 
" tage of infpiring a prefumption of their 
•* innocence* and were treated with greater 
" lenity. And finally, that the only way 
" of difcovering where the fecret tribunal 
" affembled, was to , repair, three quar- 
" ters of an hour after midnight, to that 
a part of the town where^ four ftreets 
" meet, and where was always to be found 
" a perfon who would lead the accufed 
" blind-folded before the. judges. 

" I thanked fiim for his information, 
" and told him that you would carefully 
" bbferve his directions, and that I was 
" determined to accompany you. Wal- 
" ter, upon diis, looked me ftedfaftly in 
" th$ face, and afked if I were one of 
" them. Not knowing what was his 
" drift, I made no anfwer* He looked 
" at me again with ftill '-greater earneft- 
" nefs, uttering fome incoherent words 
" which I did not underftand: Still I 
" was fijent. " Well,', refumed he, after 
" a moment's. paiife, c we fhall fee whe- 
" " ther 
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" ther you will be permitted to accom- 

Ci pany her. At any rate, however, you 

. " may be certain flie will arrive in fafety 

■" at the place of deftination ; the reft de- 

" pends on her innocence." 

Whence could proceed the fort of tran- ... 
quillity, ! which this myfterious tale of 
Munfter imparted to Ida? for certain it is 
that fhe felt relieved from the load that 
oppreffed her, fpoke of her fituation with 
compofure, formed arrangements refpeft- 
ing the manner in which flie fhould con- 
duct herfelf, and fought to penetrate the 
obfcurity in which {he wa$ involved. It 
- fcemed no longer impoffible to her to fup- 
port her misfortune, to face her accufers, 
and yet iurvive the (hock. 

Was it that Ida really difcovered rea- 
foris for hope in what (he had heard ? Or 
was it with hef, as with a multitude of 
others, who fink at the firft guft of an ap- 
proaching ftorm, but gradually lift- up 
their heads, as the objed of their terror 
becomes familiar to them ? Or was it, 
laftly, that there are benevolent Genii 
ever ready to adminifter to -their favou- 
rites, when their fofFerihgs become too 
poignant, and mingle in the cup of bitter- 
nefs fome drops of heavenly coniblation ? 
Whatever were the caufe, Ida fuddenly 
became tranquil; fhe enjoyed during the 
night the peaceful (lumbers of innocence, 
I 2 while 
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while her fether fet watching fey her pil- 
low, tfn4 for the two following days fee 
Tefciained in the fame hapffy date. 

Atdength the night, lately fo much 
dreaded, appYoeached, but brought with it 
no other t£rro*r&, than *what a light fup- 
|>er, xfrhicfo the old mam had provided, 
affifted by a glafs of wine, were -ftifficieat 
todifpel. Could their enemies have wit- 
iieffed the ferenky of tfeefe two vi&ims of 
fb cruel a fate* it would have infpired 
them with fenfations of envy : their con- 
verfetion wa.s even gay. 

Time paffed on. The clock ftrack 
twelve, and they fcarcely feemedto notice 
it. " When the tnoon is *>v«er yon ftec- 
" pie, it will be time for us to be -gone/* 
faid Munfter, looking out cif the window. 
Their converfatidn, however, prefefttW 
flackened, and at length ceafed. Xhe fears 
of Ida began to return.-— *' How my heart 
** beats V 9 faid fhe, laying her hand en 
•*her bofom. She walked up arid down the 
room with agitation. — u Where/' faid 
&e, " is the modn now r w -— " It is . . . 
** Take yoiy hood, my child, and let us • 
" depart/' — " Yet r>ae moment," fhe re- 
plied : and falling on her knees, fhe fighed 
a fhort prayer, while Munfter re-echoed 
Jier fighs. She then put on her hood and 
they hurried out of the hoafe. 

Silently they walked through the ftreets 

in 
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m which not a perfon was to be feen. 
The. knees- o£ Ida trembled with cold, 
while her cheeks were flufhed with the 
crimfon of fever. They arrived at the 
great fteeple qf St. Bartholomew's, where 
met four large ftreets leading to the ex*, 
tremities of the city. M Behold, my fa- 
«* the?, thq defignated place !" faid Ida, - 
with a faultesiag voice. The moon Stone 
oa the fpot, while a deep fhadow* caft its 
gloom over the diftant avenues. Near 
them, in one of the ftreets, they faw a 
man approaching, with How and folemn 
fteps, whoih the dim light of the moon, 
and the terrors of Ida transformed into a 
giant. He was wrapt in a kind of mail, 
fo as that his eyes only v?ere vifible. He 
aecofted them.— * c Who are you ?** faid 
he.— u Ida Munfter and her father/* 

" It is the former I feek. The other 
" may withdraw." 

w No, I wifl not withdraw: I will 
4 * follow her wherever fhe goes.** 

" You will follow her ? That depends 
" on the manner in which you (hall anfwer 
" the following queftions. What are the 
P names^6f thefe four ftreets ? That which 
" is enlightened by the moon I myfelf 
" callyfre ; that in the (hade iron *. What 
" are the other two ?" 



The ufual words by which the members of the 
' * ' i nized ' ' n '' 

I 5 



fecret tribunal recognized each other were, fell 

fie\n y 
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. To this unintelligible queftion Munfter, 
made no reply. * 

" Begone," faid the man in the maik-r 
" thou doft not belong to us. 5 - 

" Mult I then quit you, my father; 
exclaimed Ida, fobbing. - 

The ftranger tore her from the arms of. 
Munfter, and putting him away, fomewhat 
rudely, " Go/' faid he, in a tone of voice 
too gentle to affert with the a&ion that . 
accompanied it : " you may fafely truft- 
" your daughter to my care." 

" Whofe is that voice ?" faid Muufter 
to himfelf as he feated himfelf under the 
portico of the church. " It rs furely fa- 
" miliar to me." Meanwhile- Ida was led* 
off by her conductor, toho turned once 
more towards Munfter, made a fignal to 
him not to follow, and was foon out of 
fight. * 

Jttin t gras, gretn .• in JLng\ifti 9 Jleep 9 Jlone, graft, groan* 
it is faid however, that, on various occafions, other 
words were employed, St. Pfcffinger, VoL IV. p. 
400, afTerts that the firft word Ihould bt Jlock, (in 
Englifhjfc?/,) not Jeil. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

COURTEOUSreader, thou wifheft, 
no doubt, to accompany this innocent 
maiden before her judges : but would it 
befafe for me to introduce thee to a place 
•which no profane eye has yet explored ? 
Rather let us fit down with honeft Munfter 
in the porch of St. Bartholomew's. Look : 
the moon has difappeared : the dawn be- 
gins to peep : we fhall foon hear news of 
the object of our anxiety. 

Munfter was as firmly perfuaded as you 
and I can be, that fhe whom he called his 
daughter was innocent. Walter had af- 
fured him, the preceding day, 'that if 
Ihe were found guilty he would nevp fee 
her more, as thefe avengers of Goocauf- 
ed the fentences they pronounced to be 
. executed on the fpot : but he had added, 
, that if there were the leaft profpeft of her' 
juftifying . herfelf, fhe would be fafeljr 
brought back to him in the morning, by 
the perfons into whofe hands he mould 
commit her at night,, at the jun&ion of 
the four ftreets. 

Firmly relying, on the innocence of Ida, ' 
the veracity, of Walter, and the juilice of 
ihe fecret tribunal, he waited with: trail-' 
quillity, and he waited not in vain: for»jere 
I 4 the 
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the inhabitants of the neighbouring houfes 
were awake his daughter was in his arms. 

4< Thou art reftbred to nte, then!''' 
cried Munfter : " thou art reflured to me! 
44 thou art htnocgnt!" 

44 I am indeed innocent : I fwear it by 
44 that God, who- is my fupreme judge ; . 
44 though do one. will, as yet declare me 
"So. • . . .Alas! your poor Ida is rfe* 
44 ftored to yoti but for a fhort titfle* The 
44 aveAgirig iword, fflll fufpdtfded' tfVef 
44 her head hangs but by a thireadw It 
44 is required that I fhbuld jtfftify myfetf $ 
44 and how {hall I be able to do this, fine* 
44 there is every appeatence againil me ? 
44 Oh! my father!.. .-. .V 

Her fobs prevented he* faying more* 
and leaning on the arm of Munfter they 
filently walked towards their faiotfia, Ar- 
rived therfc, fhe fat down bfeathMs, and 
refting Jier head oh her hatfdv wiped hdr 
tefcrs as they flowed uttd^r feter hood* ' 

4< Tell me y my dear child, what has 
44 paffed : conceal nothing from Me/' 

44 Alas ! I have not long to remain with 
44 you^ Asa particular favour I am p*r- 
a mitted to take up my fsftdence Ttfith 
44 the Urfulines, for a fliort time, till my 
44 affair is finhhed, and I am again Aim- . 
44 raoned before my judges* Do not 
44 grieve, my dear father, you may, fee 

44 me 
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?? me there, I have afked leave to receive 
*• vour vifits." 

Munfter preffed her hand with the earri- 
eftncfs of anxious afFe&ion, and again 
conjured her to relate her ftofry. 

" How (hall I defcribe to you what I 
** felt, when torn from your artng by 
" my conductor ? I thought I fhould have 
w expired: yet a certain fomething, that 
<c I cannot defcribe, prefently infpired me 
** with confidence.,. You muft yourfelf 
* € have perceived that the man in the 
fiC made treated me neither with cruelty 
** nor even hat fhnefs ; his voice was gen- 
4C tie : by the light of the moon I dif- 
<c covered a tear darting from his eye j 
€< and 1. perceived, a circumftance on 
ci which I could not avoid refle&ing, that 
** he had loft his left hand. Is it pofli- 
*' ble, that he could be yopr friend, the 
u good, the honeft Walter ?" 

*' It was, it was,*' exclaimed the old 
man: " it certainly was Walter, for I now 
** recolleft the found of his voice/' 

Ida continued : — " That difcovery cafm- 
** ed my agitation. I found myfelf not 
u delivered entirely into unknown hands, 
*' and you have always fpoken to me fo 
" highly of Walttir, that with him I con- 
** fidered myfeff as fafe. After having 
" walked on for feme time, he fuddenly 
" threw over my. head a thick veil, which 
I c' "fo 
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c< fo completely covered my face, that it 
" was impoflible for me to difcern the 
" road we took. One while we pafled 
<fi over what appeared to me uncultivated 
" ground, and then again over ruins : we 
" afcended, and defcended: fometimes 
" I fancied myfelf breathing the air of 
" the fields ; at others the found of our 
<c footfteps appeared to jbe echoed back 
" by furrounding vaults. At length we . 
" defcended thirty fteps, which I count- 
" ed, I know not why ; and my veil be* 
" ing taken off; I found myfelf in a dark 
<c dreary place, where at firft I could dif- 
" tinguifti nothing. Finding myfelf ex- 
<6 tremely fatigued, my conductor per- 
*' mitted me to fit down on a ftone. .By 
cc degrees my eyes became familiarifed to* 
«* the obfcurity of the place, and I found 
<c myfelf at the entrance of a large fquare. 
" Whether \ were in the country, or 
4< not, I cannot fay : but all around me, 
" as far as my view could penfctrate, I 
" beheld lofty vaults ; and over my head 
" the Harry Iky. At a diftance I ob- 
" ferved by the light of torches, which* 
" though there were many, but feebly 
" illumined the vaft fpace, ferving fcarce^ 
," ly more than to render darknefs vifibtej 
" humau figures dreffed in black, fome 
" of .whom came towards us and joined 
c * my conductor. They were all mafked 

" like 
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cc like him, and converted only by figns, 
" intermingled with a few abrupt words. 
** Every moment their number incTeafed ; 
44 and apparently there were feveral hun- 
44 dred of .-them. The filence that pre- 
44 vailed in this affembly, interrupted only 
44 \yy my tears and fighs, appeared incom* 
44 prehenfible to me. 

44 On a fudden I heard the doleful 
44 found, of a belli Three times was it 
44 ftruck; and as often did my heart quake 
4i within me. The place was now more 
4f enlightened, and I perceived a circle 
44 compofed of feveral pejfoas ia black, 
44 and mafked, who* I was informed by. 
44 my condu&or, were my judges.— 4 You 
44 will immediately be called upon,' faid 
4i he to me in a whifper : * if your con- 
44 fcience, be clear, prepare to anfwer with. 
44 courage. Take off your hood, you, 
44 muft appear with your face uncovered/ 

44 Scarcely had he done fpeaking, whea 
44 a' voice more appalling than the found. 
44 of the bell, cried out in a tone of au- 
44 thority : 

44 Ida Munjier! forcerefs! accufed of 
44 murder^ of high treafon, appear ! We >t 
44 the fecret avengers of the Invijibk, cite 
44 % thee before the.jujiice of God! appear I 
44 appear / 

"^Though thefe terrible exprefiions 
w were not new to me, I cannot exprefs the. 

44 oppref- 
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" oppfeflibn I felt at Ay heart on their 
" bring pronouhted. If cdritimred iiid^ed 

* bur rot a moment ; for the corifciouf- 
" n6ft of my innocence ihfpired me with 
** dourage alfttoft fupernattrtah With 

* counteftantfc ere& I ft^ppfed fbiward, 
cs and boldly looked found on the whole 
c< affembly, without teftifying the leail 
cc feai\— ' To fuch a citation I flight not 
c * to ahfwer :' cried t, with a voite ftrengt h- 
** ened by indignation. * My name is 
" Ida Muhfter ; but I am no criminal/ 

" At this, he who appeared to be the 
u thief of the tribunal faid:— c Cotne 
c * nea^, and liften to. the complaints that 
" are adduced ag&ftift you, and the wit- 
" fleffes who attelt'thefr truth.' 

u I advanced, ahd, falling bn my knees, 

* ' I ftyear,* erred I, by him who lives for 

* ever, ihkt t am not a forcerefs, that 1 
" have aflaffinate'd no ohe, that I have 
" never % committed the crime of high 
ck treafoft, and that all which the witneffes 
a in$f hftv'e debofed againft me is falfe.' 

" The examination began : but, O my 
l \ father ! how fhall I relate to you the 
" fiibfta % nce of my atcufation ! Is it pof- 
" fibie, th4t the ntereft triflts can be cbn- 
* c (trued into tfrirfies, or regarded at leaft 
" as a prefumption of crimes ? 

« the firfl: thing adduced agaiirfUme. 
" was the ltfck of the empttfs's haiT. Alks I 

" 1 was 



, €i I was bbligfcd to give it up* and the 

c< braid of gold net-work to which it Was. 

** faftened, is ftt>w a ufelefs orhamert t about 

" my neck. That precious remembrance 

* 4 Which 1 wore in my bofom, became one 

" of thfe ftrongeft proofs againft me. 

" You remember, that yerferday in the 

* c tfark, I fctttched my cheek, and fpotted 

u rfry veil with blood : my judges pre- 

** fumed, that it was the fame veil with 

u which 1 had wiped the blood from the 

«' neck of the emprefs on her wtfddihg- 

" day, wheti fhe gave herfelf the flight 

" wbund you have heard me meiition, and 

** 1 was afked for what purpofe I carried 

€< fuch things about me. They afked, too, 

€i Whether 1 had not faid to one of my 

* e friends, th£t the ertiprefs would beforfced 

** to love me, as long as that lock of her 

* c hair fetn&irfed next my heaft : and ac r 

" cufed me of having fo fafcifcated her, 

c< that fhe could not be h^ppy without me 

" and my harp for afmgleday; as a proof 

" of which they alledged, that lately, dur- 

" ixtg hief iflnefs, &e had confeffed it was 

" impoffible for her to live, or even to die 

' ♦' Without me. 

" < Did fhe fay foV cried I, with rapture. 

" c Matchlefs woman 1 why cantibt Tfee 

ic her crfrce more ? Why, if 1 miift die, 

" taittot I die at Irer fee'tf .... Silence 

" was 
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€C was impofed on me, and the interroga- 
" tions continued. 

" I was afkedj whence came the riches 
" of my father and mother* after they had 
" lofl by fire, all they pofleffed : by what 
" fupernatural means I had been warned 
" that the conflagration would happen : 
" why I had not the humanity to acquaint 
a the people of the city, and my parents 
<c with the circumftance, but had carried 
w my wickednefs fa far, as to abandon 
" them to their fate, and fave on}y myfelf i 
K and what was hecome of the chevalier 
" Herman of Unna, on whom I had caft 
" a fpell, to make him in love with me, 
" whom I had fo deprived of the ufe of 
** his reafon, that he had wandered about 
4< the country for three <iays ^together, 
" without knowing what he did, and 
<c whom in all probability I had after* 
" wards caufed to be affaffinated. 

" At the mention of Herman affaffinat* 

« ed, I fell fenfelefs on the ground. After 

" they had brought me to myfelf, I began 

• cc loudly to lament his death. Oh heavens! 

" if it (hould be true, that he .is dead ! . 

Tears now choaked the voice of Ida, 
and fhe ceafed not to tfeep* till Munfter 
foothed her by the affurance, that he had 
lately received a letter from Herman, and 
that he was welL She. then, continued her 
narration.. 

« The 
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" The complaints exhibited againft me, 
c6 became every moment more affli&ing. 
" The Italian prince, who had abandoned 
c * the princefs of Ratibor, and whom of 
** courfe I had alfo enchanted by fome fe- 
** cret fpell, was not forgotten ; but the laft 
€€ and molt cruel reproach was, the unfor- 
cc tunate labour of the emprefs, whii^h 
* c was in like manner imputed to me, as 
" well as the dangerous ftate in which fhe 
" yet continues 

" God knows what anfwer I made to 
" tjiefe different accufations. This only I 
*' remember, that I, who fancied myfelf fo 
€C weak* fa timid, felt myfelf animated 
" with fupernatural fhength, and was fi- 
" lent to none of the charges. I fpoke 
-" little, and with referve; but what I faid 
" mud have been of weight, for more than 
" once I put my accufers to filence. The 
" Iky now began to grow lefs obfcure, the 
*'• diftant crowing of the cocks announced 
" the approach of dawn ; when inftantly 
4C all the affembly arofe. 

" He who had prefided, then addreffed 
" me in thefe words : ' Ida, the fword 
" ftill hangs over your head : one and 
.? twenty days are granted you to produce 
" inconteftible proofs of your innocence. 
*** Your readinefs to appear at the firft ci- 
* 4 tation, induces us for the prefent to 
" permit you to depart in peace; but 
• « think 
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" fhinfc not of taking flighty our eyes and 
" arms are every wh&e, like the prefetice 
" of the Eternal. 

u I proftfated myfelf at the foot of the 
" judgment feat* and folicited permiffion 
" to retire to a convent. My requeft was 
" granted, and I was morever promifed, 
^ in confideration of my youth and fex,> 
" fortie extraordinary favour ; but what 
" that favour Was, I was not informed. 

" Again I was veiled, and then led away. 
" On the road, I begged my condu&or to 
" ufe hi6 intfcreft for me to be placed in 
*" the convent of UrfuKnes, whither I had 
" bfcen accufto&?ed to go, and to obtain 
" pertniffion to fee you there. This He 
*< afllntd me he eou^d grant on his own 
" authority, fuch things being left entirely 
" to him* I would have faid more to him, 
" but he affumed the fame referve as when 
** he conduced me to the 'tribunal. At 
" the corner of the flreet he left me, pr3- 
* bably that he might not be known^ by 
" you, whom he pointed out waiting for 
" mt at the church of St. Bartholomew.' * 
* c My dear Ida/ ■ cried Munfter, when 
Jhe had finiflied her recital : " be of good 
K heart* I am perfuaded your affair will 
terminate happily. I (hatl this day take 
a ftej*, whicfe the abfence of the perfon 
dft whom I found my hopes, has hither- 
to prevented. The day oil which you 

" were 



« 
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*• were cited, and before I faw you, I 
** went to the count of Wirtetaberg's, to 
* 6 acquaint him with fbmething of the ut> 
4€ moil importance, and which would have 
4< been of great help to you, had he known. 
" it. I was told, however, that he was 
" gone from home, and would not return. 
4< for three days. Thofe three days a& 
" expired, and I will go to him the mo 
" ment I have condu&ed you to your con^ 
" vent/' 

. " Alas ! it will be loft labour. I ad» 
" dreffed myfelf to him, the inftant I wa* 
" fummoned before the fecret tribunal, as 
" he had always appeared well difpofed 
" toward mej but he too abandoned me. 
<c Befides, it is probable he was not front 
" home y but refufed to admit you, be- 
<c ^auie, knowing you to be my father, he 
*' was apprehenfive you might wifh toJTo* 
" licit him in my behalf. 

" f He has always, you fay, appeared 
" well-difpofed towards • you," replied 
Munfter, after a fliort filence: what 
" proofs has he given you of it?" 

'* You know, my dear father, we are 
<c naturally led to eonfider the flighted 
" marks, of attention from the great, as a 
'* proof of their being interefted i^ our fo- 
" vour. And at the time that every thing 
" fmiled around me, he feemed to regard 
" me, I thought, with kindnefs. 1 re- 

44 member 
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" member particularly the moment of his- 
" firft feeing me in the emprefe's clbfet. 
" He diftinguifhed me -from all my com- 
" panionSj and paid me attentions that 
" were extremely embarrafling to me: 
" and when the emprefs, as *was her 
t( cuftom, told him my name, that dear - 
" name which I fhstll ever deem an ho- 
" nour to me, in order to let him know^ 
" that I was not of noble birth^ his atten- 
" tion^to me was increafed. * Munfterl* 
" replied he: < Ida Munfter!... The 
" name of Ida is pleafmg to my ear: it 
" brings to my remembrance a beloved 
" wife, whom, alas! I long have loft.' The 
" princefs of Ratibor remarked, that it 
" was a proof of the pride of my parents 
" to give me the name of a princefs. But 
" the -count did not appear to heed the 
" refle&ion : he came up to me, embraced 
" me affe&ionately, and faid with a fmile: 
" * I am happy to learn that you are a ci- 
" tizen's daughter, for had you been a 
" lady of quality, I durft not fo freely ex- 
" prefs the friendship with which you" in- 
" fpire me/ The princefs of Ratibor, 
" who was by my fide, eyed me with a 
" look of contempt, and her eyes feemed 
" to fay, that the laft observation of the 
" count, was humiliating to her to whom 
u it was addreffed: but too fimple,~too. 
u little vain, to be of her opinion, I kjffed 

".the 
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44 the hand of the refpe&able old peer, 
44 and received from him in return, not 
44 without biufliing, a falute on my fore- 
44 head. From that moment, he always 
44 afked forme, called me his Ida, inquir- 
44 ed after my parents, and told me, that 
44 he had formerly a perfon of the name 
44 of Munfter in his fervice, a very brave 
44 and worthy man, with many other things 
44 equally flattering, which people of hum- 
44 ble birth- fo highly prize from the great/ 
46 For a time 1 thought that I had found- 
" in him a prote&or: but now, that I 
" have enemies feeking to opprefs me, I 
44 have difcovered my miftake. 

To this Munfter made no reply: nor in- 
deed had he time, for fcarcely had fhe fi- 
niihed^ when fomebody entered to con. 
duSt her to the convent. They accord- 
ingly feparated, after tenderly taking leave, 
and promifmg fliortly to fee each other 
again. 



-. CHAPTER XXL 

THE next day Munfter made his ap- 
pearance at the parlour of the Urfulines. — 
44 I have ft range things to tell .you," faid 
he to Ida: " read this paper; a great 
41 number of copies of it are ftuck up 

44 againft 



• I 
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44 againft ali the public buildings." Ida 
read : 

•* We, the fetret judge* cf crime* and 
4 * protesters of hmoeence turn to the four 
4C quarters of the globe, ami proclaim : If any 
44 one dare undertake the defense ef Ida 
44 Mttn/i0r,ivbo is in dj&ate of accufatian 9 
44 let him appear! 9 * % 

44 Oh God !° cried Ida* lifting the pa- 
per towards heaven* 4 * I feel that thou haft 
"not wholly jfoxfaken me; that thou 
44 wilt yet feyemet" 

Munfter continued; " I went to my 
" friend Walter, amd fliewed him this 
" paper. He fmiled, and aflured me, 
" that fuch a proclamation was. an 'extra- 
* 4 ordinary favour, &§ which you might 
44 be proud, as there was fcarcely another 
44 iftftancc of a defender being allowed ta 
44 a perfon accufed of witchcraft:, ftill lefs 
44 that all the world (hould be catted upon 
44 to plead his caufe* I told him the re* 
46 folution I had taken, to appear myfelf in 
44 defence of your innocence. He fhook 
44 his head, and added: 4 If you were a 
44 member of the fecret tribunal, and 
" could fay : " I fwear by our dreadful 
t4 oath, that my daughter is innocent :" 
44 It would be of weight, and equivalent 
44 to a complete juftification : but with- 
44 out this, your oath, would be^ reckon- 
44 ed as nothing. Neither > father, nor 

, 4< mother, 
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** mother, nor brother, nor any other re- 
" lation, if not of the fecicty, can be 
4C admitted to defend a perfon accufcd be- 
* c fore the fecret tribunal. In the few m- 
• 4 fiances in which this liberty is allowed 
44 to the profane, it mud be a ftranger 
« -who takes, upon hi nv the talk; and then, 
44 in order that there may be time for fuch 
44 an one to appear, an interval of one and 
44 ttirenty days is appointed, between the 
44 firft and fecond meeting of the tri- 
" buna!.' 

44 4 You ailonHh me : replied I : * you 
* 4 fpeak of the affair as if you had been 
44 prefent. Am I right? Are you- really ?\. 
44 Walter interrupted me, wStih an air of 
44 diffatisfa&ion, without- anfwering my 
44 queftion ; but defired me to leasve him, 
44 and never to vifit him again, if I would 
44 not defift from fuch interrogations. 

44 On quitting him, I repaired to the 
44 houfe of count Wirtemberg. There, 
44 what you predi&ed, came 'to pafs: I 
44 was refilled admittance : yet fee thim I 
46 muft. To effeft this an expedient has 
44 occurred to me, by means of which 1 
44 have no doubt of obtaining accefc to 
44 him* You .know the gold chain. I gave 
44 you, when you entered the tenth year 
44 of your age.: if I could convey that 
44 chain to the count of Wirtembeifg, and 
44 recall to his memory certain circum- 

44 ftances, 
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" ftances, I fhould not be Tent from hi* 

€€ door. Give it me, it is at prefent of no 

• <c ufe to yon. It (hall be returned to you 

" in a manner more flattering than you can 

<c imagine You feem confufed ! 

" Have you loft it, my child? Was it 
*' deftioyed in the fire ? .. . . . Butno ; 
« your mother told me y when I mentioned 
" it, that it was faved, and that you had 
" it on when you went to the church . . . 
-«* Speak, Ida! what ami to think? .... 
" Believe me, the lofs of it would bfe of 
" more confequence than you are aware." 

"Oh! my father !" exclaimed Ida, agi- 
tated : " I . . . . My mother . . . . In- 
<c deed I have it not .... I gave it to 
cc Herman, when . . . ." 

" Imprudent girl ! You have been the 
" inflrumentof deftroying your own hap- 
" pinefs. . . . . And my wife !..... 
" How could flie permit it ? . . . . Herman 
<c then, is in poffeffion of that jewel! . . . 
" Oh ! where (hall I find him ! How (hail 
" I recover it from him! It might at this * 
" jun&ure Tave your life " 

Munfter gave way to his defpair, while 
Ida endeavoured in vain to appeafe him, 
: and implored his forgivenefs. She offered, 
him a ring, which fhe had received at the , 
fame time with the chain : but he refufed 
it, faying, that without the one, the other 
was ufelefs. Ida, bathed in tears, begged 
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him to explain to her this myfterious af- 
fair. He tore himfelf from her arms, and 
for the firft time in his life, quitted her 
with every mark of difpleafure. 

As it was impoffible for Ida to conceive 
the importance of fuch a trifle, (he foon 
thought no more of it, and regretted no- 
thing but having incurred the anger of 
her father, which fhe hoped at his next 
. vifit to remove. She well knew how much 
he loved her, and the power her prayers 
and tears had over him. In vain, how- 
ever, did flie that day expe£t him j in vain 
the two fucceeding ones. She then be- 
came impatient, and obtained permiflion 
. from the fuperior of the convent, who was 
her friend, to fend to the houfe at which 
he had taken up his abode, and inquire 
■#fter him. His apartment was fhut, and 
no one could give any information refpeft- 
ing him. She fent to Walter : his anfwer 
was, that the laft time Munfter called on, 
hin>, he had difmifled him a little unci- 
villy, at which he was probably offended, 
as he had not feen him fince. 

What alarming news for Ida! And furely 
' fhe needed no fre(h fubje&s of inquietude!^ 
Of the three weeks refpite which fhe had 
obtained, four days were now fpent, and 
the reft paffed away in like manner, in the 
midft of apprehenfion and dread, till {he 

laft 
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laft only remained, -and in this -Angle day 
was (he to procure,- what in all the othei'S 
fhe had been unable to ^md,incotttefl:iMe 
proofs of her innocence, or undergo the fad 
alternative of being irremediably condemn- 
ed to death. 3utige of the dreadful fituaft- 
on of this poor girt! It feemed as jf efrery 
thmgfromwhich fhejmight hopefor comfort 
was annihilated for ever. She had heard, 
that the emprefs was recovering her health : 
fte would Yam have perfuaded herfelf, that 
fhe knew nothing of hfer misfortune, or 
knew it but imperfe&ly : flie hoped, that, 
if {he could acquaint her with her ftory, 
fhe ftiould receive from her ail the.fuccouf 
Hhe wanted. But every attempt made by 
the nuns to obtain accefs to v Sophia proved 
ineffectual. At length, when the laft even- 
ing came, Idaw.as obliged to.coflfefs, that 
fhe had nothing to rely on but her inno- 
cence ; andfhe/was even at a.lofs in what 
way fhe ihou Id prefent, herfelf before her 
judges. Not to appear would have been to 
afl: contrary to her principles, .and injuri- 
ous to her honour : to repair unaccom- 
panied to the deftined fpot would have 
-been dangerous, and little compatible with 
female modefty. What then was to be 
done? A council was held on the occasion, 
and the worthy fuperior of the convent 
permitted Ida to fend for old Walter, and 
, requeft 
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requeft him to a&, on this occafion, as a 
father to the daughter of his friend. 

The old man appeared greatly difturbed 
t& this propofal. His colour changed, he 
would have fpoken, he Hammered, and at 
length, ftriking the "ground with his foot, 
-witb mirks of confiderable difpleafure, 
begged that they 'would not teaze him for 
an impoflibility. With *his he departed, 
and left Ida, as well as the nuns, in the 
greateft condemnation. 

They wept, they prayed, and midnight 
was faft approaching. Ida was left alone, 
while the reft of the community retired to 
the fuperior's apartment, in order to come 
to feme determination, 44 It is impoffible," 
faidthe good old lady 2 4C to abandon this 

44 poor girl in her prefent circuinftances. 
. 44 I would fwear by this image of the blef- 

45 fed Virgin, that fhe is innocent, and will 
44 be found fo. And Jhall we be fo cruel as 
44 to leave her expofed to dangers of ano- 
C4 ther kind ? She is handibme, as you an4 
* 4 I were in our youth. If the world be 
44 ft ill as it was in my time, fee is unfafe, 
•' however fhort may be the way: (he will 
44 fall into the hands of feme young liber- 
44 tine, and will be totally loft to our con- 
€< vent. What is to be done, fitters? Do 
«* you think it would be any violation of 
** our lioly rules to condu&fcer ourfelves 
** to the place appointed? I aad the four 

Vol. I. K 44 elder 
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* c elder nuns will ta^e on^ourfelves -the 

" charge, and " 

It was impofSble for thefuperior to finifli: 
a general acclamation interrupted her in the 
midil of herfpeech. The attachment thefe 
nuns had conceived for the lovely Ida, 
whom they confidfcred, I, know not why, as 
.one of their future fitters ; *>r perhaps the 
defire of once more fetting a foot put of 
the conven Vmade them diipute the prefe- 
rence which the fuperior wifhed on this 
occafion *to give to age: and, to preferve 
peace, ihe was obliged to let all the ftaid 
matrons, who formed the council, without 
a fingle exception, accompany her. In- 
•ftantly a general joy took place,, and a de- 
putation was fent to Ida, to inform her of 
the refolution taken by the community. 

This nurk, of friendship tranfported Ida, 
andinfpbed herewith fo lively a gratitude, 
that her lips feemed ready to pronounce a | 

vow which the nuns would have heard with ] 

pleafure. Indeed they fully reckoned upon ; 
it, and thought, that .nothing but fomc 
*mforefeen accident could prevent it. 

The .clock ftruck twelve; the church of 
8t. Bartholomew's was at a diftance; there j 

was no time to be loft; it was evep necefc ! 

fary to forego the folemn benedictibn, that * ) 
had been propofed to be received in the 
chapel of the convent, before embarking 
qn this important enterprise; a benedic- 
tion 
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tion fortunately foregone* as it might have 
led the pious Ida into fome indifcreet pro- 
mife of which fhe might have repented. 
In hafte they took their veils: in hafte they 
infpe&ed the cells of the younger nuns, 
that none of them might take it into their 
heads to trench on the privileges of their 
feniors : they traverfed the long galleries of 
the convent : the gate was opened, and 
with palpitating hearts they launched from 
the confines of thofe facred walls into a 
iinful wbrld. 

The heart of Ida equally palpitated. 
Guided by the light of the ftars, and ac- 
companied by thofe holy maidens, (he re- 
paired to the fpot to which fhe had before 
been conducted by her father* The fu- 
perior, by whofe fide fhe walked, dinned 
her ears with pious exhortations, and argu- 
ments of comfort ; but the filence obferved 
by Munfter, on her former forrowful 
journey, was much better adapted to her 
fituation ; anfi there was npthing'fhe would 
not willingly have given' at this moment, 
to have wept in quiet, and without inter- 
ruption. 

At length they arrvied at the appointed 
place. Her mafked condudtor, who was 
already there, was fomewhat embarraffed 
at fight of her numerous attendants ; yet 
the pf efence of the nuns feemed to make 
on him a favourable, impreflion. He fa« 
K 2 c luted 
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luted 'them with a profound btfw, jgaro 
Ida time to take leave of them, obligingly 
bffered her his right arm, and ttoefc retir- 
ed with her flowly,. awhile the eyes of the 
Jiuns followed them with no fmall curio- 
■lity. tVten they arrived at the comer of 
the ftreet, and her sondu&or, as before, 
covered her head with a veil, fee again 
jperceived, that his left hand 'Was 'wanting* 
**< Ah J" faid Ida : "Why do you wife to 
* c _, conceal ftbm me, that you are Waiter i 
" It wpuldbe fo jconfolatory to be affured 
* c that Hrti in the hands of a brave and 
" Worthy man, and not in *thofe of a 
* c ftraiiger !*• A murmur of dMktisfo£Kon 
was the fole anfwe* fee received. They 
^rere both filent, and they arrived much 
fooiier than bjefore at the place of their de- 
stination, ' 

The fpot to ^tfhiCh fee was this time 
-conduced feemed different from the for- 
mer. Its canopy was the fame, the ftarry 
heavens: but it did not appear to be en- 
circled with lofty Walls ; on the contrary, 
the eye was unbbftfu&ed 6ti every jide, for 
the little way it could penetrate, except 
that On that by Ivhich they arrived were 
thick birihea, which probably furrotmded 
the whole place, but were imperceptible 
on account of their dift'ance." Ida perceiv- 
ed^ that the grouftd on which fee walked 
%as tjirf j andfroia nations rireutnftancfcs 

fee 
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ibe conje&ured bexfelF to be ia % wood r 
with which (he was not wholly un^cquaint* 
ed. PolTibly fhe was not miftaken> for 
there is wplate^ as a writer of thefe, time* 
informs us, in whkh tbeffjfaint of the fc» 
crtt tribunal might not be held, provided & 
*yere private amfauvefromfurprize*. 

This fecond affembly was Full as nuwr-* 
eus, as the firft* h^t it wa& kfs diftinguiftu- 
able, and perhaps e^eq mors fUefct. Xh^ 
beU gave the aeeuftoroed fig*v*l>, and tb$ 
voice ^hich. Id* had already heard* thai 
graclairoad :- 

* We, the fervajat* of the iavifibie 
" God* who' judges -kufecretr, turn- to the 
* four qi^ter* o$the; glob^ audi call pa 
** the defender Qf tte vqvtfed fcta: -agr 
" PS3*1 appeal"' 

This fwirewna wa* three tinws repeat* 
ad* The fcene became more luminous y 
and Ida. was ftepping forward without 
Wn& called^ when her conductor (aid tc) 
hfff i« * lw voice : " rep^ain where yw 
u ftjfti jQUo. hia^e tQ -day nothing to aQr 

" fw*" 

Ida, then viewed ^ith more tranquilli- 
tythsfit terrible lyfitaaow perfwage* ; aa 
mingled (estfpieatoF Hoj^ rod joy filled 
her hwt* wd pr^fejitfy was elevated to 

ttW%Q|t, ^beo,i rf<fp"tiw *WM fummon*, 
* %ur* ftqwAfow^, wtfkfd Ute the 
QtkfJW* M «f ft> wWk a fi9^ that the 
K.3, young. 
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young prifoner could not help preferring 
him to all the aflembly. 

The champion of innocence flowjy ad- 
vanced, and placing himfelf before the 
feat of the chief of the tribunal: " Be- 
" hold," faid he 5 " the defender x>f in- 
" nocence: put me to death if Ida be 
" guilty," * 

The caufe was opened. * The queftibns. 
already put to Ida were one by one re- 
peated ; but flie he^rd them not with the 
fame terror as at firft ; for the ftrangef 
appeared competent to anfwer them, and 
fhe believed herfelf perfe&ly juftified. But 
her judges were not fo eafy to be convinc- 
ed. The adventure of the lock of hair, 
which, in thofe days of ignorance, appear- 
ed fo fufpicious a, circumftance, was ftill 
undenied ; the words me had uttered on 
the fybjeft, to the young princds of Ra- 
tihor, were equally difproved, and leftifi- 
ed ftrongly againft her. The emprefs be- 
fide was ftill not wholly recovered, and 
Herman, of Unna, whom Ida was accufed 
of having affaffinated, it was aflerted, was 
no where to be found. 

The champion of Ida demanded that 
they fhould wait the recovery of Sophia, 
before they "proceeded to pafs fentence, 
fince if the prifoner were guilty, the prin- 
cefs could give much more dirett infor- 
mation on the fubjeft, than had hitherto ' 

been 



[ 
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Seen offered : but this demand was reject- 
ed. As to the complaint refpe&ing the 
murder of Herman,, he offered inftantly to 
produce proofs of its falfhood. But o» 
this headfilence was impofed on him, and 
he was ordered to confine himfelf to the 
principal charge, that- of forcery. Cor* 
fciousofthe difficulty, not to fay impo'- 
Ability of completely refuting fuch an ac- 
cufetion,. he kept' a melancholy filence, 
which filled the mind of Munfter's daugh- 
ter with alarm and terror.* 

Recovering himfeif, however, he at 
length faid : " I am aware of the danger 
" of myfituation**, I am aware, that no 
44 one. can engage. in. the, defence of a 
44 perfon' arraigned before this tribunal, 
44 without expofing himfelf to the fame. 
44 punifhment as the culprit, if he be found 
w guilty. Be it fo ; here lam: put me 
<"■ to death if -there be no fafety for Ida: 
: u but I call Heaven and earth to witnefs, 
44 that Ihe is innocent. Tremble ye judges! 
44 her blood will find avengers : fhe is not 
44 the daughter of an obfcure citizen ; , ihe 
44 is the daughter of a prince/' 

Inftantly a murmur pervaded the whole .. 
aflembly. . The greater part charged him 
with having invented this fable in order 
to protraft the trial. In confequence it 
was determined, that he fhould be con- 
futed till he proved his affertiori, and he 
K4 wasti 
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was immediately feized.— " Oh ! tb^y will 
" kill, they will mqrder him !" exclaim-? 
ed Ida : and, as fhe uttered thefc wrds, 
the whole aflembly appeared to fwim be- 
fore her eyes in a thick mift, the lights 
difappeared, her ears rung with fearful no** 
fes, and fhe funk fofifelefe on the ground. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

BY degrees Ida recovered from her 
fwoon. Day had begun to appear* The 
adventures of the preceding night feem- 
ed a dream to hen She looked round 
and found herfelf under the portico of 
St. Bartholomew's. She raifed herfelf 
upon her knees, and would have gotten 
upon her feet; but Ihe was unable* In 
one of the four ftreets a man approached, 
whom* (he perceived to be Walter* She 
ileetched out her arms and called to him 
as loudly as her ftrength would permit. 
He haftciied to her afliftance. u Come," 
faid he, " let me conduft you to your con- 
u vent. But I had ahjioft forgotten to 
6i afc, what has brought you hither ?"— 
" Alas! do you not then remember," 
laid Ida, whofe recolleftion now began to 

return, 



«tunv " do you not remember the events 
" that have juft prffedj f for furely yap, 
** we*e preftnt aa well ♦ as myfclf P 

f * Talk mt to ma fthna incoherently. 
« Afk not fact* ufekfa cpeftknif >V replied 
Waiter, with feme (Jsfplflafara. ^ : ^ e t a* * 
** begone* Before way one feet fp her*. 1 * 

• <* Ht^eas^' exefcijaed Ida, "what 
** will become of me ? Oh, teB me what : 
^ I am to da! you. )at*vr my unhappy 
** fituatiqa ; you- Kraowtshatifty toft hopeg* 

* arc now aiauhUatedJ >v 

"Walter tob fileat; ami mediated fer 
£0015 time how he fhould afi. But he 
feew, that, to porfaim hk part with fide- 
lity, he rauft pretend not t6 underftaad 
her* .. 

I^a bc&ught him to have pity oa Iitfc£~ 
a©d to behei friend 2 adding, ** you c^p 
** beft advife me, for you ?$1 neve* ct* r 
" vince me thai yem are not aequaiatacM 
^~Mfith ewry ciieumftaoce titqt ha* taken 
«P place.'* At tl^k Walter gjew inpatient. 
She appealed t<* the defceieaey arf his kft ; 
fcand, a* * proof *hat hr*aa her aowduc- 
tor. He to hi* diejfe, whtefchw*j|*> re*- 
fefnfe&riee tcutha* worn by die xwa in the 
mafc. fete fewipg &? gxeafcr A*h}e*b of; 
di^^tuxie, m* at Itmgih fttetf , aid th^y 
^frvroi at th» totarot. 

Fw wo*Jd tdrawatfhfl^tgfcJiiyeBpv^ 
$Hmjmmmm wh**k&*3»wiR M»after 
K5; - *»* 
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was received by the Urfuiines, who ex- 
pected not to fee her otherwife than ho- 
nourably acquitted. At firft they were 
offended that the tribunal had not more 
favourably treated a perfon, to whom they 
had paid fuch diftiriguiflied marks of re- 
fpe&. By degrees, however, doubts crept 
into their mind ; and .they began to alk 
one another, . whether. Ida were really as 
im^ocent as they had fuppofed her. From 
vthat moment (he experienced, riegleft; 
they endeavoured not toconfole her, they 
went hot to converfe with her in folitude, 
.and foon things were carried fo far, that 
old Walter, who daily vifited the parlour, 
was her only refource. 
, Ida was at a lofs what to think. She 
r felt how alarming was her fituarion ; and 
.yet were her thoughts {till more occupied 

- by the ftr anger who had appeared before 
: the tribunal in her defence. 

'I 6 Do you not. fufpe&,'* faid fhe to 

Walter, " that it was my father ?"•— WaU 

' \ ter (hook his. head.-- a Who was it then ? 

** who could it be ?"-«-" I know not." — 

- " Q Walter I I conjure you tell me. ' You 
* f . know : I am fure you do/* — " Do you 
« wifli, by talking thus, to ^rive me from 

- ?..yntu?"— **' Qh ! no: but promife me, 
„*' at'leaft, that you will befriend my ge- 

4( nerous, my uhfortunite defender ; and 
-*< that you will feek to difcover what is 

w become 
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■" become of my father."— " Your father I 
* c Do you know then who your father is V 9 
Ida looked at him with aftonifhment, and 
repeated her demand : and Walter, per- 
ceiving that (he had not attended to what 
. the ftranger had faid refpeding her birth, 
but Hill believed herfelt the daughter of 
Munfter, again relapfed into his my fieri- - 
-©us taciturnity* . , • 

Ida began to-weep, reproaching the old > 
. man with cruelty. . Drawn by this charge 
from this filence, he begged her to be 
calm, and of good courage, as it was pro- 
bable her- fate - would foon undergo a 
.change- 

, . " See my . prediction accomplifhed V* 
faid he to her one morning that he came 
earlier than ufuai to vifit her. 

Ida had already feen too many placards' - 
of the fecret tribunal, not to know, at the 
firft glance, that, the paper he held in his 
hand was one ; but' notwithftanding the 
agreeable manner in which it was prefent- 
ed, fhe feared taperufe it, and Walter. 
was obliged to read it to her. It contain- 
ed ... . imagine, dear reader^ the tranfport 
of Ida . . . .it* contained a folemn declara- 
tion of her innocence, and a general ac- 
quittal from every charge exhibited againft 
hey. Joy now produced on her the effeft 
Ae had fo often experienced from grief. 
JlecQvered from. her fainting, (he a thou- 

fand- 
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fend times afked if it were indeed true ; 
if they were not deceiving her.— The hap- 
py news foon fpread, and immediately fee 
w^ts furroundwi by nuns, who loaded 'her 
with compliments, aflurances of friend- 

, fcip, and entreaties never to quit the con- 
vent, but to fpend the remainder of her 
life in their tranquil abode, Ida had not 
forgotten that the day before fhe had been 
given to underftancf, that, as her inno- 
cence was not acknowledged, her re(U 
dtence in the convent could not be of long 
duration ; but fee was too happy to think 
of refentmg ft. She repMed therefore to 
their civilities with her wonted goad-na- 
ture, though fee was refolved inreantly to 
quit a houfe, the inhabitants of which 
could pafs fo eafily from one extreme to 
the other, 

At this moment 4he was informed that 

# there was a coach at the gate of the con- 
vent, which had orders to convey her to 
the houfe of count Wirtemberg. 

It was patural for Ida to fuppofe, that, 
her jtiftification being known, the former 
frieodfhip of thofe who had abandoned 
her in her misfortune would revivfe ; and 

- it was highly pleafing to her to find that 
the count of Wirtemberg, who had ahwiys 
treated her with marks of attachment, was • 
pne of the firft to think of her on 4hts oe- 

.cq£pxu She haftened therefore to the 

coach, 



HfefeftfAtf OP UNNA. %%t 

coach, and amufed her fancy en the way 
with & thoufend agreeable reveries* She 
hoped to find, at* Wirtemberg's houfe, her 
fethgr and her unknown defender, aid \o 
be reftored hf the coun* to the favour 
ef the empreft. She hoped a thoufaiid 
things befide: for what indeed will not 
young perfons hope, who are prone to 
confider the fiighteft (mile of fortune as 
an infallible earneft of the meft figri&t 
favours ? 

Every thing feemed to indicate that Ida 
would not be whoHy deceived m her ex- 
pectations. She faw the old eotmt of 
Wirtemberg haften to meet her, and clafp 
her in Ms arms, with an ardour, that 
would have appeared ftrange, if in htr 
'prefent fixation fhe had had time to re- 
flet. The count led her to his clofet, 
through a crowd of courtiers, who^bowed 
to the ground to falute her as file paffed. 
Having, (hut the door : * Ida, my dear 
# * Ida I" cried he, preffi&g her in his arms, 
* my heart did not deceive me \* % 

The timidity of our heroine was alarm- 
ed at thefe Ir/ely teftimonies of afeftion j, 
and ^engaging her feif from his eftibrace* 
fee fell on her knees before him. 

« My lord, 14 laid foe, « the flattering 
<* reception with which yet* honour me, 
** jfhe goodnefe with which you cdnde- 
4< fesnd to ihtereft yourfelf in my hapffr- 

" nefs, 
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" neft, lead me to believe that you wiH 
" not refufe . to carry it ; one degree ftr- 
" ther, that my .happinefs may, be. com- - 
M pletew. I wifh,. my lord, te fee my de- 
'• liverer - 9 that I may thank him : I wifh 
ct alfp to fee my father whom I have loft. . 
c< The fir ft I imagine can be at no great 
*' diftance, and to find the latter will be 
iC% no difficult talk: ta a prince, fo powerful « 
" as you." 

" Thy deliverer ! thy father ! M replied 
the count ; " behold them both in the 
" fame perfon." — Id^t looked round and 
perceived herfelf alone, with the count, . 
who preffed hex again to his bofom* She 
looked at Jiim with.- furprife, and dared ■" 
not return his caneffes. — " Thou does not 
" believe me ! thy heart, fpeaksr not for 
44 me ! I am thy father. Behold this or- 
* 4 nament, which has difcovered to me • 
" the fecret of thy birth." 

Ida perceived in the hands of the eounfc : 
the chain (he had formerly given to Her- 
man^ and the recolle&ion of her lover 
ferv'ed ftill more to^confound her ideas . 
refpe&ing things whicM were not*, to her, 
eafily comprefeenfibk. 

The count took pity on her embarsafs- 
ment. 4C You ftill have doubts," cried he : ■ 
44 I.muft convince you;" And ringing 
a bell, the door opened, antf Munfter en- 
tered. 

Neither • . 
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Neither Munftef nor the count had 
time to utter a fyllable ; for ftie inftantly 
ran to throw herfelf into the arms of the 
venerable old man, exclaiming : " O my 
44 father ! do I indeed fee you again ? f> — 
44 No, madam, 5 * anfwered Munfter, tak* 
ing her by the hand, and leading her to 
the count, who was at the other end of 
the apartment, and whofe looks exprefled 
diflatisfaftion : 44 No, , madam, that ho- 
44 nour is too great for me ; you are the 
44 daughter of this prince. I was only 
44 your fofter-father, or rather to fpeak 
44 the truth, a ravi&er, a robber. Behold, 
",my lord,** continued he, placing the 
left hand of Ida into the right hand of the 
count, "a new teftimony of the truth 
44 of whit I have told you. This^ hand 
4< ftill bears the mark bellowed on her 
44 when fhe firft faw the light, and the 
4C ring alfo which you fee cannot fail to 
44 call to your remembrance that amiable 
44 confort, to whom the birth of your 
,44 daughter coft her life."— 44 Ah 1 I need 
44 no other proofs,?* replied the icount, 
44 than the proofs I feel in my heart, and 
44 thofe features, fo perfectly refembling 
44 her mother's, that I cannot conceive 

: 44 how I have fo long been blind to them. 
44 Yet certain it is, that I have ever beea 

• * 4 drawn -towards her by ant irrefiftible 
44 fympathy* You know, my child, the 

44 emotions 
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<* - emotion* that trro excited in me tthen . 
w I fttft heatd ypwn^ine, and the prtffe— 
* tones with wiricb I hairedttti^iiiflMd^ 
** jou frtn your &nqw»tdfle, in fpke of 
c * yow enewiee/* ' 

Joy (acceded to tfce aftpniflbnenl of Icfe— 
Prcfotly ft* faw kerfetf drawn irrefiftiWy / 
towards count Ercrard; ftie feH on his - 
Back, found whkh fee threw o^ra^ 
vhik fie held out theother t© Mu&ftor who * 
ma ft ill too dear for anyone to cfactm pre-- 
cedenc* to him a her heart. When the firftir 
tfApfperts were over, Ida. requefted amex- 
fdwation of tbi^myftery^ which. the reader 
perhaps k equally impatient to learn. But 
»fcf>W cat it be given fatisfaftorily araidft 
. the twmifc of a thoufand different paf- - 
foes} We wilt chiife therefore, with' thy 
fowe* dear reader, feme calmer moment to 
impart tatbee the various rircumftanoes of/ 
fc> cgrppficated an creitf. 

Ida perceived with regret, rih at Muafter- 
W&6 far left efteemed • by the. count than, 
by he*fel£ The count regarded tmaas a 
robber who had ftoie&frnnp him bis child ; : 
Ida as bar guardiaa, her faithful rounfeL* 
tor, bar p? ojc^ftor \vhe& abandoned fay all: 
the worbtbefide* Coujtf: Evsrard w&* jea- - 
feus of the caarefles (he heftbwsedi on him ; . 
while Ida could nrt forget that flia bto& fa • 
]p*g catted faiai by the endowing manve of . 

be 
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be cojifefled ; and Aire I am that many of 
my readers will be at a Jofs to comprehend 
how the pleafure of finding herfelf the 
daughter of a prince could fail to oblite- 
rate in her every other fentiment. 

Still there remained in the breaft of our 
heroine one defire unfetisfied, and which 
prevented her from fully enjoying the tef* 
timonies (he received of paternal affettion. 
She had often enquired after her defender,, 
and fhown an eagernefs to fee him, calling 
him her faykwr* and expreffing towards 
him the warmeft gratitude : and as oftea 
had the count allured her that flie owed het 
fafety folely to himfelf. This indeed (he- 
believed from the proofs that were given 
her ; but it did not prevent her from aflring, 
continually new queftions refpe&ing the 
generous ftranger, who hadunqueftion?felj 
been the fir ft inftrument in effecting her 
deliverance. 

to the count feemed aveffe to giving; 
her the defired information, fhe ceafed to 
urge him, and endeavoured to conceal her 
difiatisfo&ion, that fhe might not appear to> 
repay with ingratitude the afie&ion fliown 
her by her new father. Munfter, who, at 
the requeft. of Ida, had been permitted to 
remain in the apartment, was filent and re- 
ferved> fearful of exciting the jealoufy of; 
the count v and the count found the ca- 
*ei)fe$ of his daughter cpld in comparifon 

- with 
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with what he expe&ed; Thus they parte* 
for the night, pleafed with having efcaped" 
paft dangers, and looking forward to new 
enjoyments ; though the fenfations they 
felt were not altogether unmixed with bit- 
ternefs, 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

IDA received brdersno more to quit the 
houfe of her father, and was conduced to 
her chamber; happy- at length to be able to 
feppfe herfelf, and colledt her-fcafctered 
ideas, after a day of fuch extraordinary 
adventures. She foon difmiffed h^r attend- 
ants, and Sung herfelf dreffed as (he was* 
into a chair, to refledta new on the inci- 
dents that had happened to her in fo flior t 
a fpace of time. A gentle noife at the door 
interruped her meditations, and inftantly 
a man mads his appearance, ' At firft fhe 
was alarmed, and would have fled and called 
her fervants : but the perfoo who entered 
fell at her feet, laid hold of her gowity and 
with a voice that penetrated heriamoft 
foul, fupplicated her for a moment to liften 
to him. — " What voice do I hear?" ex- . 
claimed' I<kfc; 4< whom do I fee !....• 
« Herman ! O Hene&si . . . ." 

w Yes,, 



cc 
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" Yes, princefs, it is Herman. You 
fee him compelled to be rafli, to. be im- 
portunate. But he muft fpeak to you 
" now, or forega. the hope of it for ever." 
Saying this, he gently ftnit the door, and 
approached Ida, who flood refting with 
her hand on a table, experiencing at once 
the oppofite fentimenta.of uneafinefs and 
joy, and not knowing how to aft, 

A young woman faratfiarifed with the 
cuftomar^ ceremonials of virtue, would 
have been offended at the ftep taken by 
Herman, or at leaft would? have appeared 
fo to be* To be alone with a, lover at mid- 
night, and the door fliut, was fqrely enough 
to taint with fufpjcion the moft unble- 
mifhed reputation: but. Ida, in the firfl 
tranfpom of her joy, thought not of con T 
fequences like thefe. Bending towards 
Herman, who had emj>rac$d her< knees 
Ihe held out her arms, then fuddenly drew 
them, back, confufed and blulhing. The 
young knight too well.gueffed her inteiir 
tion, not to avail himfelf of it. He took 
courage therefore, and folded her in his 
arms; but difiatisfied with her conduft, (he 
foon difengaged.herfejf, and ran to a door, 
which led ihe fuppofed to* the apartment 
of her women. Herman followed her, 
and they found themfelves in a balcony, 
beyond which they could not pafs. 

<« AM 
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* Ah! danot fly ftom me!" laid he^ 
" do not reduce, me to defpair I i mud- 
4 * fpeak to you, and I hope you have fuffi- 
'*• cient confidence in me to beHeve, thatr 

* I would not have fought you at fitch an* 

* hour, had I any other means of inform^ 
M ii^ you.ofwhatitisabfiatuitelyncceflaryv 
** you ihottW know, befwe.alongaiid pec- 
* c Haps eternal reparation-" 

* An eternal reparation !" faid Ida in- 
terrupting him, andcafting her* eye* on: 
the ground. 

** Yes, an eternal fepa*at£on from hfan». 
** whom once you. looked on, with an eye 
4i of favour. And 'has your exbaltation: 
44 fi> fpeedily changed your featimeats?*** 

" Herman," excfaimedJda, in the mpft. 
empaffiwed tone, " you know me not* 
H Changed ! changed with refpeft to him, 
" who, when, I to& fi* much his inferior* 
** loved me. fa 

«' Say fo ardently, fb tenderly," conti- 
nued the youth, finding hcr.hefitate; "and* 

* who, were you fovereign.of the 'world* 
** could not Jove you. other wife than* he; 
u loved you when Ida Manlier ; when . . .** " 

" Stop :?* faid th« princefc,, with a look 
*f feverity. 4I Regard to my honour re- 
«* quire?, that your vifit fhouid be as ihort 

* as poffiblei leave thiYfuhje&, therefore,. 
** and haften to tell me that which you fay. 
" k tufa neccffary I. fhould .know." 

Herman 
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Herman obeyed. They feated them- 
felves in the balcony , which commanded a 
fine profpeft over a retired garden* then 
enlightened by the nteon, a&d he thus 
began : 

"It is incumbent uponme to warn you 
*' not to confide t©o fecwrely in your pre- 
" font happinefs. You faw what happened 
* c to me, when I undertook your defence 

** before the fecret tribunal " 

" What!" exclaimed Ida, « c was it you, 
** that would bave died for me? You, 
* c that rifked every thing to lave me, when 
** abandoned by all the world befideg? O 
*< Heavens ! ihall I ever be capable • . .^ ? 

" " No neveri" A flood of tears then fell 
from her eyes : Ihe raifed her "hands to 
Heaven, and cad on Herman a look, that 
forcibly expreflcd the emotions of her 
lieart. 

" You did not know kthen ? You were 
** not informed of it? ... In this I clearly 
44 perceive the chara&er of the <:©unt : 
" and you fee what we have . ♦■ . pardon 
" me, I n>eant to fay . , \ * fchat I have to 
4t expeft from him." 
" You muft sell me, Herman, every 

v " thing that has patted, from the moment 
*< of our reparation. The night is long ; 
44 we are alone $ nobody will interrupt 
« us." 

, Ma 
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Ida feemed totally to have forgotten 
what fhe had faid a minute before, that 
regard to her honour required his vifit to 
be brief, and Herman had no great defire 
of reminding her of it. 

" When I took leave of you, at Mun- 
u fler's," refumed our h'ero, " or rather, 
" when you had quitted me, cruel as ap- 
" peared to me the neceffity offeparating 
" myfelf from every thing I held dpar 
** in the world, there yet remained for 
u me another fevere ftroke, to be in- 
" flifted by her, whom you called your 
" mother. - It was fhe who gave me. the 
u firft intimation of what you have lately 
"" learnt, and of which no one is now ig- 
" norant; that it was not without reafon 
" you pofleffed that dignity of mien, that 
" announces exalted rank; and that you 
<c really were, what you appeared to be, the 
" daughter of a prince. The hafte in 
** which fhe was obliged to impart 10 me 
" this fecret, and the prefence of Munfter, 
<c who narrowly watched us, prevented 
<c my hearing the name of the happy 
" mortal, who had a right to call you 
" "his daughter ; and thus I found myfelf 
u more uncertain than ever of what I had 
" to hope. But we are ever ready to 
" flatter ourfelves ; and, I confefs, how- 
" ever by birth you might be exalted 
• " above m$, that 1 was not deterred from 

relying * 
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relying -on my courage r and my fword, 
which I trufted would one day enable 
me to look up to the daughter of a 
prince with confidence. Vaft projects 
: then opened to my mind : Moft myfelf 
an revery, and forgot every thing,; fo 
1 that I was at fome diftance from Prague 
: when J recollefted the requeft of your 
' fuppofed mother, the good Mrs. Mun- 
1 fter, who, when fhe bid me adieu, had 
: lirged me to remain another day, in or- 
'- der to fecond a ftep fhe meant to un- 
1 dertake in your favour with the em- 
f peror.^ I returned to Prague; thence 
1 repaired to Com adfbourg ; and. thence 
1 to numerous other places, to which I was 
c fent by perfons who were playing the 
f fool with me. I could meet with the 
c emperor no -where. My unexpe&ed 
c return, after having formally taken 
' leav,e, and the ajixTety I difplayed, ex- 
' cited curiofity, and expofed me to ma- 
' licious remarks. The not being able 
4 to acquit myfelf .better, and with lefs 
'delay, of an affair that related to you, 

* urged me to defperation. It might have 

* concerned your birth, which poffibly 
4 Mrs.Muafter wifhed to reveal; it might 
c have required the utmoft promptitude; 

* I was altogether in ignorance of what 
c was to be done ;' and my extraordi- 

* nary behaviour occafioned probably the 

" ftrange 
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** ftrange report which was circulated ol* 
u my being'bereft ofmyfenfes: a report 
•* which I firft heard from the fecret tri- 
* c bunal, when it was alledged as one of the 
* accufations agairift you. 

** I imagined I had ftill one friend at 
** court, and of him I at length obtained 
•* an audience.. He advifed me to de- 
%€ part from the country with fpeed, as 
*< my life was not in fafety, and affured 
'" me, that he would difcharge my com- 
" million as faithfully as I could do it 
" myfelf. I have firice learnt, that this 
** was intended to frighten me, in order to 
€i keep me from the court, as the em- 
** peror, from whom at firft my return had 
4 * been concealed, having at length heard 
** of it, expreffed a wifli to fpeak with me. 
** I had long been envied the feeble tc- 
4C mains of the favour I once enjoyed with 
** him; and the eager purfuers of his 
** fmiles feared, that I fhould regain my 
** former influence, if I made my appear- 
" ance anew. They fought, therefore, to 
+' drive me away, by the pretence, that 
** there was a defignagamft my life; and, 
•* to put an end to the queftions of Win- 
• c ceffaus, concerning me,theyfpread a re- 
« c port of my death, which you know paf- 
" fed for certain even with the judges of 
+* the fecret tribunal who pretend, to be 
w ignorant of nothing. 

4 * ci I was 
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u J was thus induced to refume my 
44 journey towards the court of king Sigif- 
44 mohd. There I found my old friend, 
44 Nicholas Gara, the Hungarian general, 
44 under . whom I had ferved agaihft the 
44 rebels of Prague, but -the extent of 
44 whofe power I now firft learned. With 
44 joy lite received me into his fuit. The 
44 court of Hungary was preparing for a 
44 waT againtt the Turks. Sigifmond had 
44 16ft his confort, the good queen Mary, 
44 who was exceedingly beloved, and with , 
44 her more than half the afFe&ionsr of his 
44 people. He was fufpe&ed even, by bis 
44 ill-treatment, or at lead by his want of. 
44 kindnefs,of having occafioned her death. , . 
44 He was hated: the debaucheries of his, 
44 court were made the fubje&s of thepaf- 
44 quinades; they ftyledbim a fecond Win- 
44 cefluas; and though, as 1 then believed, 
44 he defervedbut in part thefe reproaches, 
44 he found himfelf under the rieceffity of 

endeavouring to obliterate fuch unpleaf- 

ing impreflions by fome fplendid at- 
"■ chievements that would add luftre to 
44 his reputation. A war againft the in- 
46 fidels he confidered as the fureft way xrf 
44 attaining his purpofe, and in confequeiice 
44 he refohred to unite with' thofe whq 
44 had fworn themfelves enemies to'ih^ 
44 ftandard of Mohammed. 

Vol. I. L ' « What 
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" What, a pfQ.fpefr ipr, oae whpfe akn 
" was bent on glory* in. order to merit 
" Ida! What Jaurel&cUd I not hope to. 
c * gather, to whajt heights did I not aSpire,. 
Ci that 1 might raife rayf^lf^ce^ialnxaid, 
<c to. an equality with thee! No griace I. 
" thought \y outdjhefitate tp . chpofe me. for 
cf hjs fon*in-Taw,. when* covered with the* 
*• blood* of the infidels* and enriched with* 
" their fpoils^I returned, to the court of. 
cl Sigifmond, to fill tjie tyrilliant o&qes,. 
* c with which my Vanity,, teLyinft on. the^ 
<c .attachment of my friend Gara* flattered- 
€€ my imagination* And perhapa thefe* 
<c hopes would haye. been realifed* had: I 
<c been willing blindly- to. clofe with the. 
* fi projefts oi this general, who had every. 
" thing in hfs difpofal. 

* c Our march was begun* and we jojjaed. 
*' the enemies .of the, grand feignior. We 
" attacked him vi§orouily,.performed pro- . 
** digies of valom?,. yet feldom. came off; 
** conquerors. Some, malignant deity. 
cc feemed to reign oyer our fate,, and. to* 
cr {hatch vi&ory from out hands, even.at^ 
*' the moment we f thqught it fecure. 
. ~ <c , Our ill fuccefs was afcribed tp the fe- 
*' . cret crimes of the king ; and the genexaL 
" feemed to countenance* fuch feditious- 
c * clifcpurfef I had good reafan before to 
if fufped, that Gara endeavoured to de- 
Cf t f^^tthe defigns of his mafter by fecreriy 

" favouring 
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** ftmsuvidg the enemy. My Aifytdoa 
ci was converted into certainty, when he 
«* difcfofeik to me tfce hatred he bore the 
** king, and attempted to detach me from 
«* his intereft* He was the eldeft fon of 
«* old: Nicholas Gara, whom Sigifniottd 
<* had formerly beheaded. He therefore 
<* breathed nothing but vengeance againft 
<* the murderer of has father y nor could 
•«*• Sigtfewnd have been guilty of a greater 
** imprudence* thaa to commit to one of 
** the foils of die deceafed* ike fupreme 
i# power over the army, and to the other, 
<* A»drew Gara* the regency of the reaWn 
>' during his abfenee* But the principal 
** features in/Sigifmonri , & chara&er are 
41 opennefs, magnanimity,, and impru- 
** dince^ He delights tairtake reparation 
cf for his- faults, and he loaded h^s enemies 
4 * with honours* thinking thereby to ren- 
<• der them ftb frtends. The ill intentions 
** of the. general became to me daily. more 
c< evident. I loved the king with all my • 
" foul ; and I: (hewed Gara, without dif- 
** guife, the horror I felt at his propofa! 
M to affift: him in dethroning his. maften 
'* Had not my yotrth and inexperience 
" blinded me, I had, at the commeace- 
* c merit of our acquaintance, Efficient rea* 
M foas to fufpeQr his integrity. ' Was it 
" not he, wh^had fozcperiy dared to jufti- 
L 2 " fy 



226 HERMAN OF T7NNA. 

" fy Winceflaus for his execrable murder 
4C of the principal inhabitants of Prague ! 

" I concealed not from Gara the opi- 
u riion I conceived of him. My fincerity 
€C difpleafed him^ he grew cool towards 
€i me ; imputed to me imaginary faults ; 
" ceafed to promote me ; went even fo 
<c far as to take from me the offices I held, 
" to beftow on me others inferior to them 5 
* c and at length I received permiffion to 
" quit the army. As it was however but 
** a permiffion, not an order, I paid no 
" regard to it, choofing rather to ferve my , 
€i king in the capacity of a common fol- 
" dier, than cowardly to leave him in the 
<c hands of his enemies. Heavens ! how 
" much did I wifli to inform him of the 
*' perfidy that was hatching againft him ! 
" But how was it to he done ? All his 
<c fteps, as well a$ mine, were watched % 
€€ he had alfo been prejudiced againft me ; 
" and it was impoffible for me to fpeak to 
*' him in private. 

" Meanwhile I (hall ever retain the pleaf- 
* c ing remembrance of having had it in 
" my power to render him a fignal fervice, 

before my deftiny feparated me from 

him. According to cuftom, we had 
* 4 fought bravely againft the infidels, with- 
** out obtaining the vi&ory. To lo£e the 
" battle was unavoidable, for fo it pleafed 
" Nicholas Gara. The duke of Burgun- 

" dy 
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** dy had already fallen into the hands of 
** the Turks, and a fimilar fate threatened 
" the king. His attendants had deferted 
<c him, and left him engaged in fingle 
" combat with the valiant Achmet, who 
" was far his fuperior. I had received 
M orders from the general to retire, and 
*-' repair to another port. But I was deaf 
u to his command, colle&ed twenty loyal 
" Hungarians, and extricated Sigifmond 
w from his perilous fituation. 

c * How did I regret, that I was obliged 
** almoftthe fame inftant to quit him! 
" But love called me, and I was unable 
to refift the fummons. The danger you 
ran, dear Ida, had reached my ears : I 
u felt the neceffity of faving you, and the 
" attachment I bore my king yielded to 
" the more-powerful fentiment with which 
w you had infpired me. I left Sigifmond, 
" however, in the prote&ion of fuch faith-' 
" ful fubje&s that no one durft openly at- 
" tempt any thing againft his perfon. I 
" would have taken this opportunity of 
" informing him of the fhares that were 
" fpread for him, had he been capable of 
" liftening to me ; but, he was grievoufly 
" wounded, .and had a considerable fever, 
" which affe&ed his bram. In confe- 
" quence I charged his loyal attendants 
". to communicate to him what I could 
" not, and withfpeed.I repaired to you : 
L3 ".-.to 
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** . . . to you, whom J knew to-bfe *bueaten- 

* fid by the pitilefe arm <©£ the fearst tri- 

* hunal." 

44 May I afc," faid <*he .priaeefs, iwer- 

* mpring him., " how* at fo great a dif- 

* taace, you heard of any misfortune?" 

" It is a circumftance I do oat yet fully 
** underftand jnyfetf: hoitfever, I will ex- 

* plain it to you as xvell as T can. You 
«* doubtlefs xememher old Aodrew, whom 
<c Munfter gave me fox my efquice, ^» my 
** departure from Prague ?" 

" Certainly I da There were more 
•* perfoos tfian one m our houfe who re- 
*< joiced at the circumftan.ee, as it freed 
4< them from the kifpe&ian of a vigilant 
" fpy, whom jiothiag efcaped. Me you 
^ ** affuredly will not raflk in the number 
** of the perfons who hated him : <m the 
" contrary, I efteemed him for his fide- 
" lity ; though, I confefs, his Simplicity 
*< was fp fingul&riy contirafted with traits 
u of apparent iart and cnna«g, v&ch 
u fometimes <efcapcd him for want of at- 
" tention, thai I was at a leifs what to 
« think of him." 

** I made myfelf preeifdy the fame re* 
c * mark, on his condmft, aad lie gave me 
" a thousand occafiaas for repeating them. 
M Yoii fcaH hear i>y what extraordinary 
" means he became the primary caufe of 
• ' my fudden appearance before you* and, 

" if • 



*' if I may be permitted to to fay, of your 
•** deliverance. 

'*« We were arming for battle, the day 

** on >vhidh, as 1 have juft mentioned to 

** you, I hadthe happinefs to faVe the life 

*' of the king. Andrew, who commonly, 

** infpfte of his age, yielded not in cour- 

"* c age and intrepiaity to the moft refolute 

** oiotfr youth, appeared, while buckling 

" on tny 'armfciir, fad abd deje&ed. * Sir/ 

~ u feid he, ' the road we ate abdut to take 

4i may lead to the tomt>. It is poffible I 

*" may fell, and where can I die better than 

•-** in the field of honour ? But in cafe it 

u fhouH happen, I ought to inform you 

.. " of fomething which it imports you to 

** know. When the battle fe over, dp 

"* c not ftay long in this country ; I have £ 

Ai prefentiment, that things do not go fo 

** well as they ought in the hoiife of my 

" oldmafter. The life of a perfon who 

" is not indifferent to you is in danger/ 

** I looked at him fteadily, and afked the 

4C r^afon of his apprehenfions : but he re- 

** fjufed to explain himfeff niore clearly, 

** refumed his wonted air of fimpli&ty, 

" ,and attributed what he had faid to fpme 

** melancholy dream. 

** Though I was never weak enough to 

" have faith in fuch things-,. I yet^wasa 

* Httte difturbed at what he faid/ and j 

*" ' put to kim frefh qtteftions. * Let us drop 

L4 "the 
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" the fubjed for the prelent/ replied An- 
" drew: * we have now to meet the enemy. 
" If I never return, you know enough : 
u if I do, you will know more.' 
- " The attack commenced. Andrew was 
" one of the firft who fell by my fide. I 
" directed him to be carried out of the 
" throng, that his wounds might be dref- 
** fed. The principal events of the battle 
cc I have already related ; but I have not 
tQ told you, that the firft news I heard, af- 
" ter quitting the tent of Sigifmond, was 
" the death of poor Andrew. His com- 
" rade, who came to acquaint me with it, 
" told me, that as he was dying, he fpoke 
" of a certain lady of the name of Ida, and 
" charged him to tell me to haften to her 
" fuccour, as fhe was in danger or perifh- 
" ing by the fecret tribunal. At the fame 
* c time he delivered me a billet, which the 
" dying man had taken from his bofom, 
." and directed him to give me, as it would 
", inform me of the time I had for my 
"' journey, and the place where you would 
" be found. You may eafily conceive the 
'" eagernefs with which I fet off, without 
c " ftayirig for further intelligence. 

" 1 did not refle£fc on the circumftances 
" of this ftrange adventure till afterwards ; . 
" when I was Jed to believe Andrew, to 
" have belonged to that formidable focie- 
" ty, the members of which, fpread over 

"*the 
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* c the earth, are informed, ^Imoft in the 
cc twinkling of an eye, of what pafles in 
44 the moft diftant parts of their invifible 
44 empire, as if they were connected to- 
44 gether by fome magic chain. You have 
44 feen how numerous are the judges and 
44 aflbciates of this tribunal ; and I have 
"reafon to believe^that it has more ad- 
44 herents among the people, than among 
44 the nobility. Thofe of the former clals 
44 conftitute the links of that immenfe 
44 chain, the fecret wheels of that fearful 
44 engine, with the thoufand eyes of which 
" the SEERS, as they call themfelves, 
44 obtain * knowledge of every thing that 
^ is done, and difcover myfteries that feem 
44 impenetrable. I doubt not but Andrew 
44 was one of the affociates of this clafs ; 
44 but his attachment to the family of his 
44 ancient mafter led him, as far as he 
44 could, to overftep the limits of that re. 
44 ligious filence to which he was bound 
44 by his oath. 

44 I travelled on, without well know- 
44 ing in what confifted the danger that 
44 threatened you, and confequently what 
44 was to be done to extricate you from it. 
44 During my journey, nothing was talked 
46 of but your adventure. In every town 
44 and village I faw (luck up againft the 
44 buildings an invitation to undertake 
44 your defence j. and I foon learnt the 
L 5 " conduft 
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** coridud I had to purfne. There wet e 
44 two day 8 ft ill to intervene between the 
* time ot my arrival aad that of your trial. 
** Thefe I fpentia the manner pointed out 
44 to me by a man of the name of Walter, 
44 with jwhom chance 1 brought me ac- 
44 quainfced. I would have waited on you 
44 at your convent, but he diffuaded me, 
44 facing, that no one tfa* admitted to de- ' 
44 fend a pgrfon accufed before the fecret 
44 tribunal, uniefe he could prove, that 
" there had not been the moft diftant 
44 connexion between him and the party 
44 for Che fpace of a year. By Walter I 
44 was further informed, that you had no- 
44 body to accompany you to the appoint- 
44 ed place whither the ftranger came to 
44 fetch you j and, as it was forbidden me 
44 to offer you my hand, I planted myfelf 
44 on the roa4 you were to Jake, that I 
44 might fecretly watch over and proteft 
44 you from infult. I faw you pafs, ac- 
44 companied by the nuns, and if any thing 
44 could have augmented the opinion I had 
* 4 formed of you, it mttft have been the 
44 venerable attendance of thofe pious 
44 maidens, who, by the attention they paid 
44 you, ftowed in a ftrikiiag manner their 
44 perfuafion of yo»r innocence; and I 
" hive alfo fmce learnt, that this proce- 
44 dure of the nuns made no fmall impref- 
#s fion on your nidges.? 

' 44 And 
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** any eloqHfcnt defender was refilled a 
44 hearing. Mutters were carried fo fifty 
■•* thethewasarreted asacriniieal,wfeich, 
44 1 foppofodi, would render rtry juftifiea- 

* tkm impoffible* I could not foppott the 
" cr*ei idea; I fwoonrd at that drcadftil 
^moment ; aijd c^ren bow * . . • when I 

* tlitokoffc..*." 

- 4< Who can explain a>Id the ma noeu v res 
/* «f people who are themfeivtss ft wifte- 
^ ry?* Md Herman to the peflfive and 
<te]ected Id*. " ifor my part, I cannot ; 
** and, eveir if I cendd* I ftili fhoald not 
** dare: Whilft ytro were isrfenfiMe, you 

* ware tarried away, and the perfon who 
** brought yo« tc> the tribunal fet you down 
** at the plase where he had received you 
" front the hands of the hubs : I kiiow, 
** however, that he fecredy watched t>ver 
** yow fafoty. In the mean time I was 
** interrogated, and treated with rigour. 
** I had faid, that you wens the daughter 
u of a prince, and I was required to prove 

* it. Of the feft I had no farther certain- 
*' €y th»n the affertion of Mrs* Munfter. 
u The chief of the tribunal then rofe, 
" drew near to me, and^ in a tone of voice 
*' that fefetrayed the greateft emotion, put 
** to me ^ueftions, which I knew not how 
** to afifwen I had been ftripped, as is 
m Cuftomary on fc*ch otxafions j and con- 

"dufted 
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* 4 du&ed before the judges with my head 

44 and feet bare, and my body wrapped 

: 4t round with woollen cloth. My cloaths 

; 4< had been examined^ and the chain you 

" formerly gave me was in the hands of 

€i the prefident. This chain was one 

" principal fubjeft of his queftions. . He 

. 44 afked how I came by it : if I knew count 

44 Everard of Wirtemberg, whofe portrait 

44 was foftened to it : if I had not received 

*' with it a ring alfo : if I knew the party 

; 4< accufed : if I had ever obferved on her 

44 left hand a fmall mark, refembling a 

" crofs : and if I could not guefs the name 

" of the prince whofe daughter fhe was. 

" All thefe queftions I anfwered briefly 

* 4C and ingenuoufly ; as well as many 

.' " others, particularly the following : why 

. v I defended you with fo much warmth : 

" whether I loved you: whether I had 

"any hopes: whether I had fpoken to 

" you lately, &c. At length I was fet at 

44 liberty, and my cloaths were returned ; 

44 but they kept the precious jewel which 

*< I received from your hand, and which, 

.** according to appearance, was the token 

4< by which you were known. 

" I was ordered not to quit the city, 
" and to appear again the. moment I 
44 ihould be cited. This however, has 
44 not taken place ; and I have juft learnt^ 
44 in a way which l%ux not at liberty to 
~ .. , ."■ "difclofe, 
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u difclofe,that laft night the fecret tribu- 

. " nal met once more on your affair, when 
* c . the chief arofe from his throne, and, an- 
<c fwered for your innocence, on his ter- 
" rible oath, after which you were formal- 

. u ly acquitted of every accufation. 

, " On the other hand, I was this morn- 
" ing fent for by the count of Wirtem- 
" berg, who gave me a very -flattering re- 
€C ception, informed me, that the young 
V" perfon I had fo ably defended, was dif- 
" covered to be his daughter, and, in re- 
" compence of the fervice I had rendered 
c * him, offered me a prefent that did ho- 
<c nour to his generofity. But, alas! the 
" words that accompanied it, were far 
" from being equally generous. - 

" T am not furprifed/ faid he, •* at 
" your having loved the charming Ida 

• " Munfter : it was natural, and fuitable 
" to your ftation. I hope, however, that 

- <f you will henceforth ceafe to think of a 
" perfon, whom fortune has raifed fo emi- 
" nently above you, and with whom it is 
" impoflible you fliould have the flighteft 
" intercourfe ; particularly as you are of 
" the family of Unna, and consequently 
" related to him who attacked count Eve- 
" rard at Wifbaden/— The anfwer I made 
" your proud father,. was ^diftated by the 
" rage that poffeffed me. We parted 
" . highly difpleafed with each other. He 

" fent 
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** fantmchis InumtfatijtigfrtiefeJrti whitfe 
<« I inflaaatly returned* ' hi no cafe would 
*. I hare accepted a reward for faving 
«* your life, and much lefs in this." 

Herman had rifen from his feat, and 
was walking with hafty ftrides backwards 
and forwards in the balcony.* Ida perceived 
how much he was offended; fhe was her- 
felf aHb extremely agitated, if Jiot by an- 
ger, at leaft by fcnetdiffitofa<aion, whicti 
prevented her fpeaking, left ihe ihould 
betray the fentiments flie feh* , 

«* Sir," foid &e at length, with a trem- 
bling voice, " I imagine you have fiaifh- 
«* ed the recital of your adventures : day 
.* is on the point of appearing; we muft 
c < part; and you have not y et iraormed me 

* of the motive of your vifit. You faid, 

* that yon had to tell me of a danger with 
«* which I was threatened, or . . . ." 

"Oh Ida!" cried Herman, approach- 
ing her, with an acceat of the moft endear- 
ing tenderaefs: "Do you perceive no dan- 
« c ger in what I have related? If there be 
«* none to you, to meat leaft there is that 
" of an eternal feparatioa. And 'it the 
. * fate of him to whom you . . . . id the 
" fate of Herman become fo indifferent to 
«< you? Mean while/' continued he, whilft 
Ida timidly drew back from him, ** this 

* U not all I have to tetfyou: hear what 
T « has 
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a has happened to me to-day, and judge 
** what you have to do. 

" When I quitted the -count, your 
** father, though he defences not the ap- 
" pellation, I met the honeft Munfter. 
" Alas! be too has treated me with feve- 
u rity, yet I would to heaven you were (till 
** fak daughter ! I related to him what 
** had paffed between me and him, of 
" whom my lips wifh not to pronounce the 
At name; and I was defirous alfo of giving 
** him an account of what had previoufly 
" happened to me, but he appeared to be 
" in a great meafure already acquainted 
44 with it. At length he took me home 
" with him; and fatisfied aM my quef- 

• 4C tions concerning you, as for as was in his 
" power. His fole motive for "quitting 
" you fo haftily at the convent, was to go 
"in queft of me, to demand the chain, 
_" which you informed him was in my-pof- 
** feffion, and which was neceffary t6 prove 
" youT birth. But foon relinquifliingfthis 
** defign, the execution of which would 
** have required too imich time, he formed 

.• 4 * another project for your deliverance. I 
" cannot fay, with certainty, what this pro- 
" jett was, as he did not fuily explain him- 
" felfontheffubjeft. As far however as I 
" can judge from appearances, if is pro- 
" baWe he took fome fteps to be admitted 

* * into tibe number of>aflbciates of the fe-, 

" cret 
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44 cret tribunal, as he had heard, that an 
44 oath taken by a free judge, in affirma- 
44 tion of the innocence of a perfon accuf- 
" ed,wasfufficient for his acquittal, lyiun- 
" fter was little aware of the difficulty of 
" being admitted a member of this terri- 
" ble tribunal ; th^t it was previoufly ne- 
• 4 peffary to be put to the proof, and to 
44 fill inferior ftations, before he could ar- 
44 rive to any influence in it : and this re- 
44 quired time, whereas your fituation de- 
44 manded the moft fpeedy fuccour. But 
44 as he had taken the firft flaps, he could 
" not be permitted to retraft, and was 
" kept in confinement. Unable therefore, 
" tofeek any means of delivering his dear 
44 Ida, he found himfelf obliged to aban- 
44 don to Providence her fate. 

44 At this juncture I arrived. He knew 
44 that I was here, yet was not at liberty 
44 to fpeak to me. I declared to the 
44 judges, what I had heard of your birth, 
4< He, who had hitherto paffed for your 
" father, was interrogated on the fubjeft, 
4C and obliged to appear before the count 
" of Wirtemberg, who,* in all appear- 
44 ance, is the chief of the fecret tribunal 
4C in this diftrift; for I perfe&ly recolleft 
c< his voice and gait, in fpite of his dit 
" guife. 

46 The anfwers of Munfter remdved 
" every doubt refpefting your birth; and 

« the 
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44 the count was fo firmly convinced of 
44 the innocence of his daughter, that he 
44 hefitated not an inftant to make himfelf 
44 refponfible for it. What has fince been 
44 executed, was then refolved on, and 
44 you were fet free. The greater part of 
44 this account I have received from a per- 
44 fon whom I dare not name, for the dif- 
44 courfes.of the referved Munfter turned 
44 chiefly on the neceflity of renouncing 
44 you, and the impoflibility of my at- 
44 .tachment ever being crowned with fuc- 
44 cefs. 

44 4 You know/ faid he, * the obferva- 
44 tions I often made on the fubjeft, when 
44 you believed me to be the father of Ida: 
"^ you would not then give credit to them, 
44 yet now you mult be convinced they were 
" well-founded. I will not inquire whe- 
44 ther a princefs of Wirtemberg be too 
44 elevated a match for you : but you can- 
44 not conceal from yourfelf the deter- 
'" mined enmity of count Everard to your 
" houfe. Though you took no part in the 
" affair of Wifbaden, he will never forgive 
44 you, for the crimes of your relations. 
44 Befide, he has other views for his daugh- 
46 ter. As he has little hope himfelf of at- 
4C taining the firft dignity in the empire, 
46 he wilhes at leaft to be allied to him, to 
44 whom itis probably deftined. Now it is 
44 generally fuppofed, that duke Frederic 

"of 
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** of Brmriwic, ^ will onfe day afeehd the 
*" throne of Bohemia j and him therefore 
4i has count Everard ehofen for his fan-in- 
*' law. Beath lately deprived the count of 

* a daughter, whole hand had been pro- 
*• mifedto the duke; it wiH therefore, he 
** thinks, be eafy to fubftitote Ida in her 
** place ; and as Ida h far fuperier in 
'" beauty, the execution of this fcheme 
* f appears to him eertain. After this, 
•** would you prevent the happfoefeof her 
48 ycm love? "Would you t^ from her 
" the profpeft of wearing the fir ft diadem 

* in the world?* 

* 4 I will not Tepeat to you, the an* 

c * fwer I made: it is of little impoft- 

** ance. But permit me, madam, to alk 

** you one queftion : Are you mdfined to 

* c give your hand to a prince, who knows 

** you not? To a man, who, fhould he 

■** prefer you, will be determined only by 

"*< reafons of ftate? To a man, who hav- 

w ing placed elfewhere his affe&ions, def- 

M pifed and treated with neglefl: your 

** fifter, whofe hand was offered to. mm, 

M and prohably caufed her to die of grief ? 

4t To a man, in ihoft, who, if dazzled by 

* c your charms, he experience foryoufen- 

u thnents more tender than thofe with 

** which ftie infpiredliim, will not fail to 

<c give yon rivals, who .../*• 

Redoubled 
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Redoubled knocks at the 'door of Ida's 
chamber interrupted the canveriation of f 
the two iovers, and alarmed them ex-. 
tremely. The princefe .haftily quitted the 
balcony,, and rufhed to <3ie door. Hea-> 
"vens! it was her father. 

" What !" faid he, with a look of afto- 
nifhment : " fo early ! day fcarcely broken, 
" and drefled already ! ,f 

" My father, I am . . . ♦ lam accufc 
" tomed to rife early." 

" You were ya die balcony. Where 
" are your women? You were talking: are 
" you alfoaccuftomed to talk to yourfelf V r 
. Thefo jqueftioas threw Ida into the moft 
_criael perplexity, ihe knew not what &e 
4orugfit to fay ; and had her father put to 
her a finale qUeftion morie, Jbe would iavc 
•learnt all, that, under the pre&at c&rctim- 
flances, it ^was fo itnportant to conceal from 
him. But fortunately, too eager to con* 
iirme cooly this -examination, fee flew to 
jfehe balcony. Finding ©o one there, foe 
returned petfe&ly calm, and begged the 
tren&ling Ida, who durft not yet look txp 
to him, bo more to expofe herfeif to the 
jchiil morning air, and ftitt lefsto the 
longueof calumny, by tilkiag to herfetf, 
as fee had done. u . The lktle fteeft you 
* fc bar^atea,' 5 added he, ct 'bas made you 
■* c pale; you hay£ deranged my proje&s; I 
** intcjaded to-day to have preferred you at 

" court, 
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** court, but I perceive that you mud have 
" another day to recover yburfelf." 

He then embraced her tenderly, and 
begged her to go to bed again, as the fun 
was fcarcely rifen* and fhe had need of 
repofe. 



CHAPTER XXIV, 

SATISFIED at being fo happily ex- f 
tricated from the awkward fituation in 
which fhe found iierfelf, Ida ran to th« 
balcony, to fee what was become of Her- 
man. He had difappeared. She could 
form no conje&ure, but that he had ven- 
tured to leap from it into the garden, to 
efcape the count, whofe voice he ho doubt . 
heard^ She looked down : all was quiet 
and. motionlefs, except that, at a diftaace, 
llie perceived a centinel parading back- 
wards and forwards, which rendered her 
uneafy about the efcape of her lover, and 
the injury her reputation might fuffer. 
" Alas V* faid fhe, with a figh " muft the 
" great every where have witneffes of 
?' their mod fecret a&ions ? And can they 
" never be permitted to do any thing 
44 without being, obferved, or at leaft 

" without 



HERMAN OF UNNA. 243 

*< withoiit being under constraint ? How 
** preferable was the peaceful life I led in 
cc the houfe of Munftcr, to the humiliat- 
" ing cbnfinement in which it appears I 
" am to be- held here; a confinement 
" even greater than what I experienced 
" at the court of the emprefs !" 

Ida willingly followed the advice of her 
father, in retiring to bed ; for ihe had need 
of-repofe : but the refle&ons that occupied 
her mind totally prevented her from fleep- 
ing. Having remained Tome time in bed 
to no purpofe, flie at length refolyed to rife 
and call her women. That day ihe re- 
ceived no vifit : the count of Wirtemberg 
himfelf came to fee her but for a mo- 
ment. She was melancholy and dejetted, 
and durft not compare her prefent fituatioi* 
with that (he had quitted, left fhe fhould 
find the comparifon too unfavourable to the 
former. The fole circumftances from, 
which fhe derived confolatipn, were the 
thought of the danger Ihe had juft efcaped, 
and.herprefent fecurity ; the fliame and dif- 
grace to which fhe had been expofed, and 
her innocence now acknowledged : her 
heart then palpitated with joy and gra- 
titude to heaven, and the perfon whom 
next to heaven fhe confidered as her fa- 
viour. The narrative of Herman afforded 
her matter for frefh refle&ions ; and thefe 
were infenfibly replaced by the tender re- 

membrance 
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membrance of die crrtpteft, to whom fk\6 
was nexr day to be prefenred. To behold 
Sophia, to fee her again after being- com- 
pletely juftified, to relate what fte had fu£ 
fered for love of her, and to humble her 
enemies by the luftre of her innocence 
and her . rank, formed foch a profpedt, 
that Ida muflr have been- more than wo- 
man, nay, ' more than mortal, to have 
been indifferent to Its enjoyment. 

The wiflied-for day appeared! Rbt was 
dreflfed in a. manner fuitable to her rank; 
She' was naturally beautiful: and the inr- 
preffion of her late forrow, which was yet 
not entirely obliterated, fervid but to rea- 
der her more interesting. 

Count Everard had acquainted the em^ 
prefs with hisintention of prefentingTo her 
his daughter. , The princefs of Ratrbor 
was accordingly deputed to fetch the young 
princefs of Wirtemberg, in Sophia's ftate 
coach r and to allure her of the impatience 
with which (he expefted her. Who has 
not feen, who d6je^ does not know, how 
brazen is the forehead, of air experienced 
courtier? The. princefs of ffetihor felt- 
no embarraffment from the' commiffion 
with which Ibewas charged to her, whom 
fhe had fo cruelly injured : and the' fbte 
vengeance that the noble-rniradfed Ida 4 took 
of the irfipudence, with wfrichr fte pre- 
tended to. participate in her' uirexpefted 

happi- 



happinefs, was, a look, of diCdainftd: pity, 
which: fhe caft on her enemy. 

The count, however, was. not equally 
forbearing. The character of envoy from 
,. the emprefe* in which the princefe of 9a* , 
tibor appeared, had' feme reftratnt uyo* 
him ; bmt he faid emo ugh to remind bra of 
the infemoua pai* Ae had a&ed with ce^ 
gard to h& daughter ; and the princefa o§ 
Batfibon, fa* thefirft time in her. life* h*» 
bituatedsaa fhe waa to dtffimubrtteii^ kntf* 
not how to a&. 

The pr*i|cefs. of, Wirtemberg was re- 
ceived in th^ empre&'s anti-chamber by 
the duke of Bavaria, He embraced h*rj 
aad made an. apology for having bee&'fo 
flaw in perceiving her iraioeence; The* 
great have the privilege, or at kaft fancy* 
they have the privilege,, of making repa- 
ration, for every injury by a few civil ex* 
preffioas. But Ida paid little attention, to 
.^ what was faidby the duke, for her heart 
was, oil the wing to meet Sophia, who, 
ftill foroewhat feehleCfrom her ilinefs, was 
fitting a* the. farther end of the, chamber* 
and, attempting to rife, held out her arms 
to her young friencL 

The daughter off the count threw her/- 
feW at her feet.— * Pure, fpotlefs foul!" 
-cried the, empuefi,. preffing ber to her bo- 
foa*:. " bow mudfo haft thou fiiffered foi* 
" the love of mei horn ha&thoufupporu 

" ed 
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" &1 it ? woe to thofe who availed them- 
«' felves of my weak ftate, to feek the 
** ruin of my beft and deareft friend." 

Ida bathed the knees of her fovereign 
with her tears. " Rife," faid Sophia, 
M rife : that pofture* becomes only your 
c * perfecutorfe^ How I regret, that they 
w are in reality forced to pay to your rank 
w that refpeft which they owe to your in- 
•* nocence ; how I regret, that you are 
" no longer Ida Munfter, that I might 
" raife you to the height of my wilhes !* 
* Why has fortune done what I could fo 
" ardently have defired to do for you my. 
"felf!" 

% Joy rendered Sophia eloquent, while it 
bereft Ida of words ; probably becaufe 
flie felt it more forcibly than the emprefe. 
hi faift, few perfons were capable of lov- 
ing like her ; and the lively remembrance 
of her misfortunes, and her glorious de- 
liverance contributed, perhaps, ftill farther 
to heighten the intenfity of her feelings. * 

The emprefs ordered all the ladies of 
the court to embrace the princefs of Wir- 
temberg. The princefs of Ratibor and her 
daughter, whofe yellow and livid vifages 
betrayed the envy that inwardly gnawed 
their hearts, presented themfelves fore- 
moft ; the reft followed with an air of 
fomewhat lefs conftraint; -nor was there 
one, whotiid not'affurethe charming Ida, 
that ihe had obtained nothing more than 
i - (he 
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flie merited, and that, the day they firft be- . 
held her, they coiild not help confeffing, 
that ihe was worthy of,, and would do ho- 
tioiir to the mod elevated rank. 

•Sophia, who was not ignorant of their 
jealoufies and fecret perfecutions, fmiled 
-with an air of difdain, and bad them re- 
tire* as fhe wiflied to be alone with the 
duke of Bavaria, count Everard and his 
daughter. 

Our manufcript does not inform us what 
fubje£t engaged the attention of thefe four 
perfonages j but it fays that the converfa- 
f ion did not become truly intereiling till 
'Sophia and Ida were left by themfelves j 
and that ihen took place between them, 
-all the reciprocal endearments, all the 
tender effufions, ufually felt by two hearts, 
formed for each other* when having been 
feparatecfr by misfortune, they find them-. £ 
felves happily reunited, Ida remarked , \ 
too, though Sophia would not acquiefce 
in the truth of the observation, that her 
friend opened her heart with much lefs re- 
ferve to the princefs of Wirtemberg, than 
to the humble Ida Munfter, a difcovery 
which it is not poffible for usr to fay whe-- 
ther it afforded her greater pain or plea- 
fure. 

Certain however it is that this Renewal 

of friendfhip fo tranfported the new prin-- 

cefs, that flie hefitated not, in her turn, 

M ' .. to 
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to difclofe her inmoft thoughts to. Sophia ; 
nor was even her love for Herman, or 
the late noSurnal vifit he had paid her, 
omitted : flie allowed herfelf only a few 
alterations and curtailments, as there were 
circumftances in the cafe that related not 
to herfelf alone, and which fhe knew not 
how they might be received. 

Sophia promifed to favour, with all her 
influence, her friend's attachment to Her- 
man. Obliged to become the wife of 
Winceflaus, fhe had perhaps frequently 
lamented that (he had not herfelf enjoyed 
the liberty of chufing a hufband ; it may 
be prefumed, therefore, that Ihe meant to 
teep her word, and that (he was anxious 
to devife the fureft meansr of arriving at 
the defired end. 

Ida's afcendancy over the emprefs was 
unbounded, and fhe could do with her as 
fhe pleafed. By her recommendation, 
Munfter was called to court and loaded 
with fayours : a circumftance by no means 
to be wondered at, when we confider the 
grateful and feeling heart of her who had 
fo long thought herfelf his daughter, and 
which we fhould fcarcely have mentioned, 
had it not led to a recital which we (hall 
no longer 'detain from the reader. Sophia 
was as curious as perhaps, he maybe, to 
hear the hiftory of the infancy of her 
friend, and the manner in which fhe had 

been 
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been taken from her parents ; and one 
d*y, therefore, when Munfter found him- 
felf alone with Ida and the emprefs, they 
requefted him to relate the particulars of 
this hiftory, a requeft with which he com- 
plied, as will be feeh in the following 
chapter. - 



CHAPTER XXV. 

V 

HISTORY OF THE INFANCY OF IDA. , 

" O PRINCESS," faid Munfter, after 
fome moments of refle&ion, " what a talk 
<c do you impofe upon a man who values 
" fo highly your affe&ion, and the fa~ 
" vour of the emprefs ! You require^ne 
" to confefs faults that will perhaps ruin 
<c me in your efteem. They have plunged 
" you into an abyfs of misfortune, and 
* have no other excufe but my blind 
" regard for a woman, who ; beautiful as 
" Eve, might well feduce to evil a frail 
" child of Adam. You, Ida, know her 
" whom you. believed to be your mother, 
4 * and can judge, from what (he is no\p> 
" how beautiful fhe mull have been at 
u four and twenty^ I loved her ; but 
M2 "the 
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** the difference -of our conditions render- . 
u «d my happinefs next to impoffible. I 
*' was one of the principal officers of the 
<c count off Wittemberg, and Maria was 
** a vaffal. Become sit fo early an age a 
*' widow, the death of her hufband and * 
" of her only child, an infant a* the breaft, 
<6 excited compaffion, and fhe was taken 
"into the fervice of the countefs, as the 
14 nurfe of her daughter. Ida was but 
" a few weeks old when her mother died- 
" Maria before the death of her miftrefs* 
€C had b£en promifed her liberty, and 
* 4 the pffice of nurfe to the young prin- 
4C fcefs giving her a -farther claim to the 
** favour, increafed. the hopes of my love. 

* Unfortunately the welfare of their de- 
** pendants is generally deemed of too tri- 
if vial importance to merit the attention of 
** princes. A fingle word would have 
*' made two human beings happy, and 
* c fixed indelible hnpreffions of gratitude 
** in our hearts : bpt that word was with- 
"•* held. I was fent to a diftance from the 
4i place where the object of my wifhes re- 
14 fided ; and fhe was treated with a feve- 
<* rity that excited in her breaft feelings of 
* hatred, and urged her to a ftep, which 
•' had fhe not been provoked by ill treat- 
*< ment, . fhe would never, havt taken. 

" The charming little Ida, admired by 
" every body," and adored by her nurfe, 

"was. 
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u was fcarcely two years old, when the 
u - deceafed countefs of Wirteiabepg was 
" already forgotten, and the count had 
"ehofen, to fill tier place, a young wo- 
** man whofe beauty and rank were her 
" only pretentions- 

"■ Her fentiments were fuflkiently unge- 
•* nerous ta feparate from- the title of wife 
**• of count Everaixi, that of mother to hi* 
** children* She ,loved, or at leaft pre- 
" tended ta love, the firft wfeile the other* 
<* (he detefted. Maria, who contrived 
** fotnetimes the means of writing to me 
** by fteaith acquainted me wilh the evil 
<* proceedings of this Hep-mother, The 
«^fons of her hufbapd, who began to grow 

* up, were fent to -the army, equipped in- 
<4 a maimetf uafuitable to their rank* No 
*♦ attention was paid to their youth and in- 
'* experience which demanded fome indul~ 
•* genee. His daughters were fhamefully - 
" obtruded upon, inferior princes, who 
** married themfolely from the confident 
*' tion of their birth. It was evidently the 
** intention of the new countefs to encreafe- 

* her fortune at the expence of the chit- 
*' dren of her hufband. The youngeft bufr 
«* one of thefe children, died for want "of 
** care, and M ariadid not fail to imputeto 
'* the wickediiefs of the, ftep-mother this* 
*' accident, as well as the ill health of Ida, 
w whom (he aflerted it was the wi(h of the 

M 3 " countefs 
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." countefs privately to get rid of: accu- 
u fations perhaps totally devoid of proof, 
" and wtiich nothing but the infatuation of 
u love could have induced me to credit. 

" One day I was invited by Maria, to 
" repair fecretly to the count's in prder 
" to advifq with her about the means of 
" faving her little favourite, and removing 
" the obftacles that oppofed themfelves to - 
u our union. The latter became daily 
** more difficult, from the feverity of the 
* countefs, who continually protra&ed the 
" emancipation of Maria, and at kft ab- 
" folutely refufed to confent to it. 

" The letter which {he fent me was dated ■ 
" at Wifbaden where the count then re- 
" fided with his court. He had retired 
** thither, after the long, and in fome re> 
** fpe&s, unfortunate war he had waged 
u with the imperial cities, in order to en- 
<* joy a little repofe. As I had pofitive 
" orders from my mafter, not to quit the 
"place where I was ftatianed, it was ne- 
" ceffary that my arrival fliould be con- 
** cealed ; fo that we could meet only at 
* c night, when we had no other witnefs 
* c than the little Ida, who, fince the preg- 
" nancy of her ftep-mother, was lefs no- 
" ticed than ever. She was kept fhut up 
<c like a prifoner, with. her. nurfe, in a re- - 
" mote apartment, where they were fre- 

<c quently 
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44 quently fuffered to he in want almoft of 
44 the neceffaries % of life. 

44 Our fecret conversations were not 
44 folely occupied by the unfortunate cir- 
44 cumftances of our attachment. The def- 
44 tifty of Ida was much more alarming to 
44 Maria than her own. 4 Munfter/ faid 
44 fhe, 4 you muft not flatter yourfelf that 
44 1 will ever affent to any projeft for our 
44 union till this infant is in fafety. You 
44 muft either fave us both, or renounce 
44 me for ever. Poor little innocent/ added 
44 fhe, preffing Ida to her bofom, who was 
44 afleep in her arms, 4 (hall I abandon 
44 thee ! fhall I leave thee in the hands of 
44 thy ftep-mother ! fhall I fuflfer the fee- 
44 ble fpark of life that remains in thee to 
44 be extinguiflied by neglefcl. Look, my 
44 friend, at this pale and emaciated coun- 
44 tenance ! Who would fuppofe it to be 
44 the little cherub, the once rofy and 
44 healthful Ida ? And yet fhe eats nothing 
44 that I do not prepare with my own haads- 
44 No doubt the air we breathe in this place " 
44 is empoifened. I dread the very looks 
44 of this abominable countefs, left they 
44 fhould wither this delicate flower. It is 
n true that, at prefent, fhe avoids the 
44 child ; but ftould fhe feek her, I fhould 
44 feudder at her perfidious careffes, think- 
44 ing every embrace was intended to ftifte 
44 her/ ■ ' 

M 4 44 Love 
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." Love and miftruft fliarpened the feel- 
" ings of Maria. Every day fhe fancied 
* that (be difcovered new proofs of the 
" countefs's cruelty, and maintained, tfett 
" when ftie became a mother, things 
4< would be worfe ; that the count, would 
" feeUumfelf lefs interefted thanatprefent . 
u for the fate of his daughter, and thai 
" {he would indubitably be focrificed to 
" the offspring of her ftep^mothfer. 

" It was eafy to divine what vtere Ma-, 
" ria's intentions. She wifhed, that by 
" fome daring attempt, I fliould procure 
** her her liberty- and fave the prineefe 
cc from the danger that impended over her, 
* 4 by taking her with us. ^On thefe con- : 
a ditions alone would fee give me he* 
". hand. I loved the little Ida, but I could 
" not refolve to fteal her from her father, 
" and thus deprive her of the rights of her 
cc birth. Things did- not appear fo defpe- 
" rate as Maria had reprefented. I attri- 
" buted part of her apprehensions to her 
" extreme fondnefs for the child? and her 
" no t lefs ardent antipathy to her who oc- 
" cupied the place qi her former miftrefs, 
" towards whom {he preferved the firmeft 
" attachment.' I hoped that the fate q{ thfe 
" young prinqefe would be meliorated in ar 
V way mors honourable and juft j. ajid I* 
4< refolved never to commit a theft, Which 

"I con- 
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u I canfidered as of the number of thofe. 
** that ought never to be pardoned. 

** An unexpected event induced me to 

** chahge my opinion, and realifed the pro- 

" je£fc of Maria, without its being necef- 

- ^ fairy to take the fmalleft precaution. 

% * c What fhall I fay ? Love and companion- 
** vanquifhed my feraples; I was impofed • 
** ■ on by the femblance of an order from 
** Heaven; my miftrefs wa$ fufficiently 

t *« adroit to avail herfelfof my weaknefs; 
** and I determined on that dangerous fltep,. 
**- whieh has fince occalioned me fuch 

* pangs of remorfe, and the princefs fudv 
•*' d, multitude of eyils; a ftepuof which, I 
** truft, the melancholy consequences are 

* now- at an end. 

"Afraid of being known, I had taken up 
6 < my refid^nce at the diftance of a league 
** foom* Wifcaden. Every • evening, as 
" foon as- it was dar4c, I fet out to vifit 
** Maria, and that I might not be furprifed 

-** fry the approach of day, .returned after 
** a converfation of a few hours, afTuredly 
M the happieft 1 of my life. I conftantly, 
^ in my way, pafled through a foreft, con- 
u fleered by the country people as the - 

* ** haunt of malignant fpiritSj and which I 
" ftjould never have dared to enter, had I 

* not b$e» fupported by the invincibly 
** courage that love can infpire. Indeed: 

M 5 "1 had' 
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c< I had particular reafons to avoid it, as 
" frequently things had happened to me 
u there, For which I knew not how to ac- 
iC count. 
" God knows, faid I more than once 
to Maria, what, paffes in the^bofom of 
that foreft. Lonefome as it is by day, at 
night it fwarms with living beings. I 
hear" in it a confufed hum of vpices, 
fpe&res pafs and repafs: fometimes they 
come fo near, that they feem to touch 
me. Bat, thank Heaven, they do no 
injury-to the4iarmlefs traveller j-fo I let 
V them pafs, crofs myfelf, and pretend not 
" to fee them. 

" One night that I had quitted Maria 
" earlier thanufual, on account of the in- 
€€ difpofition of Ida, which would not per- 
" mit us to have any converfation, I made 
<c a difcovery, that removed my doubts 
Cf refpe&ing that folitary wood. 

" It was one of thofe dark nights in au- 
" tumn, when the fogs are fo thick as to- 
* c tally to obfcure the light both of the 
** moon and ftars. A dank vapour over- 
" fpread the earth ; I walked as in a cloud; 
" and could perceive nothing but occafi- 
" onal fparks of fire, rifing fuddenly into 
<c the air, which might be occafioned, I 
" thought, by an ignis fatuus, or fome- 
" thing ftill worfe. 

"I was 
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u Iwas blindly groping out the path I 
*' had fo frequently trod, when {tumbling 
•*• againft a tree, I fell proftrate on the 
c * ground. I rofe to refume my way, but 
* c foon found I had totally loft the track 
? c I had hitherto purfued. Fearing that I 
** fhould plunge deeper in the foreft, and 
" fall into fome of the dangerous places 
M with which I had been told it abound- 
" ed, I refolved to wait for day, and pafs 
u the night on the fpot where I was, en- 
** deavouring to collect for my couch 
** what dry branches I could find in the 
" dark. 

** I had fcarcely refted myfelf an hour y 
" when I heard the noife, that had fo fre- 
" quently alarmed me, and which at a 
** diftance refembled the march of a body 
** of men clad in armour. They feemed 
" to approach, to feparate, to reft, and 
** then to begin their march again. I fan- 
" cied they took different roads, and foon* 
" I diftinguiftied the voices o£ two o£ 
" thofe beings,, whom I had hitherto 
" fuppofed to be fprites. They flopped 
" juft behind the bufh, under which I was. 
" lying; and I then found, that thofe. 
" voices of which the echo of the wood 
" had conveyed to jny ears but inarticu- 
" late founds, pronounced a language like 
44 my own. This difco very changed my 
u opinion, concerning the nature of the 

44 perfon^ 
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* c perfons with whom I had to deal, for I 
** had always conceived, that the peace- 
■* able inhabitants of the invisible world 
**• muft have fome other mode of com- 
m municating their ideas, than the ufe of 

* human fpeech. 

** My courage now began to return; I 
m liftened with eager attention, that mj 

* ears might fupply the deficiency of my 

* eyes ; and I was foon completely con- 
•* vinced, that thofe phantoms, at which 
•* I had been fo often intimidated, were 
u no other than men Kke myfelf. The^r 
" complained of the badnefs of the wea- 
a ther, curfed their matters, and expreffed 

* their impatience far the arrival of day* 
m I was on the point of difcovering my- 
«* felf, that I might abridge the tediouf- 
** nefsof the night by eonverfation, when? 

^ <* a few words which they dropped made 
* *• me firft wiih to know more eoncern- 

* ing them, and in confequence I en- 
<* deavoured to approach nearer; 

06 * What noife did I hear ?* cried one 
<* of them. * Something certainly (Hired 
a ~£ehind the bufc. Is the man, who. 
** croffes the wood, gone by ? 

** • Once,* anfwered the other : € and 
€% he commonly does not return till near 
** ftm*rife, Beiides, he never does harm 

' " to 



M to any body, fb you ha*£ nothing to 
u fear, cren were-it he.* 

44 c But perhaps, to is John Herdfman, 
** who, they fay, was executed here. 
f * Wherever I meet him, I turn out of his 
*• way, and pray for his foul.' 

44 * May God forgive him P refumed 
** the fecond in a tone of affright : * See ! 
44 he is drefTed in white, except thatiiis 
** collar isftained with Wood. Poor foul I* 
w perhaps he was innocent/ r 

44 Thefe words, and fome others fimJ- 
* 4 lar to them, induced me to believe, that 
* 4 my neighbours were talking of me. 
*t My white cloak with a red collar was 
** plainly described, and I could not avoid 

* laughing to myfelf, to think I was a&- 
44 ing the part of a fprite to thofe, who 
44 had fo long a€ted it toward me. 

« 4 Did not I hear the fpirit hwigh P 

* continued one of therti. 4 He is endea- 
44 vouring to provoke us : let us get Gut 
** of his way/ ^ , 

44 4 We dare not quit out ftation : yott 
•* know we nuift wait here for our maf- 
" ters/ 

44 * Are they gone again, do you think, 

* to Wifeaden> 

4 * c Ye;s : God knows what will be the 
•* end t>f this enterprife/ 

Cf Some other perfons arrived foon after, 
" and my neighbours reliiaquiihed to them 

* their 
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w their place** after having fpread . thei* 
<c cloaks under the trees for them to re- 
" pofe on. My new companions ordered 
" the former to retire, and I found myfelf 
€ * within hearing of. a conversation far 
" more interefting than the preceding 
u one, arid which indeed fo engaged my 
" v attention, that I was on the point of be* 
€€ traying myfelf. 

" I learned that they had formed the 
€€ defign of furprifing the count of Wir- 
w temberg at Wifbaden, where he believ- 
<c ed himfelf in fecurity. One of them, 
€i whom I judged from his difcouife to be 
€< the commander of a numerous band * 
c * frankly confefled, that he was not 
u tempted, like his followers, by the hope 
« c of the immenfe booty they muft infai- 
* f libly gain ; but that all his defires cen- 
€C tered in the beauteous wife of count 
" Everard, by whom he had formerly 
€C beeti beloved,, and who, in a fit of dif- 
" guft, had fince givea her hand to the 
" count. 

" My attention^ was everj moment more 
" and more excited; for one calculated 
« the' number of count Everard's enemies, 
* c while another recited their names, 
" amongft which were two of the houfe 
" of Unna* the father and the brother of 
" Herman. When the dawn began to 
!* pe e P* a greater number appeared, and 

« a^coun- 
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<4 a council was held. Two of them re- 
44 lated what they had obferved at Wifba- 
44 den : the day of attack was fixed, and, 
" to my diftra&ion, it was the day that 
44 was then approaching. Inftantly I 
" formed the refolution of warning the 
" count of his danger ; but to enable 
44 him to efcape not a moment was to be 
" loft. 

46 Without allowing myfelf farther time 
44 for tefle&ion, I rofe gently, refolving, 
44 to avail myfelf of the error into which 
44 the fervants had fallen refpe&ing me, 
44 and of which I had perceived feme traces 
44 in the conversation of their mafters. I 
' 4< turned my coat, that its red lining might 
44 appear the more terrible, and flowly 
44 ftalked acrofs-a path, that led clofe by 
44 them. I found that they perceived me, 
44 notwithftanding the gloom of the wood, 
44 and that my appearance occafioned a 
44 general alarm. They were all at once 
44 dumb, as if ftruck with thunder, and I 
44 was at fome diftance when I heard the 
44 following words : 4 It is almoft day, 
44 and yet there is the fpeftre gone by! 
44 he is in red too,; an omen that can 
46 bode no good : We fhall certainly have 
4t a bloody day/ 

44 As foon as I was out of their fight, 
44 I quickened my pace, and arrived al- 
44 * meft breathlefs at Wifbaden. I de- 

44 manded 
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*' Handed to ff>eajt to the coimt; Tlie 
" perfans in waking were a&oinfted to 

* fee me, and ran iriftandy to tell him, 

* that Munfter, who was fuppofed to be- 
<c in Italy, was arriwd, and announced 
u hi* having fomething o£ importance to* 
f< communicate^ . 

c * I was well received by the count* 
•* though I had returned without his per- 
•< miffion. Well knowing my fidefityv 
*' he prefumed, that I had rtbt quitted 

* my poft without *eafon» I fpofce not, 
M therefore, of the real motives of my 
** journey, but i^iftantly difclofed the plot 
u I had overheard in the foreft from the 
** knights of St. Martia (a name they af- 
«• filled from having formed their defiga 

* on thd eve of that fain*), and the mo- 
'* meat when they intended to put it into . 
*- eKeution. 

" Unfortunately I related alfo wha* the 
** djfearded lover of the couatefs of Wrr- 
*• temberg had faid ©f his former intima- 

* cy with her : and the countefs was pre- 
<* fent. She pretended, that- 1 infulted' 
'* hen, and that my whote ftory was a 

* falfehoqd fabricated for fouieilidefign j 

* declaring that fce had not been ignor- 

" ant of my arrival, notwichftanding all . 
<* my precautions to keep it feeret; that 

* fewi si of her people had feen me for 

* fame, days roaming about the, neigh- 

bourhood^. 
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'•*• bourhood, and adding many other com- 
€C plaints of a fimilar nature, which fa. 
cc prejudiced the count againft all I coulcL 
cc fay, that he gave orders for my being 
€ * imprifoned. 

" Conceive what muft have been my 
cc fituation. Not only was I fufpe&ed by 
c< .my matter, and punilbed for having fuL 
cc filled the duty of a faithful fubje&j 
" but I beheld the count himfelf, through 
* 4 his own fault, exjpofed to the moft im» 
** r ipinent danger, and with him my Ma* 
" ria, and the dear infant whom (be loved 
4 * more than life. 

" The hour of attack afrived. My 
" heart audibly palpitated within me. 
cc Yet I received a fort of confolation, 
€ * .when I heard in the court of the cattle 
" the found of horfes and carriages, and 
*' the clamour of people who feemed eager 
" to go out : for I then fuppofed my in-. 
<c formation had not been wholly difre* 
" girded, and that it was ftili poffible th# 
* 6 objeQ; of my love might he faved. 
- " To this tumult a profound fileaco 
" fucceeded, that ftrengthened my hopes, 
" and rendered me more tranquil : but 
" foon the clashing of arms and neigh- 
u ing of fteeds informed me, that tha 
'* knights of St. Martin were engaged ia> 
" their attempt. 

" l,waa 
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* €i I was perfe&ly ignorant of what paC* 
* c fed, except that I could hear the groans 
<c of the dying, and the fhouts of the vic- 
u tors, .when, on. a fudden, fome words, 
" that confufedly ftruck my ears, led me 
" to fuppofe, that the conquerors were 
" refolved to crown their enterprize, by 
** committing the ,caftle to the flames. 
" The threat chilled my blood ; and my 
" fenfes prefently told me, that it was 
" a&ually carried into Execution. The 
" fmoke entered the little grated windpw 
w of my dungeon, which was illumined 
" by the light of the conflagration. A 
" prifouer, I was left to perifli without 
" fiiccour, unlefs fome miracle fhoulcT 
<c come to my deliverance. 

" Not conceiving myfelf fufficiently fa- 
* c voured by Heaven to expe& fuch an 
"'event, I tried the ftrength of my own 
** fhoulders In burfting the door of my 
u prifon, and fucceeded.' Traverfing the 
« s fubterraneous paffage that led to it, I 
" reached one of the courts of the cattle- 
€c One wing was entirely in flames ; my 

* eyes mechanically turned to the' other, 
u in which was the apartment of Maria. 
" This too the flames had already caught 
" in feveral places. c Fortunately,' faid 
" I within myfelf, ' (he is fafe : for there 
" can be no doubt but fhe was amongft 
w thofe, who JBed in time from the danger; 

"But 
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*' But has '(he a&ually efcaped ? added I, 
" as if by fecret inspiration ! and without 
" further refle&ion I flew to the place, - 
" which I had never before vifited with 
" fimilar feelings, hoping not to find in v 
" it my Maria. , 

." * In fa&, that part of the cattle was fuf- 
cc ficiently quiet ; I faw nobody ; but the 
" fmoke and the heat were fcarcely fup- 
" portable. c Surely. Maria cannot be 
cc here alone, wnen all the reft of the fa- 
" mily have efcaped/ wfyifpered the de- 
«•' fire of felf-prefervation, roufed by the 
u danger that threatened ihe at every ftep: 
" but love fpoke in a louder tone, boldly 
" urging me on in defpite of peril ; and 
" love was victorious. I was determined 
" to be convinced by my own eyes, and 
" I haftened to afcend the hundred fteps, 
" that led to the miferable apartment of 
" my miftfefs. As I drew near, I heard 
" the plaintive cries of an infant. I re- 
" doubled my fpeed, and foon diftinguifh- 
u ed the voice of the little Ida. Arrived 
u at the door .... diftraftioh ! it was faf- 
" tened within. The bolts, however, 
" gave way to my exejrtions, and I found 
" Maria extended fenfelefs on the floor. 
" The window, at which no doubt Ihe had 
u attempted to efcape, but had been ter- 
" rifled by its height, was open, and the 
" child had crawled along the floor to her 

" nurfe, 



2&S 1 H1KMAJT OF UNNA* 

44 nurfe, whom flte endeavoured to -awake 
44 with crying* What a fpc&acle! .^. ^ 
44 But I flopped not long to contemplate 
44 k. I threw^Maria aerofs my flioulders, 
44 took the infant in my arms, and having; 
" thus gained the court m fafety, I fet 
44 down my burden to take Jpreath; It 
44 teemed as if an angel had lent me wings,, 
44 fo difficult did it appear, without fuper- 
44 natural affiftaacte, to have paflfed unhurt 
4 * through thofe volumes of flame and of 
" fmoke, that qu all fides furrouaded 
44 me. 

46 Maria coming to herfelf, we feizfcd 
44 the fjrft moment of her being able to 
44 walk to remove from this place of ter- 
44 ror; for, large aa was the court, we 
44 were far firom being in fafety there. 
*? We foon gained the^ foreft, to which, 
44 the night before, thefe incendiary ban- 
48 ditti had reforted, and there Ve ventur* 
*** ed to take a little re'ft, believing ourfelves 
44 fecure from the ftre and fword of the 
46 enemy. 

' " I «fked Maria how it had been pofli- 
" ble for her and the young princefs to 
" have been thusxruelly abandoned. By 
44 her anfwers I found, that fhe knew no- 
** thing of what had pafled ; that the fight 
4 ^ of the flames alone had informed her 
* of the danger that threatened her life ; 
**' chat fhe had iiv v*in galled for affiftance, 

^begging 
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4< Egging the door might be opened; 
*' that flie had attempted to leap out of 
* 4% the window ; and, that, .at length, find- 
44 ing her felf loft without refcur.ee, Iheiiad 
* 4 fwoaned with defpair. 

44 It was not till afterwards that I learnt 
* 4 the true circumftances of the affafc. , 
44 Count Everard, deceived by his wife, 
* 4 God know? with what view, gave no 
* 4 credit to my information till feme hours 
44 after my imprifonment. It was theft 
* 4 confirmed by a neighbouring fhepherd, 
44 who, as well as I, had difcovered the 
* c proge£ of the knights of St, Martin, and 
* c haftened to inform the count. He then 
44 loft not a moment in endeavouring to 
* c place his family in fafety, while he de- 
" termined himfelf to remain in his caftte, * 
44 affemble his men, and wait the approach 
" of the enemy. The fhepherd offered 
* 4 himfelf as a guide to the fugitives, and 
44 to conduct them, by a fecret road, over 
" the hills. The count, as he haftily 
" took leave of his wife, ordered her to 
44 take with her every thing that was 
44 worth carrying off, and repaired im- 
" mediately to his poft. The countefs 
44 obeyed her hufband's injunctions ; flie 
44 left behind her nothing fhe thought 
44 worthy her care j the little Ida was ror- 
44 gotten by miftake, or perhaps by de- 
44 fign $ a circumftance not to be wonder- 

44 c4 
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<c ed at, if we confider the fentiments and 
c< feelings of this cruel ftepmother. . 

** Of all this, however, Maria was Ig- 
'"-norant. She remarked, indeed, that 
" there was a buftle in the court, into 
" which her window looked, and prepa- 
€< rations making for a journey : but (he 
ic fuppofed it to be nothing more than ohe 
<c of thofe vifits, that were occafionally 
c< paid to the gentlemen's feats in the 
** neighbourhood ; during which (he and 
** her charge always enjoyed greater H- 
" berty, and which of courfe Ihe beheld 
u with fenfations of pleafure. Befides the 
<c height of her apartment was too great 
** to fuflFer her to hear what was faid be- 
cc low, as was the court too diftant from 
€C the principal front of the caftle, for 
" her to perceive the attack of the ene- 
€t iny. 

" The little ihe heard, however, rendgr- 
€C ed her fufficiently curious to endeavour 
" to get out of the prifon allotted for her 
" refidence ; hut (he found the door faf- 
" tened ; at this Ihe was by no means fur- 
" prifed, as it frequently happened when 
<f the countefs was in an ill humour. She 
" waited therefore, hoping that the girl, 
" who ufually brought her fupper, would 
'* tell her what was going forward. The 
<c girl did not make her appearance : it 
" grew late : Maria and the little Ida, to 

" whom 
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" whom it had before happened more than 
" once to go to bed fupperlefs, fell afleep, 
**• and were at length awakened by thle fire. 
" In Vain fhe fought to efcape ; defpair 
u and terror bereft her of all fenfation ; 
u and when ihe awolce from her fwoon, 
Ai fhe 'faw herfelf faved, faved by me, 
" without knowing the occafion of the 
" danger fhe had run, or the manner in 
" which fhefiad been extricated from it. 

" After haying entered into a full ex* 
" planation of all thefe fubjefts, we fyegan 
iC to form fchemes for our. future condufb 
* c Mine were totally repugnant to thofe 
« 6 of Maria. I infifted on Ida's being re- 
u flared 40 her father, while (he, exafper- 
" ated at the barbarity with which the 
4C poor child had been cleferted, fwore, 
." that Ihe would never more have intej- 
** courfe with me, if I perfiftedin my de- 
" fign- 

" To thofe, who do me the honour to 
- * c liften to my narrative, I leave it to be 
44 decided, whether, as Maria declared to 
4< me, to deliver the young princefs into 
<c the hands of her ftepmother, and to de- 
" prive her of life, would not be one and 
" the fame thing. For my own part, I 
" was then of a different opinion. I con- 
cc s fided in count Everard's affe&ion for 
4 < his daughter, and hoped, that he would 
" become a more attive prote&or of her 

" helplefs 
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44 helplefe infancy, when his eyes were* 
* opened to the perfidious defigns of his 
" wife. - Neceffity, however, confpired 
€ * with love, to prevent, the performance 
** of what appeared to me fo juft. I ccjuld 
u ncft bear the thoughts of renouncing 
" Maria ; and to join count Everard, and 
* 4 reftote to him his daughter, was for 
** the prefent imprafticable. The knights. 
u of St. Martin fo infefted the roads, 
** that every paffage was intertepted ; and 
* c the animofity of the imperial towns 
u for a long time prevented the count 
" of Wirtemberg from having any fettled 
■** abode. He had great difficulty to re- 
* 4 cover his wife from the hands of his 
" enemies, into which fhe had fallen, 
" notwithftanding the precaution that had 
•*. c been Employed. At length the bifliop 
*< of Strafburg afforded them an afylum ; 
" but, being a relation of the countefs, 
" we were afraid ofentriifting Ida to his 
" care. 

4C Our refidence in the for eft was of fhdrt 
"duration, and the ^firft place to which 
* c we repaired was Nuremberg. The 
" loquacity of Maria quickly difcoyered 
^'-that we were fugitive and alienated val- 
" fek of the count of Wirtemberg, and 
" we were accordingly received with civi- 
* c lity, and even with kindnefs. Here I 
%< efpoufed her, having however been pre- 
i " vioufly 
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44 yioufly obliged, before I could obtain 
44 her cbnfent, to bind myfelf by an oath, 
44 not to rettofe Ida to her parents till (he 
44 fliould be ten years of age, and in the 
-** mean time to let her pafs for my daugh- 
44 ter. I immediately refumed' the pro- 
44 feffion of fculptor, to which I had beea* 
44 bred. Some pieces which I executed 
44 were confiderably admired and gained 
* 4 me reputation. I was chiefly employed 
46 in decorating churches and convents. 
rCC At length I was invited to Prague, where 
44 the conftru&ion of the cathedral 'de- 
44 tained me fo long, that I became attach- 
44 ed to the city, where I had reaped con- 
•** fiderable emoluments, and I determined 
4C ta make it my future abode. Mean- 
44 while Ida grew up. Her beauty, and 
s44 an education which we gave her fuit- 
. 44 able to her birth, occafloned her to be 
44 noticed, fo that we could not permit 
44 her to appear in public. Once how-' 
44 ever my imprudent wife urged me to 
• 4t depart from the rule of coftdud I had 
44 laid down, and our fuppofed daughter 
44 made her appearance at your majefty's 
•-" nuptials ; a ftep, young princefs, that 
* 44 proved the fource of all the misfortunes 
44 which has fince befallen you." 

4C Say rather of all my felicity ," cried" 
Ida, tenderly jpreffing the hand of Sophia 
•to her lips. 

Vol. I. N 4 < My 
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" My wife," continued Munfter, "had 
" her fchemes. She was continually re- 
Ci proaching herfelf for having deprived 
" her dear princefs of the advantages of 
€C her birth, and yet was far from confent- 
" ing that I fhould reftore her to her fa- 
iC then She was - in reality defirous of 
" raifing her to diftin&ion, and obtaining 
" her a fortune, without the fuccour .of the 
"count. She could not forgive Jiis Wind 
c< attachment to his fecond wife, and con- 
•' fequent negleft of his child, and fhe 
" therefore hated him, too cordially to 
" confent that he fhould have the plea- 
46 fure of contributing to the future happi- 
" nefs of Ida. The hopes of my wife 
cc were chiefly grounded on the favour of 
" the emprefs; ^nd fhe felicitated Jierfelf 
"-on the paffion for Ida, which ihe foon 
" difcovered in the young Herman of 
" Unna, and feconded it the more readily, 
4C becaufe ihe knew that he was an object 
** of enmity to the count of Wirtemherg. 
€< fhe formed a thoufarid projects, com- 
4C mitted a thoufand indMcretions, till at 
" length fhe fo involved in difficulties her, 
" whom fhe was endeavouring to reader 
" happy, that fhe was on the point of fall- 
" ing a vi&im to her ill-adyifed o&eafures, 
" when I happily intfcrpofed, and took per- 
" haps the only ftep that could have favtfi 
« hen I difcovered her birth to her fa* 

' . " ther, 
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44 thei\ There was no difficulty in con- 
< 4 vincing him of the fa& ; her features, 
* 4 and the marks fhe had brought into the 
* 4 world with her, being too well known 
"to* him to permit him to doubt. His 
* 4 wife had been dead above a twelve- 
44 month ; and having lately loft the only 
4 * daughter that he fuppofed remained to 
44 him, and who had been betrothed to the 
44 duke of Brunfwic, he was not difpleafed 
44 at thus unexpectedly finding another. 
"Thus the heart of count Wirtemberg 
" was fiifficiently at liberty for him to fee 
44 with pleafure, her whom he had for- 
* 4 merly abandoned, whom he believed fo 
44 be dead, or at leaft for ever loft to him, 
44 and to whom he lias juft vowed, that 
44 every trace of what Jhe has fuffered, 
44 (hall be obliterated by his kindnefs." 

Here Munfter clofed his recital. Ida 
iighed, and Sophia promifed to aft the 
part of a parent to her* and take her under 
her immediate care, fhould the count 
prove unfaithful to his" word. 44 The 
44 point moft important at prefent," added 
Ihe, 44 is to devife, my dear friend, the 
~ 44 means of expediting your union with 
44 Herman. Life is fhort ; we .cannot be- 
44 gin too^foon to be happy. Fathers are 
44 pften capricious. They conceive that 
* 4 they confult fufficiently the happlnefs 
44 of their children, by marrying thenv tQ 
N 2 44 great 
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>" great lords, who poffefs neither Ipve, nor 
* c virtue, nor accomplifhments, and.whofe. 
* f fole merit is their rank. , Ah! Ida, I 
" know more inftances tbafl one of fuch 

■ « alliances !" 

As (he faid this, a profound figh efcaped 
her, which her friend knew perfectly how 
to interpret. -Ida thanked her for the in- 
terest (he took in her welfare, and entreats 
ed.her to attempt nothing in her favour 
at prefent, but to wait rather the opera- 
tion of time, which frequently brought 
things to pafs, that, in profpett appeared 
impra&icable : a reflection diftated by 
prudence, which however Sophia quickly 
forgot. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

IDA -took leave of *he empre&; and 
Muftfter, to whom, file was fond of paying 
every *mark of refpeft, having nothing fo 
• much at heart as to difplay to the world 
that fh$ ftill retained for him a filial re- 
gard, and was not attained of having bfcen 
reputed his daughter.. > . M under, I fay, 
accompanied her home, where they fpent 
together lorn* delightful hours in conver- 
-' , fatiom 
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fation., . The old man's narrative bad ex- 
cited in her breafl: the livelieft gratitude. 
The variety of dangers from which he 
had extricated her; the afte&ion more 
than parental, with which he had received 
-her, when abandoned by every human 
feeing; the uniform difintereftednefs with 
whieh he had ever preferred her welfare 
to his own; • • . what fubjeOs of refle&ion* 
to a heart glowing like hers* with fenfibili-' 
tiy I At his requeft, however, fhe put fome 
little reftbrint upon herfelf in public, but, " 
alone with him, (he gave vent to her feel- 
ings and let loofe all the tenderaefe of her 
fcraL ..'.-' 

In their prefect interview, hours had* 
glided away uriperceivfed, and to finilh v 
what tftey hid to fky would tave required 
as maaay more; for the princef&tbok this 
opportunity of difclofing to Munfter the 
defire fhe jfek of having eoaftantly rifear 
he*, the perfon whom (he had fo long eal* 
led by the endearing "name of mother, and 
to whom fhe owed fuch great obliga- 
tions : a defire with> which, 4he had nd 
doubt, the-cottrit of Wirtemberg wouhi 
readily comply. 

Munfter {hook his head: he feemed 
neither to defire nor to hope this honouir 
for his wife, and he was about to affigit 
his reafons, when the arrival of the count 
was aJi&tfuftced.. Immediately they both 
N 3 . rofe 
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tofe to meet him. He entered in vifiblc 
agitation; his countenance portended a 
ftorm. He received the careffes of Ida 
with coldnefs, and made a fign to her ve- 
nerable old friend to withdraw. 

" I am aftonifhed," faid he, after hav- 
ing walked for fome time up and down 
the room, w I am aftoniflied that you have 
44 not yet forgotten the part events of 
" your life. You are now the daughter 
u of the count of Wirtemberg, and not 
V of that plebeian, whdm, inftead of load- 

* ing with favour, inftead of fufFering tot 
u be in your apartment for hours toge- 

* ther, and of attending you in public* 
" you ought to fhun and deteft for the in- 
" jury he has done you." 

" What, my father 1 fhun, deteft, fo 
u faithful a fervent,, the favibur, the pro- 
" te&or of your daughter, when . . . ." 

<C /Hehas related to you, it feems, in 
a the prefence of theemprefs, the manner 
u va, which, like a thief, he ftole you from 
w me. And can you avoid perceiving 

* the bafenefs of the deed? or are you 
* c blinded by the fubterfugles he has in- 
u vented to excufehimfelf; fubterfuges 
" that even were they true, would be no 
" juftification ? It is in my power to pu- 
" nifh him; but I would gladly wave the 
" exercife of this power, in confideratioa 
« of you. Let this content you; and 

" urge 
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" urge me not by your conduct to extre- 
" mitres.". 

Ida, little accuftomedT to fuch remon- 
rtra'nces from a parent, knew not what 
anfwer to make, and was filent; while 
her father continued to walk backwards 
and forwards, in manifeft difpleafure, till 
at length he thusrefumed his difcourfe. 

" I have fuffered to-day in more ways 
" than one on your accounv In the 
€< morning I heard of things, that ap- 
" peared to me incredible j and this even- 
«* ing, at court, I have been told of a cir- 
€€ cumftance which leads me to doubt the 
4C purity of thy heart, and which if 
« true... ." 

The afpfcft of the count began to be 
terrible. Ida interrupted him. '" My fa- 
iC ther, my dear father/' faid Ihe, " look 
" not thus fternly on your child! is it 
" poflible fhe can have been fo unfortu^ 
** nate as to have occafioned you uneafi- ' 
" nefs, as to have offended you!" 

" Yes, if fhe cannot anfwer me in the 
** negative the queftions I fhall put to 
** her. Is it true that the night I was 
** firft known to thee as thy father, the 
" night when I found thee already rifen 
" and dreffed at fo early an hour, is it true 
" that thou hadft then a young man with 
4C thee, who, on my appearance, leaped 
" from the balcony into the garden, and 
N> 4 "that 
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" that that young man was Herman of 

• " Unna? . . . .Thou art filent Thou 

" canft not juftify thyfelf ? .... It i? then 
" fo? . . . . But I have another queflion. 

' " To whom am I indebted for the en- 
". treaties and importunities with which 
" the emprefs has juft been tormenting 
" me upon the fubjeft of the love that est- 
w ifts between thee and Herman, thac fh 60 1 
" of an accurfed ftock? . , . . U it poffible 
u that my daughter, knowing, as fh<* 
" does, that the entreaties of Sovereigns 
"are commands, ean have involved m<* 
." in fuch a dilemma?. . . . What, ftill 
" filent ? . . . ."Well then, I know th£e ; 
•* and I know alfo what t have to do; 
" thy fentence is pronounced.'* 

The count • of Wirteifnibfcrg left M§ 
daughter, and left her in a cottftefnltioll 
that nothing could augment, faVlng thfe 
order fee that evening received to prepfeif 4 
for a journey, reafons of importance re- 
quiring, as fee was. told, that fee feould 
quit the court with fpe£d. 

Ida well knew the reafqns of this hafty 
departure. She faw all her hopes vanim 
into air. She regretted having confided 
in a perfon, whofe zeal to ferve her had 

/ ruined- every thing. She repented every 
Sep fee had taken, even her lote for 
Hefrra&n, becaufe fee perceived that fee 
Ihould thereby render- unhappy a father 

whom 



/v 



HERMAN Of UltfNA. 2jg 

whofcr the #efpfe£tad, Who*A fhe fras defir- 
ous of pleafing, ahd to tohofe haf>pinefs 
fhe wtatld h$y<* beeii glad to contribute. 
To Be fepara*8d from Munfter' and the e*i- 
prefs* who were To deaf to her, and td be 
ignorant of her own fete, wfcrfc melancho'ly 
fubje&a of r6fle&km$ yet t6 thefe fhe 
wholly abandoned herfelf, w&hou* think- 
ing of going to bed;, leaving tfc her wo- 
men the care of the preparations (he had 
been ordered to ftlake. Accordingly her 
father, when he came to her th<* next 
morning, fouiid her already dreffed : a 
ciroimftancd that, in fpite of the rednefs 
bf her eyes, which betrayed the tears fhe 
had fhed, pfoved that fhe kitew how to 
obey, and that fhe was of a chara&er fuf- 
ficiently gentle 1 to yield to whatever might . 
be required oof Weiv 

The obfervatidn of this induced count 
l£vetard to beftow fom6 endeanrifents on * 
his daiighfer. He affured Tidr that he 
lovei her fineerefy, ahd would make her 
happy if fhe could T^folve to obey rhim ; 
in other *words, if ffie<w«nild fafcrifiee^o 
hiin her deareft wifhes, a trifle, that, in 
his .opinion* ought not to be attended 
with the fmallefl difficulty. - 

Ida was conduced to the emprefs, to • 
take leave of her. The converfation be- 
tween Sophia and the count was extreme- 
ly coloU x Part of her difiatisfa&ionap- 
N 5 peared 
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m peared to fell even on his daughter, for 
it was not till the end of the vifit that Ida 
received from her one of thofe tender 
embraces, to which {he had been accuf- 
tomed. " Ungrateful girl," faid. Sophia, 
c< you love me not ! you have not the 
c< courage to refift thofe who would tear 
** you from me ! Say, count Everard, will 
" you carry your cruelty fo far as to de- 
* c priye me of my beft and dearefl friend, 
<c fhould fhe be defirous not to quit me V* 
The count knew his daughter fuffici- 
ently to believe that he could depend on 
her. He replied, therefore, that if fhe 
felt the lead difinclination to obey him, 
fhe was at liberty to avow it. Ida per- 
fe&ly underftood the anfwer that was ex- 
pected from her, and, as fhe was incapa- 
ble of falfhood, fhe faid nothing. 

Sophia once more embraced her, but 
with left affedion. The count preffed her 
hand, to teftify the fatisfa&ion he felt 
• from her conduct, and they withdrew* 
9 attended by ail the ladies of the emprefs, 
. ^hofe eyes, in fpite of the pains which 
they took to conceal it, betrayed the plea- 
sure they experienced at the departure of 
their companion. 



CIHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE princefs of Ratibor may be clafled 
among thofe women, never wanting in a 
court, who, to amufe their miftrefs, or 
gratify their own curiofity, are ever on.the 
hunt for fcandal. Ida had long been the 
objeft of her particular attention, and it 
may be prefumed, that when acknow- 
ledged for princefs of Wirtemberg, this 
envious dame would not be Iefs eager to 
: watch her fteps and blazon her actions. . 
She was acquainted with every circum- 
ftance that pafled in the moft fecret retire- 
ment of our heroine, and even the noc- 
turnal vifit in the balcony had not efcaped 
her knowledge. She was .not abfolutely 
fure that the young man was Herman ; but 
fhe boldly ventured the conje&ure, and : 
thus ftumbled by accident on the truth. . 

She fcad already feverai times attempt- 
ed to injure the reputation of Ida, and de- 
prive her of the. empre&Y e'fteem \ and 
with the. feme views fhe triumphantly re- 
lated this adventure* embellifhed with cin- 
cumftances tending to give it an appearance 
of criminality : but as Sophia had already 
been made acquainted with the affair, in 
the naked fimplicity of truth, fiie failed in 
her attempt, and was accordingly obliged 
to change her battery. It was Sie who ac- 
quainted 
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quainted the count of Wirtemberg with 
the occurrence, and who diOated to the 
centinel what anfwers to make in cafe he 
ihould be examined qn the fubjfe&. And 
thus, by her indefatigable zeal, did ffie 
at laft attain the accomplishment of \frhat 
fhe had fo much at heart, the Removal 6f 
te ob'cit of her deteftatioh. 

Ida remarked indeed, when her father 
took leave of the princefs of Rati&or, that 
they were on better terms than ufual ; but 
Ihe was too ingenuous to divine the caufe ; 
too ingenuous to fufpeft, (though it ffie 
door of the anti-chamber {he few them in 
earneft converfation,) what, had fhe 
known would have driven her to ddfpair. 
For the count had re'quefted* the princefs 
of Ratibor to watch the proceedings of 
Herman, who {he faid had been feen in 
the crty fo lately as the preceding evening^ 
2nd to take fome means* if he could Be 
laid hoFd of, of compelling him to re- 
nounce Ida for ever. - 

Count Everard, it is probable, #as not 
aware of all the tnalignity of hcf tohorii 
he charged with fuch a commiffioft : for 
he furely fought not the ruin of Herman, 
and would perhaps havfe wiflied him a k>n£ 
fcnd happy life, provided it was fjteAt at 
the diftance of a hundred leagues front 
his daughter. 

Meanwhile fome good genius iatef fered 

in 
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in the^prefervation of the young knight. 
"What the princefs of Ratibor had faid was 
true. He was ftill in the neighbourhood, 
where he had remained to watch the mo- 
tions of Ida, and find fome* opportunity 
* of fpeaking to her. v By his extreme vigi- 
lance he learned the departure of hjs mif- 
trefs juft before fhe ftepped into the car- 
riage ; and the place having no longer 
any attractions for him he inftantly quitted 
it, and thus efcaped the dangers by which 
he was furrounded. 

His intention was to follow her wherever 
flte niight go, and under a thoufand dif- 
ferent difguifes, to try if he could not, by 
fome hicky chance, obtain from her a word 
or a look. This he would probably have 
'executed to their mutual injury, had not 
Heaven fent him a friend, by vtfhofe coun- 
sels he wis induced to adopt a wifer plan 
of conduft- Herman, tty means of the 
Httle ftratagems he employed, had con- 
trived to learn, that Ida &nd her father 
xtfere' to fleep the fecond night after their 
: departure at . a Village with which he was 
Acquainted. To this village he repaired 
by a (horter way than that ufually taken 
by travellers ; and as he waited there for 
his nriftrefs, hoping at leaftf to enjoy t&e 
' pleafure of feeing her alight^ and of hear- 
ing her voice, he wis iccofted 6n aftfdden 
by histoid friend Muiifter. , - 

Our 



184 HERMAN OF UNN4. 

Our manufcript does not inform us, 
whether this worthy plebeian was a&uated 
by the fame views as the knight of fideli- 
ty ; it only fays, that he totally reprobated 
thofe of the latter, and employed all the 
influence he had over his mind to induce 
him to renounce them- — " And what," 
faid he, after Herman had opened to him 
his heart, will be the fruit of this- mad 
" projeft? To lofe your time in a wild- 
tt goofe chafe; to remain to eternity, a 
c< fimple knight, who can never think of 
" becoming the fon-in-law of the proud 
" count of Wirtemberg ; to let flip a thou- 
" fand opportunities of acquiring glory j 
" to endanger your life, your honour, 
" and even the honour of your miftrefs, 
" fliould you be difcovered ; and fhould 
«* you not be difcovered, to fpend whole 
<c years in ufelefs labours, in order fc> 
" arrive at an end which can never be fo 
< c attained, and to difcover, top late, that 
" you have followed the (hadow when 
" you might have made giant ftrides 
" towards happinefs. No, Sir knight, 
" this muft not be. Take the. advice of 
" an old friend, and quit this place ; quit 
" it inftantly, hefore flie who may fhake 
ci your refolution fliall arrive. Go, refurae 
" the office you quitted, whefi you haften- 
~"ed to the fuccour of Ida* You left 
«' Sigifmond in evil hands. Love hkherto 

" may 
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€c may be a fufficient excufe for your con- 
" daft; but nothing can juftify your 
longer delaying to fulfil the' duty you 
owe to your fovereign. Strange ru- 
mours are current concerning him ; if 
" well founded, your means of ferving 
" him will I fear be of little avail ; but 
J* your fidelity may re-animate the hopes 
c< of this unfortunate prince. Perhaps at 
" this moment you are the only perfon 
fincerely attached to him : and can you 
have the cruelty, to abandon him? 
Would you leave him wholly deftitute, 
<c of a friend. 

In this manner did the old man endea- 
vour to awaken in the foul of Herman a 
love of glory, of duty and of fidelity to 
his fovereign ; to guard him againft a 
hopelefs paffion, and to roufe him from 
the life of indolence, fo unworthy of 
him, to which he was on the point of de- 
voting himfelf. And he had the fatisfac- 
tion to fee his endeavours crowned with 
fuccefs. Herman vowed to remain eter- 
nally faithful to Ida, but promifed at the 
fame time that it Ihould not be at the ex- 
pence of his other duties. Munfter on his 
part, engaged to watch unremittingly 
over the young . princefs, and they took 
leave of each, other fiiicere and cordial 
friends* 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

HERMAN departed. The informa- 
tion given him /by Munfter of the doubt- 
ful (Ttuation of Sigifmond was confirmed 
to him on the road. In one place it was 
faid, that he was yet not returned from the 
campaign againft the infidels, and proba- 
bly had fallen into their hands-; in another, 
that he was in the power of ftill more 
dangerous enemies at home; fometiijies 
that he was mortally wounded ; then that 
he was dead. Thefe rumours however 
decreafed as Herman advanced into Hun- 
gary," and totally died away before he_ 
reached the capital, where he found that 
preparations were making with royal mag- 
nificence for ther eceptiori of hismafter. 
As I am not writing the hiftory of Si- 
gifmond, I fhall fpeak of his concerns f 6 - 
far only as they have an immediate rela- 
tion with the adventures of Herman. I : 
fhall therefore fay nothing of the king's 
entrance into Prelburg, where he was de- 
ceived with loud acclamations by the peo- 
ple, who loved him in fpite of his faults : 
neither fhall I notice the crbwd of nobles 
that furroiiQded him, or the mutual pro- 
mifes that were made in order to eftablifh 
a good underftanding between them and 
the monarch. No doubt, the levity, the 

Hberti* 
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libertinifm, the propenfity to drinking, 
and the occafional cruelty of Sigifmond, 
were fufficient caufes of difcontent to a 
confiderable number of his fubjetts ; and 
he had obtained no vi&ory, he had made 
"»o conqueft, the fpbndor of which might 
have thrown thefe qualities into (hade: 
yet, for fome reafori or other, the paft \^as 
promifed to be forgotten on both fides, 
aad Sigifmond was but too ready to foutt 
his eyes againft a thoufand marks of dif* 
loyalty and treafon manifefted by the prin* 
cipal lords of his court, and particularly 
the two Garas. 

The nufherous guefts who were affem* 
bled in the place on the evening of the 
king's arrival, kept Herman* who burtied 
tyhh the defhre of feeing him, at a difta^ctt 
His fitttation was ^n^rraffing, and he 
knew not how to a£L To Ms former pa* 
tron general Gara, wh6 had found him 
incorruptible in the late campaign againft 
the Turks, he was an objedfc of deteftatiofr } 
and Herman, m his turn, felt no efteefti 
for a man whom he knew tp be the fecret 
enemy of his mafter, much lefs could he 
bring himfelf to.aik of him a favour. At 
length the young knight determined to 
be his own introducer* Accordingly he 
placed himfelf near the king, Sigifmond 
obferved him.. The face of Herman was 
not of that infipid and common-place fort 

which 
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which one may meet twenty times with- 
out recolle&ing a feature; theking.be- 
fide, when he laft faw him, was in a fitua-r 
tion too critical for him to forget a fingle 
individual of thofe who furrounded him^ 
and much lefs the perfon who had been 
the principal a&or. 

At firft Sigifmond had fome difficulty 
in colle&ing his ideas. He appeared 
thoughtful, rubbed his forehead, and 
then turning to Andrew Gara, who waa 
feated by hi* fide : " Whence comes it," 
faid he, " that often in the midft of our 
<c joy and conviviality, melancholy re- 
4i membrances fo * fuddenly affail us I 
" One of the moft periLous events of my 
" life at this moment prefents Itfelf to 
c< my eyes. Can you not guefs what I 
" mean ? Know you not who that yonnjp 
44 man is?" 

Andrew bowed, and was filent. " But 
€C perhaps," continued Sigifmond, " you 
"jnay beignorant of the tranfa&ion ; you 
""were not prefent j it was your brother. 
.** You would not fo cowardly have de- 
** ferted me* I have pr&mifed to forget 
" the treachery of my enemies* but never 
" will I forget the fervices of my friends. 
" I was, as I have faid, cowardly defert- 
" ed. Already was my head expofed to 
" the faulchion of Achmet, and there was 
** but a ftep between me and death, when 
• . " a troop 
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" a troop of chevaliers came to my deli- 
" verance. My horfe bad been killed 
" under me; my helmet and buckler 
u were hacked to. pieces ; and I had no 
" weapon but my fabre. The leader of 
" this brave troop leaped from his horfe^ 
u gave me his fliield, and with his own 
** helmet covered my head. What hap- 
" pened afterwards I know not, for I be* 
" came infenfible to every thing around 
" me. But there remains deeply engra- 
" ven in my mind, the remembrance of 
u my deliverer, whofe countenance feemed 
" radiant as that of an angel defcended 
" from Heaven. It is that countenance, 
c< which now recalls to my mind the par- 
Ci ticulars of the horrid fcene : I difcern 
" it amongft the crowd of thofe who fur- 
" round my table: it difplays the fea- 
cc tures of my loyal fervant Herman of 
u Unna, fa often calumniated. Draw 
" near, intrepid youth, by whom my life 
" has been faved ! receive the thanks of 
u thy king, and aflurance of his favour !" 
While Sigifmond wa$ fpeaking, Her- 
man had liftened with attention, that he 
might not lofe a word of what concerned 
him fo nearly. When the king had finifh- 
ed, our hero, tranfported with joy, fell 
at his feet, killed his hand, and bathed his 
knees with Jears. What glory for him v 

.what 
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what fatisfa&ion, to be thus praifed be- 
fore a thotifand witneffes T3y a fovereign, 
who had always appeared to flight him, 
and to whom he had given a hundred 
proofs of attachment, without his feeming 
\o have paid them the lead attention ! 

After fhefe effufions of joy, our young; 
knight nrodeftly retired amongft the gen- 
tlemen in. waiting; but Sigifmond' fre- 
quently turned to look for him, and at 
length forbad him to quit his fide. - 

Ihe proud nobles, who were at table 
with the king, appeared to have taken no 
part in the fcene they witneffed. They 
kept a profound filerice, and deigned not 
fo pay thejeaft compliment to the yotfng 
warrior, whom Sigifmond had f6 diflSri-- 
guifliingly honoured;. 

Thus he received no c6rigratuIations> 
but from thofe who waited with Trim' at 
table, among whom, he recognized mtoy 
an old friend and comrade. But of all the 
perfons he met at this feftival none gave 
him ft) much pleafure as ^ young man, 
firhom he had known when a child, and 
with whom he Had formely a mifunder- 
ftanding at the court of Winceflaw. He 
vfras in the number of knights attendants 
of king Sigifmond ; and as, in the war 
againft the Muffulmen, Herman had feen 
him a£t with valour, the remembrance of 
paft wrongs was entirely obliterated in his 

wind, 
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mind, and replaced by a fincere attach- 
ment and efteem. It was Kunzman of 
Hertingfhaufen, who had afcribcd to Her- 
man, when page to Winceflaus, the ne- 
ceffity he was under of flying from the 
emperor's court. The reader will no doubt 
recoiled the circumftance, related to Mun- 
fter by the knight of fidelity, when he 
gave hiip the hiftory -of his youngei years. 

Kunzman, .who, when he met with Her- 
man in the courfe of the campaign againft 
the Turks, appeared to have forgotten his 
ancient enmity, accofted him on this oc- 
cafion as a real friend. The place was 
not calculated for a long converfatioii ; a 
fquWe by the hand, and " my dear Her- 
" man," " my dear Hertingfhaufen," 
were all that pafled ; the reft waspoftpon- 
ed to the interview they promifed them* 
felves the fucceeding night. 

The king, epgaged for fome time in a 
ferious conversation with the two Gara's, 
had ceafed to look after Herman : the 
guefts had drank largely : it was not^the 
cup of pleafure. that circulated round the 
table, it was the cup of infernal difcord. 
Herman had long obferved with pain, that 
the nobles who fat oppofite his mafter paid 
him not the refpefl: which was due to hixn. 
Grim difcontent, or malignant joy, was 
legible in*their countenances, inflamed. by 
the intoxicating wines pf Hungary. Much 

too 
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too was he difpleafed with the difcourfe 
which the two brothers dire&ed to the 
king. They appeared to have entirely 
forgotten to whom they were fpeaking. 
The fubje& was the late unfortunate cam- 
paign, in which the king was fo near lof- 
mg his life. Reproaches pafled on both 
fides ; thefe reproaches were repelled with 
mutual warmth ; but foon the general and 
his brother ' fpoke in fo loud and lofty a 
tone, as to drown the fingle voice of the 
monarch. 

" What!", faid Herman to Herting- 
fliaufen, putting his hand to his fword, 
"' fhall we fuffer our mafter to be thus in- 
** fulted ? w The uproar increafed ; all rofe 
from their feats ; here and there fabres 
were drawn, and the king was at length 
fo preffed, that the ill defigns harboured 
againft his perfon were no longer doubt- 
ful. Inftantly Herman drew his fword, 
and his example was followed by Herrings 
fliaufen, and all the other young knights 
who were prefent. Sigifmond was thrown 
down, and his enemies dared employ againft 
him weapons, which tp all true knights are 
prohibited. Upon this Herman feized 
Andrew Gara by the throat and plucked 
him forcibly from the body of his mafter ; 
the others did the fame by the general ; 
the king was refcued,, and the knights 
gained the field of battle. But foon the 

match 
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match became too unequal: a consider- 
able body of cavaliers was introduced, 
and the defenders of Sigifmond were fbon / 
beaten to the ground, others difarmed, 
and all, as well as the king, treated with 
the utmoft indignity, and loaded with 
chains. 

Two only however of thefe had the 
.honour eventually to fhare his fate, Her- 
man and Hertingfhaufen. The others, 
almoft all effeminate courtiers, were eafily 
turned irom their duty, either by promifea, 
Or by threats ; arid none of them envied 
the two loyal fervants of Sigifmond the 
advantage of .participating their matter's 
misfortunes, of being like him ill-treated, 
fettered, put into a covered waggon, and 
conducted to a place where the artful no- 
bles hoped they fhould be able to deal 
with' the king as they pleafed, without 
having, any thijig to apprehend from the 
people, • 



Chapter xxix. 

THE prifoners were conduded to the 
caftle of Soclos. Herman knew this caf- 
sle to be the principal feat of the Gara 
family, and could therefore eafily imagine 
what treatment his unfortunate matter 

had 
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had to expeft in a place where his ene- 
mies enjoyed unlimited power. His expec- 
tations, however, which foreboded nothing 
but infult and death to Sigifmond, were 
for once difappointed. 

The event which led to the feizure dC 
the king was by no means accidental, but 
the refult of a previoufly concerted fcheme. 
It had been refolved to fecure his perfon, 
dethrone him, and put another in his 
place : but in the execution of this plan^ 
the line chalked out had been outrage- 
oufly departed from, and it was prefently 
thought advifeable to aflume fome appear- 
ance of decency and moderation. Intoxi- 
cation had made the enemies 6f Sigifmond 
forget, that he whom they had thus treat- 
ed as a vile flave was full their fovereign, 
and that this difgraceful proceeding would 
bring public difhonour on themSelves. 
When the fumes of wine therefore had 
fomewhat evaporated, though the Garas 
did not lefs burn with the defire of ven- 
geance than before, they were afhamed to 
perfevere in a conduct, that might ruin 
their preterifions to the crown of Hun- 
gary, and induce the people to take the 
part of the contemptible fon of Charles 
IV. ' v 

The: Jung's fetters were accordingly 
taken off; and, from the dungeon to* 
which he had at firft been coufigned, he 

was 
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was transferred to a fplcndid apartment : 
he was even afked, if he wifhed to be wait- 
ed on by thofe gentlemen of his court, " 
who - were prifoners with him; and, on 
his anfwering in the affirmative, tliey were 
enlarged for that purpofe. 

The fituationrof Sigifmond was now 
fapporjta'bie ; and it became ftill more fo,, 
when Nicholas and Andrew, the two Ga- 
rs*, obliged to quit thecaftle on account 
of fome af&iss that required thei* atten- 
, dance at the capital, relinquifhed to their 
mother-in-law the care of the royal pri- 
soner. 

Before I proceed with py narrative, it 
may riot be.amifs to give the reader Tome 
account of this lady, Helen Gara, widow 
of the dfeceafed Nicholas, whom Sigif- 
tabnd Had formerly pijt to death, and 
ftep-mother to the general and the gover- 
nor. She was a young and handfome 
widpw of twenty-five, who had not been 
fo inconfolable at the lofs of her old and 
decrepid huiband, as to retain any very 
dtirable hatred againft his murderer. It 
is true fhe had talked of nothing but veft* 
geance as long as her fons-in-law were 
within heating, and appeared to enter 
into their views, becaufe ihe found it ne- 
ceffary to the comparing her own: but 
the imprifonmeftt of Sigifmond in the cat 
tie of Soclbs, infpired her with defigns 
Vol. I. * O , very 
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very different fromthofc entertained by* 
his enemies. 

The love. of pleafure and the love of 
fway conftituted the grand features of Jier 
chara&er. Sigifmond, notwithftanding his ! 
age, was one of the handfomeft princes of > 
his time; he was a king, he was brother 
to the emperor* and would in all proba- 
bility fucceed him, if Winceilaus (hould 
die or be dethroned. What fubje&s for 
refle&ion ; what allurements to a woman 
fuch as we have defgribed the miftrefs of 
the caftle ! Could ftie hefitate? could flie 
remain in doubt, whether to favour the 
unjuft defigns of her fons-in-law, the ac- 
complifhment of which might probably be 
remote, even did they ever fucceed, or 
to ingratiate herfelf with a prince, who 
might repay her kindnefs by inftantly 
fharing with her his be4 and his throne ? 

In imagination Helen already faw her- 
felf the wife of Sigifmond, and fwaying 
with him the firft fceptre in the world* 
nor was fhe tardy* in taking fuch fteps as 
(he deemed mod, conducive to the attain- 
ment of her wilhes. She enjoyed the 
perfed confidence of both her ftep-fons : 
flie knew that they would be fome time 
abfent* endeavouring to place the crown 
on the head of young Ladiflaus : and (he 
battened to execute the projects (he had 
formed. 

i : The 
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The king had one whole wing of the 
caftle appropriated to his ufe. His court, 
hitherto compofed folely of Kunfman and 
Herman of Unna, was now augmented. 
He was treated as a fovereign, had per- 
miffion to walk in the gardens, and there 
was nothing to remind him of Jiis being 
a prifdner, but the guards that always ac- 
companied, at a certain diftance, him and 
his two gentlemen. 

Sigifmond rejoiced at this change in his 
lot, which elated him with hope. He fought 
to develope the caufe ; and he was not 
long in difcovering, that it originated in 
the benevolence of the princefs. The 
portrait of Helen decorated all his apart- 
ments, and he had fometimes feen the 
original, at a diftance in the garden, not 
without admiration. 

There was no fnare fo dangerous to Si- 
gifmond, as female beauty. Whilft, how- 
ever, he paid homage to its charms, he 
had too high an opinion of himfelf to 
think any woman could refift him. With 
the fentiments of Helen he was foon ac- 
quainted; her aftion fpoke a language 
fufficiently plain. His love of eafe, and 
the fufceptibility of his heart, were daily 
flattered by new attentions ; and his gra- 
titude, his inclination /or the fair enchan- 
trefs, who had the art of rendering his 
prifon fo agreeable, were heightened by 
O 7. . he* • 
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Tier having the addrefs to avoid him, and 
give, him no opportunity of thanking her 
in perfon, The view of her portrait, and 
the praifes . continually bellowed on her 
by thofe about him, transformed his gra- 
titude into the mod violent love. He 
burned with the defire of feeing her. ., Se- 
cret propofals were then made, emiffaries 
lent from one to the other, and meetings 
took place, till the parties were perfeftly 
agreed. Decency led them to endeavour 
to throw Zs veil over their proceedings ; 
but the veil was fo tranfparent, that it 
Ieft„the inmates of the caftle little to di- ! 

vine. i 

In this affair, Kunzman of Hertinglhau- j 

fen a&ed the principal part. He difplay- . 

ed peculiar taleAts for fuch negociations, j 

and completely acquired by it the confi- 
dence of his mafter. 

Herman had no concern in the bufmefs ; 
nor was there a man in the world lefs pro- x 
per for the office* He knew but one fpe- * . 
.cies of love, that which he felt for Ida, 
and of which pure hearts alone are fufcep- 
tible. An amorous intrigue was deemed 
by him incompatible with virtufe \ and he 
was jiot politic enough to conceal the dif- . - 
giift with which it infpired him. When 
yet a page in the court of Winceflaus, 
impudence and libertinifm had been feen ■ 

by him under all their moft odious forms, j 

.< and $| 

k 
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and he fincerely regretted, that fimilar 
fcenes were about to be renewed here, by 
a prince whom he lovedj and in whom he 
discovered with forrow, the fame prone- 
nefs to debauchery, as had difgufted him 
in his imperial brother. 

Sigifmond, not being accuftomed to 
read m the eyes of thofe about him, a fecret 
difapprobation of his conduft, Herman 
was kept at a diftance, and the wily mef- 
fenger of love, the compjaifant Herting- 
fhaufen, employed on $very occafion. 

As Herman's attachment to his mafter 
had confiderably diminifhed, . he was lefs 
fenfible to the preference given another, 
and envied not Kunzman the favour of a 
prince whom he would now willingly have 
quitted. " To what purpofe is the effe- 
" minate life I am leading here ?" would 
he fay to himfelf. " Is this the way to 
" raife myfelf to diftin&jon, and render 
■** myfelf worthy of the princefs of Wir- 
" temberg ? Oh ! fly, Herman, fly ! thou 
" art here wafting thy time in a manner 
" ftill more reprehenfible, than that de- 
" pi&ed by Munfter, in colours fo difad- 
" vantageous." 



END OF VOL. I. 
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